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Introduction

Thank You that You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and our Savior into
this world. Thank You that He died for our sins and paid for them and rose again
from the dead. Thank You, Lord, that we have life and forgiveness in Him. “Eye
hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him.” Thank You, Lord, for the
wonderful inheritance we have in Christ. We are joint heirs with Him and we
pray that our study of Your word concerning Jesus Christ will prepare our hearts
to bring the message of Jesus to a lost and dying world. We pray, Lord, that we
would never loose sight that Christianity is not just a religion—a system of doing
things—but it is Jesus Christ our Lord. Without Christ there is no Christianity.
Help us, Lord, by opening our minds and hearts. Make us diligent students of the
Bible so that we would have an answer to give to those who ask us for a reason

of the hope that is in us. We thank You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

The course description states that the purpose of this course is to present the person and work of
Jesus Christ from His pre-existence to His Second Coming. Thus, acquainting the students with
the major doctrines of Jesus Christ, while focusing on the centrality of Jesus Christ in all that
Christianity teaches, believes, and practices. That is a wonderful course description and we will

try to do that.
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There is a little tract that is published by the Faith, Prayer and Tract League and its title is the
same as the textbook: The Incomparable Christ. Let me read a few lines out of this that your heart

might be warmed.

He came from the throne of the Father to the womb of a woman. He put on
humanity that we might put on divinity. He became Son of Man that we might
become sons of God. He was born in a supernatural way, lived in poverty and
was reared in obscurity. He had neither wealth nor influence, yet the wisdom of
men has never matched His wisdom. Never has a man spoken like this man. His
family was inconspicuous and uninfluential. In infancy He startled a king. As a
boy, He stunned theologians with His knowledge and wisdom for He was taught
of God. In manhood, He ruled the elements and quieted the raging sea. He
healed the multitudes without medicine. And fed thousands from a boy’s lunch.
Even demons obeyed Him and He gave back life to those who died. He never
wrote a book, yet none of the libraries of the world can contain the books that
have been written about Him. He never wrote a song, yet He has furnished the
theme of more songs than all song writers combined. He never founded a
college, yet all the colleges together cannot boast of as many students as He has.
He never marshaled an army, yet no leader has ever had more volunteers. Great
men have come and gone yet He lives all. Herod could not kill Him. Satan could
not tempt Him to sin. Death could not destroy Him. The grave could not hold
Him. He laid aside His purple robe for a peasant’s gown. He was rich yet for our
sakes He became poor. He slept in another’s manger. He rode on another’s
donkey. He was buried in another’s grave. He conquered death and rose on the

third day as He said He would. He ascended into heaven and is now at the right
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hand of the throne of God. One day He will return with power and great glory to
judge the world when every knee shall bow to Him and every tongue shall
confess Him as Lord. His friends gladly. But enemies seeking for a place to hide
from His face. He is the perfect one. The only one who can satisfy the soul. He
gives everlasting life to those who love Him. He is altogether lovely. But best of

all, He is my Savior.

He is a wonderful Lord. Now God often gives us illustrations that are rather close to the times
that we speak. Yesterday morning a Jewish medical doctor called me because somebody gave
him my name. He had never heard our broadcast, but he called our ministry. He had just been
talking with his rabbi about Jesus and wanted to know about Him. Though He had heard all about
Jesus growing up, since it was in a Jewish home it was only to stay away from Jesus. Now he had
become interested and somebody gave him a New Testament. While he was reading the New
Testament, something about Jesus really bothered him. He went to his rabbi to find out the scoop
about Jesus, but his rabbi gave him a lecture on why Jesus cannot be the Messiah. The funny
thing about it is that he faxed the reasons to me and the rabbi gave the exact same arguments that
I use to prove that Christ is the Messiah. The rabbi was not at all ignorant of the facts; he laid
them out very beautifully for this man and told him that because of the curse on the line of David
through Solomon at the time of Jeconiah Jesus cannot be the Messiah. Secondly, because He was
born by virgin birth according to the New Testament, He would have come out of the womb of a
woman (though she was in the line of David through Nathan) Christ could not have been the King
of Kings because the messiah cannot be adopted. According to Psalm 132:11, He has to be born
out of the loins of David—out of the woman’s womb from King David through Solomon as this
rabbi claimed. Now the Scriptures do not say that it must be through Solomon. He was born of a

woman in David’s line out of Mary. The rabbi was wrong concerning the adoption issue. We will
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get to that one day when we talk about it in this course and go over the details of it. Here is a man
telling me that Jesus was not the Messiah by using the very argument that we use to prove that He
is the Messiah! The point is that both sides agree to the argument. Now I just looked at him and

said, “Glory!” because I have now, in print, a Jewish rabbi stating exactly the argument as to why

Yeshua ben Yosef'is the only one who could ever be the Messiah. There is no other possibility.

In case, you are worried about that now, Isaiah 9:6 states, “For Unto us a Child is born.” Birth.
“Unto us a Son is given.” Adoption. Whoever this one is, whose name is wonderful will be on the
throne of David and He will be exercising righteousness and justice forevermore. Whoever this

one is, He has to have both birth and adoption in order to fulfill Isaiah 9:6.

The other interesting thing—if the rabbi is correct—that he has eliminated any possibility for any
Messiah, because nobody could be the Messiah. Why? Well, because He cannot meet the
prophecies that are in the Bible. He listed the prophesies about Jesus and said they were
coincidence. We will see in this course whether or not it is coincidence. Did the disciples sit
down with Jesus one day and say, “You know what? [ mean, you are nice looking. You’ve got a
lot of great things to say. I think you’d make a great messiah. We certainly need one.” Now, we
do have a little problem here. There are 300 prophecies that we are going to have to work on. Can
you imagine the day that came along when they said, “I hate to tell you this, Jesus, but there are
30 prophecies that you have to fulfill in one day and you also have to be killed. There is one more
that is even worse than that, because on the third day, you are going to have to come back from

the dead.”
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We will get back to this later in the course. We are getting a little bit ahead now. Allow me to run
down the outline briefly so that you know what we are going to cover. We are actually going to

deal with ten major subjects. Two weeks will be spent on most of these subjects.

1. Of the ten major subjects, the first one is the pre-existence of Jesus Christ. He did not just start

as a baby in Bethlehem.

2. The second one that we will look at is the messianic claims of Jesus Christ. The fundamental
issue of the Bible which a lot of schools do not at all teach their students, unfortunately, is that
Jesus is the Messiah. As a matter of fact, to be accurate with the New Testament, a person
becomes a Christian by believing that Jesus is in fact the Messiah. It says that point blank. It
astounds me the little interest people have in the whole issue of the Messiah Himself. The claims
of Jesus Christ to be the Messiah is the heart of the gospel. John wrote in John 20:30-31, “These
signs are written that you might believe that Jesus is the Messiah and that in believing you would

have life through His name.” So it is critical to understand the messianic claims of Jesus Christ.

3. The third subject is the deity of Christ, and which will include a look at all the cults and
aberrations of Christianity—everybody who is just a little off. They call themselves Christians,
but they are just a slight bit off, and it is always over the deity of Christ. The deity of Christ
functions as the common denominator of cults, whether they deny or water it down. The fact of

the matter is that He is God. And we are going to deal with that.

4. We will address the incarnation and virgin birth of Jesus Christ. Incarnation means God
became flesh. How that occurred? We will discuss the virgin birth—even addressing it

genetically. We will also discuss the biological miracle involved in it. And hopefully all of us will
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get a good, clear understanding of why that is an essential doctrine of the Bible about Jesus

Christ.

5. We will look at the humanity of Jesus Christ. A very real subject. The Bible uses that to tell us
He identifies with us. He is our merciful and faithful High Priest. He will comfort us. He was
touched with the feeling of our infirmities in all points as the Bible says. We will look at the

humanity of Jesus Christ.

6. We will look at the miracles of Jesus Christ. And since John 21:25 says that the books of the
world cannot contain all those miracles, we obviously will not be talking about every one of
them. But we will be showing you some of the key miracles of Jesus Christ. Especially as it
relates to different veins of thought. For example, His power over demons, His power over the

weather and sickness and illness. We are going to be looking at His mighty power.

7. We will address the death of Jesus Christ. No issue is more crucial to the gospel than
understanding the death of Christ. We will be giving you about fifteen reasons why He died, and

that will be a great time in the Lord.

8. We will also discuss the resurrection of Jesus Christ. And of course that, if the resurrection did
not occur then we have a dead Savior—we have no Christianity, for we would remain in our sins

and our preaching and teaching is a waste of time. Obviously the resurrection is crucial.

9. We will look at the ascension and present ministry of Jesus Christ. Rarely do you get in a lot of

studies on Christ’s present ministry in our life. It is almost as if people believe He ascended to
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heaven and that He is not doing anything anymore until He comes back. Oh yes, He is very active

and we will find out how and what He is doing.

10. Lastly, of course, is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Now we do have a course in
eschatology that deals totally with prophecy, but we will be hitting some of the highlights only as

it relates to the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

Now just a word about Jesus as we begin the first subject, the pre-existence of Jesus Christ. Let us
take a moment and simply discuss His title and who we are talking about. The name Jesus in
English comes off a Greek word /esous. So basically it is not translated, it is said into English
(transliterated). You also have it in other languages of the world. For instance, in Latin America
and South America you have many people called Jesus. It is not just those letters and then title

that is who we are talking about. We are speaking of a particular Jesus here.

Now, the Greek word, lesous, which we get the name Jesus, comes off of a Hebrew word. And 1
want you to spell it with English letters so that you can get a hold of it. The word is often called
Yeshua, which is an abbreviation that people use of His name. The real name is Yehoshua. Now
that means “Yahweh is salvation” or “the Lord is salvation.” That is also the name of one of the
books of the Old Testament: the Book of Joshua. We will mention how sometimes people can be
confused on certain passages where it is talking about Joshua or whether it is talking about Jesus.

His correct name is Yehoshua.

Now in the messianic circles of today, we abbreviate it and it is spelled: Y’shua. Now when you
hear somebody say that Jesus is Yeshua ben Abraham, Yeshua ben David, or Yeshua ben Joseph.

The word ben is placed to denote “son of.” So when people use that today, you know that they
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are speaking of so and so is the son of so and so. That is how they are identified. The New

Testament does the exact same thing.

Let us open up our New Testament and look at Matthew 1. It says the book of the generation of
Jesus Christ. Now the word “Christ” in English is from the Greek word christos, which is a
translation of the Hebrew word for Messiah. When we say, ha Masheach, the word ha is the
definite article (i.e., the word “the”). You will see people say Yeshua ha Masheach. In Irvine
there is a messianic assembly at which I recently spoke on Jewish salvation, and the name of it is
called Adat ha Masheach. So understand when we read right off of Matthew, that Matthew was a
Jew. The book probably has a Hebrew source and has been translated into Greek so the whole
world will hear the message of the gospel. It is the book of the generation of Yehoshua ha

Masheach, Jesus the Messiah, or as we often say, “Jesus Christ.”

The next thing that Matthew states is “ben David,” the son of David. This immediately identifies
Christ as the messianic King. Yeshua ben David is the Messiah King. It also said He is the son of

Abraham.

So, here right away, the Bible uses a typical Hebrew or Jewish way of identifying who we are
talking about and what the New Testament is all about. Here we have the book of the generation
of Yeshua ha Masheach [Jesus the Messiah]| ben David [the son of David] (the messianic King)

and ben Abraham [the son of Abraham] (the promised seed).

We also know in this same chapter that He is the son of Joseph (ben Yosef). When you are
communicating with Jewish people who are unfamiliar or do not want to agree with you about

words like “Jesus Christ” and “Jesus is the Messiah,” the way to talk to them is to say, “I want to
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speak to you about Yeshua ben Yosef [Jesus son of Joseph].” Jews never say that a person is the
son of a woman—they never say that—instead, they always list the man. That is why in the
genealogies you see all these men. Now in Matthew 1:16, it says, Yacov [Jacob] (a very common
Jewish name even today) begat Yosef [Joseph] (the husband of Mary). Now the next phrase, “of
whom,” is a feminine pronoun that must agree in gender and number with its antecedent. Gender
denotes whether it is masculine, feminine, or neuter. Number means either it is singular or plural.
This is a feminine singular pronoun and it is highly unusual in any genealogy. Now the details of
the Bible are very important. It is indicating that Jesus is not the natural son of Joseph. It says
“Jacob begat Joseph.” You list the men in the line, and then it says that he is the husband of Mary
of whom, feminine, singular pronoun was born Yeshua who was called ha Masheach [the

Messiah].

This is a part of the simplicity of getting started and yet it can become complex if you are not
careful. We often throw these things around. “Hey, do you believe in Jesus Christ?” “Well, I'm
Jewish.” “Well, do you believe in Jesus Christ?”” Now, what I would say to you about your
witnessing is that it is lacking, but it is understandable. A lot of us are ignorant. We do not know
what is really being said. The Jews do not believe that Jesus is the Messiah, therefore do not
begin evangelizing them by asking if they believe in Jesus Christ. You have to learn to
communicate with people. The Bible communicates with us very carefully so that we know who

it is that we are talking about.

Now according to this passage, (Matthew 1:21). He was given the name of Yehoshua. “She shall
bring forth a son and thou shalt call His name Jesus.” Why? “For He shall save His people from
their sins.” You see, it means, Yahweh is salvation. That is the meaning of Yehoshua—Yahweh is

salvation. The oshua part we know from Hosanna. Remember when Jesus came in on Palm
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Sunday? “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” Hosanna means “save us
now.” It is a form of oshua, the salvation part of Jesus’ name. The little ye on the beginning of
Yehoshua, is an abbreviation of the name of God, Yahweh, in English we say Jehovah (which is
really from a Latin word). So Yehoshua means, “Yahweh is salvation.” That is the meaning of the
name that was given to this one who is ben David [son of David] and ben Abraham [son of
Abraham] and a son of Mary, but not born naturally as a son of Yosef, who became His father by

adoption. After he married Mary, Joseph adopts Jesus as his own son.

Is everybody with me still? When did Jesus get the name Yeshua? Only here, when He comes
into the world. So what was His name before that? And it is interesting even discussing that. The
word name appears 800 times in the Old Testament. It is the word shem. Remember that Noah
had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japhath. Shem is the line of the Messiah—the line of the Jews
and the Semites. The word shem means ‘“name.” Therefore the Semites are the People of the

name.

In Jerusalem there is a memorial to the Holocaust when six million Jews were killed by Hitler and
his troops. The name of it is Yod ha Shem. Yod, meaning “monument” or “pillar.” So it is a
monument to ha Shem, “the name.” It is really a monument to God and the survival of the Jewish

people which He promised in His Word. There is quite a story behind that.

In the New Testament the word “name” is onoma and is used 200 times in the Bible. Now here is
something interesting: not once does the word name, in reference to God or Jesus, ever appear in
the plural. It is always in the singular, even when it mentions all three persons of the Godhead,

like Matthew 28:19 which states, “Go and teach all nations in the name (singular) of the Father,
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and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” There it mentions all three persons but they only have one

name.

When we say “name”, we mean the title we have that our parents gave us. When the Bible uses
the word name, it refers to the character and attributes of that person (i.e., who that person really

is).

Now we are told in the New Testament as well as the Old, that our Lord has a name that is above
every name. There is no name of anybody worth mentioning in the same sentence. His name is
above every name. The Bible says in Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other, for there
is none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.” You know,
some people when they are trying to cast out a demon say, “In the name of Jesus come out of
him,” as if the only thing necessary is to mention the name Jesus. You know. Do you understand?
We’re missing the point. We’re talking about the character and attributes and glory and majesty
of this One who received the name Yehoshua. But there were other people who had the name

Yehoshua as well. It simply means “Yahweh is salvation.”

So the name Yehoshua, when did that come? When was that given to Him? At His birth. Well,
then what was His name previous? Isaiah says that His name was Wonderful. You call Him
wonderful in the Old Testament. But the Hebrew word Wonderful, means “difficult to
understand” or “incomprehensible.” So what are we talking about when we discuss the
preexistence of Jesus Christ? We are talking about someone who has not yet received His name,
Yehoshua, and whose name is beyond our ability to understand. That is really something

important, yet we sometimes miss it.
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Why is His name beyond our ability to understand? Now if you need to know the meaning of
wonderful, you can check Psalm 139:1-6, where it speaks of God’s knowledge being so great that
before there is a word on our tongue, He knows it altogether. Before we say anything, He knows
exactly what we were going to say. He knows the end from the beginning. And the Bible says in
Psalm 139:6, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me. It is high. I cannot attain it.” There is a
clear definition of the word wonderful. It is greater than your ability to understand it. When it
says in Isaiah 28:29, “His counsel is wonderful,” and in Isaiah 9:6, “He is the wonderful

counselor,” it means that it is “too difficult to understand.” He is the incomprehensible Christ!

You know this is the kind of class and teaching where along the way, you do not know whether to
be quiet or to shout, “Glory!” You know I find it very difficult to talk about these things and not
get really excited about praising the Lord. I do not know about you. We are talking about that
name that is above every name—a name that is so wonderful. His ways are past finding out. “Oh
the depth of the wisdom and the knowledge of God,” the riches of that. It is incomprehensible.
His greatness is too difficult to fathom. He calls all the stars by name. His sovereignty is so
amazing that He rules over all—whatever is in the heaven and in the earth. He does whatever He
pleases. He sustains all the physical laws of the universe so that when I let go of this book, it

drops to the table. And my Lord is sustaining the laws of the universe.

He is incomprehensible. What you learn about the preexistence of Jesus Christ will accelerate
your appreciation for the incarnation of Christ. In fact, you will begin to wonder how in the world

it could have occurred, which we will cover when we get there.

How is it possible that this great God who is omnipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent, could

localize His infinite presence that fills the universe? In fact, the heaven of heavens cannot even
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contain Him. It is all within Him; He fills it all with His presence. Now how can He localize
Himself in a human body enough to say that all the fullness of God dwelt in His physical body as

Colossians 2:9 states?

In our discussions and teachings about Jesus Christ, we are sometimes too light. We are very
superficial and do not think it through. The preexistence of Jesus Christ is an amazing subject
about our Savior. This One whose name is wonderful (too difficult to understand), whom is called
Yahweh Himself, never got the name Yehoshua, but He still was Yehoshua because He has
always been salvation from the beginning to the end. “Look unto Me,” this Messiah says in
Isaiah, ““all the ends of the earth and be saved. For there is no other God besides Me. There is no

other Savior.” He has always been Yahweh-is-salvation.

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be

saved. (Acts 4:12)

People ask me, if there is any other way of being saved apart from Jesus? Is the grass green? Yes.
What are you asking? Because the Bible is very clear. There is no other salvation. How did they
get saved in the Old Testament? Typical Gentile question. Do you think any Jewish person who
never heard the name was excluded from the salvation, which He who is above every name and
has always existed provided at any age under any time? Do you understand what people are
saying? How was Abraham saved? I expect to see him in heaven. Along with Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph, Daniel, David, Solomon and all the rest. They are going to be in heaven, but how did they
get there? Though they never saw the earthly Jesus, you should never doubt for a minute that He

whom we are discussing has always been there. There was no other way. God told Abraham, “In
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thee all nations of the world will be blessed.” “In thy seed,” Abraham, and Galatians reminds us,
that it is not many seeds. We are not talking about all the Jewish people being your saviors. It is
only one Jewish person; the seed of Abraham will bring salvation to the entire world. Everybody
will come the same way. The Lord is salvation and there is no other way. The Lord is the only
one who can save you. No one else can. And if you existed before He became a baby, you still

had to call upon Him in order to be saved.

Did you know that every statement in the New Testament about what you are supposed to do is
based on the Old Testament? There simply is not anything new. You say, the Bible says
whosoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Well, that is how they got saved in the

Old Testament. In fact, that is a quotation from the Old Testament.

It is interesting to me how we think. No one in any age will ever be saved apart from Yahweh
who is salvation. That name was given to Him because that is who He is. They did not say, “Let’s
flip a coin. Shall we call Him Abraham? Jacob? David?”” No, we can only call Him one thing. We
can only call Him Yehoshua. It is the only thing we could call Him, because He is Yahweh, who
alone is salvation. It is the only thing we can call Him. We can tell people also that He is ha
Masheach, the Messiah that God has been talking about all the way through the Bible. He is the

redeemer, and this is exciting stuff!
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Turn to the first chapter of the Gospel of John. Under the preexistence of Jesus Christ, we are
going to study five subjects. The first of which is His position over all creation. The second
subject is His power to create all things. The third subject will be His providence in controlling
all things. The fourth subject is His presence in Old Testament times. There is actually quite a bit

involved with that. Finally, we will look at His preeminence over all things.

The first topic pertaining to the preexistence of Jesus Christ is His position over all creation. The
apostle John lived longer than the apostles and took care of the mother of Jesus. In fact, both of
their tombs are in the same place: the city of Ephesus. John the Apostle was in exile on the Isle of
Patmos, then was released back to Ephesus where he died and was buried. Mary was buried there
many years before, but she would have had a lot of interesting conversations with John about
Jesus. Ninety percent of John is not found in Matthew, Mark or Luke because John primarily
focuses on Christ’s deity and gives us quite a bit of information around the final week, which the

others do not.

Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the synoptic gospels. Optic means “eye.” Syn means “with.”
It is to look with the eye as though you are surveying the whole thing. As you look at Matthew,
Mark, and Luke you are looking at the gospel from different perspectives. Matthew looks at it
from the perspective that Christ is king; Mark, Christ as a servant; and Luke, Christ as the Son of

Man. Technically, John’s Gospel is set aside.
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First of all, John’s Gospel is set apart from the other Gospels by time because the Gospel of John
was written probably 60 years after the time of Christ. So there is a lot a time that goes by. Plus,
John knew Christ better than any of the others. He leaned on His breast at the Last Supper and
was the one to whom Christ committed the care of His mother. John was also known as the
theologian of the early church—not Paul (which is sort of surprising). The early church fathers
spoke of John as the theologian because he talked in theological terms. He likes to teach by
contrast, which is a bit different than Paul who is a teacher’s delight because he gives reasons and
causes and purposes and outlines it all very well. Therefore a lot of preachers like to preach the
Epistles of Paul. They are much more easier to put together. John’s are a little tougher. He teaches
by contrast, which is very Jewish (the same way in which the Proverbs are organized: “The way

of the wicked is like this; the way of the fool is like that.”).

For instance, the familiar contrasts of John are light and darkness. His epistles reveal the same
thing. First John 1:5 says, “God is light and in Him is no darkness at all.” He does the same thing
in the opening chapter as he discusses who Yeshua ha Masheach is. Who is this one? He is going
to do it by contrasts. Another great contrast in John’s writings is life and death, or love and hate
(“He who hates his brother, does not love Him....” There is also the contrast between sin and

righteousness.

Interestingly you will find more words in John using the term, “believe” than any other book.
Actually, the purpose of John is that you really believe who He is, for that is what is critical to the

entire argument.

The Gospel of John begins very differently than the other three Gospels. “In the beginning was

the Word, the Word was with God and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with
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God. All things were made by Him and without Him was not anything made that was made. In
Him was life.” Notice the relationship with all those terms of contrast which are often blended
together in comparisons. “In Him was life and the life was the light of men.” When John says,
light and darkness, light represents life and darkness represents death. Light and life represent
righteousness. Death and dark represent sin. There is a connection in all these contrasts that he

used.

“In Him was life and the life was the light of men. The light shineth in darkness and the darkness
comprehended it not,” or did not overpower it. For it had no power to squelch it. “There was a
man sent from God whose name was John.” This, of course, refers to John the Baptist. “The same

came for a witness to bear witness of the light.”

Now we know that the light and the life and the Word all refer to a person. “That all men through
Him might believe. He was not that light.” That is, John the Baptist was not that light. But he was
sent to bear witness of that light, Christ. That was the true light that lighteth every man that come
into the world. How is a man enlightened? How do the lights get turned on in a person’s life,
whether he is a believer or not? John 1:4 yields the answer. “In Him was life.” There are certainly
two kinds of life: physical and spiritual. All men have the light of God in them when they come

in the world because they all have life from God. “The breath of the Almighty has given my life.”

In Genesis 2:7, when God breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life, the Hebrew word is
plural. Literally meaning, “the breath of lives.” Now there are two kinds of life that God breathed
into man: physical and spiritual. When God said to Adam, “In the day you eat of the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil you shall surely die,” we know in the Bible’s account that Adam did
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not physically die that day, but he did spiritually die. That is why you can write to people who are

physically alive and say, “You are dead in your trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).

Is everybody still with me? This is really heavy stuff. It is simple, but heavy. Yet that is typical
John for you. When you learn Greek, the first book you will translate is 1 John because the words
are so simple, however, trying to understand the theology is very heavy. Every man has physical

life, but look at this:

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the
world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own

received him not. (John 1:10-11)

This refers to the Jewish people.

But as many as received him, to them gave he power [exousia] to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor

of the will of man, but of God. (John 12-13)

Then John takes us right back to verse 1 by saying, “And the Word” because John 1:1 says, “In
the beginning was the Word.” The Greek word is logos, which is used in English all the time.
This course is called Christology. It has the word /ogos in it. The study, or the word about Christ.

There is also archaeology, the study of archae or “old things.”
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“The Word [this /ogos] was made flesh.” Notice that it did not say, “the Word was made flesh
dwelt among us. We beheld His glory. The glory as of the only begotten of the Father full of
grace and truth.” Well let me tell you something. We just got a barrage of theological problems

sent to us in a very simple verse.

First, in verse 14 when it says “the Word was made flesh,” some translations say, “the Word was
flesh.” The Greek word is ginomai, which means “to become.” It means a change of condition. It
assumes a previous existence. Listen carefully to me, class. The preexistence of Jesus Christ is

taught in John 1:14 when it says, “the Word became flesh.”

Does it say that back in John 1:1 when it says, the Word was God? That He became God? No. It
does not. It says He was God, and there is a big difference. In John 1:14, however, this Word,
“became flesh,” which means that He was in existence before He became flesh and that He was

not flesh before He became it. So what was He before He became flesh?

John 4:24 says, “God [is] a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship [him] in spirit and in
truth.” He is first spirit, then He becomes flesh, but He is described as being the Word, the
revelation of God. Whatever God is, the Word, the declaration of that is what Jesus is. Is Jesus a

revelation of the invisible God? Absolutely.

The first point that I am talking about right now, is His position over all creation. Under that, I
want you to see three things. There are three things under the subject of His position is over all
creation. First, He is the revelation of the invisible God. Look down at John 1:18, “No man hath
seen God at any time.” He is invisible. He is the only begotten (there is that term again). You say,

“What does that mean?” Hang on, because I will tell you in a minute. “The only begotten Son
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which is in the bosom of the Father.” That is an interesting statement. “He hath declared Him.”
The word declare means “to manifest,” or “to let it be known,” or “to reveal,” as we would say in
English. He is revealed Him. The first thing that we say as we look at His position over all

creation, is that He is the revelation of the invisible God.

Paul gives his testimony and tells how Jesus Christ chose him to show longsuffering and a pattern

for those who would believe in 1 Timothy 1. Then he says:

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, [be] honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen. (1

Timothy1:17)

That is a testimony to Jesus’ deity, by the way, but He is called invisible.

By faith he [Moses] forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the
king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. (Hebrews

11:27)

One of the reasons that Jesus came into this world was to show us what God is like, because God
is invisible. With your physical eyes you cannot see God. With the eyes of faith you can see a lot
about God, and one day God is going to give you the privilege of looking on the face of His

incarnate Son. Revelation 22 tells us that we will see His face. He is the invisible God. The word

“invisible,” is used five times of Him in the Bible.
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Turn to Colossians 1. What are we talking about? He is the revelation of the invisible God. He

reveals who God is.

Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every
creature: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things
were created by him, and for him: And he is before all things
[preexistence], and by him all things consist [They hold
together]. And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence. For it pleased the Father that in him

should all fullness dwell. (Colossians 1:15-19)

That is an incredible passage. Every image is a likeness, but every likeness is not an image. An
image is an exact reproduction. If you see two twins, you would say that they look alike, but one
is not the image of the other. Why is a son in the image of his father? When Adam begat sons in
Genesis 5 it says they were in the image of Adam. This is genetically true. Your DNA is in the
image of your parents. Let me say it again. Every image is a likeness, but not every likeness is an

image.

In the case of Jesus, “He is the image of the invisible God.” He is the revelation of the invisible

God, but, number two, He is a complete representation of the invisible God.
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In John 14:8-9, Philip said, “Show us the Father and it sufficeth us.” In other words, “We’ll be
happy if you just show us the Father.” What an audacious, arrogant statement that was. Jesus
turned to Philip and said, “He that has seen Me has seen the Father.” He is the complete

representation of the invisible God.

In Hebrews 1:3, another very important passage, it says of Him, “Who being the brightness of His
glory and the express image of His person.” The New American Standard Bible translates it as

“exact reproduction.”

Let me give you an example. If | had some clay up here and I had an instrument like a stamp. If
pushed the stamp into the clay and pulled it out, what is left is the image. It is the exact
reproduction. It was the exact thing that was implanted in that. Now, if [ have a piece of paper
and try to just draw out of my mind what that image looks like, my drawing is a likeness, but it is
not the image. The image was planted in the clay. Jesus Christ is not simply a likeness, but the

image of the invisible God. That is quite a statement.

The third thing I would mention under His position over all creation, is that He is the special
reason for the creation. Imagine creating it all for yourself. That is exactly what God did. You
see, Colossians 1 tells you that. Have you ever asked yourself, “Why did God make us?” You can
ask a lot of why questions. “Why did God make us?” Some people say, “Well, He needed
somebody to love.” No, He did not. The Father loved the Son. You are no improvement. Thank
God He does love us, but that is not the reason He made you. “Well, He needed fellowship. He
was lonely.” No, He was not. The Father fellowshipped with the Son, and the Son with the
Father, and the Spirit with the Son. What is the big deal here? Well then why did He make us? To

glorify Himself. He did it because He wanted to. That is the only reason I exist. To glorify God.
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That is why the Westminster Catechism asked, “What is the chief end of man?” Its answer: “To

glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” This is the reason.

Colossians 1:15 says, “He is the firstborn of every creation.” The word “firstborn” is the word
prototokos in Greek, and is used nine times in the New Testament. Now when you read
“firstborn,” what do you think? You think it is the one born first, right? You say, “I am a firstborn
son. | was the first child my parents had.” That is not the meaning of prototokos. Let me give you
an example. In Romans 8:29, Jesus Christ is called “the firstborn among all the believers.” Well,
He was not the first one born from a standpoint of time. All of this in this room have been born
after He was. It has to mean something more than that. Today’s class is preparing you for those
guys who come by your house wearing white shirts and ties and riding bicycles. In case you did
not know. Hebrews 1:6 says, “Again when He bringeth in the first begotten into the world.” It is
literally “firstborn,” prototokos. He says, “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” This is
certainly an unusual firstborn child. How many of you are firstborn? Well, then you obviously
want to be worshipped. How many of you are not firstborn child? Do we want to worship them?

No way.

It does not refer to the one who was born first. Prototokos is talking about the position. That is
why this whole point is called “His position over all creation.” He is the firstborn of all creation.
He is the pre-eminent one. He is the priority. No one takes His place, and that is why God says,
“Let all the angels of God worship Him.” The Bible says that He who is the head of the church is

the firstborn. No one deserves to be mentioned in the same breath.

Now in Revelation 22:8-9, the angel that was bringing God’s message, acting as an emissary or a

servant boy for God. John is so excited that he falls down at the feet of the angel. The angel stops
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him and says “No, no, no, no. Worship God alone.” But wait a minute. In Hebrews 1:6, it says of
the firstborn that the Father brought into the world, “Let all the angels of God worship Him.”
There is only one conclusion. He is God, because otherwise He cannot be the firstborn over all
creation. The only one who designed everything to praise Himself, the only one who designed all
to glorify Himself, was God. “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” If He is
God, I understand this. If He is not God, the whole thing is crazy, and it does not make any sense

at all.

It is another testimony—another way of looking at the testimony of the Bible to the deity of Jesus

Christ. He is the firstborn over all creation.

What have we learned about His position over creation? He is the revelation of the invisible God.
He declares, shows, and reveals who God is, because God is invisible. He became visible to show
us what God is like. Second, He is the complete representation of the invisible God. You do not
need to say, “Well you know, I did look at Jesus, but I’'m kind of into Mohammed and
Maimonides and a lot of other people. I would like to see all the aspects of who God might be.”
No! You have the wrong message. The message of the Bible is that when you come to Jesus, you
have arrived. There is nothing else to learn. “All the fullness of God dwells in Him.” “In Him are

hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). Do you understand?

How stupid are all the churches that do not speak of Jesus. There is a church group that said this
to me that, “Well, we worship the Father. That’s the only one you’re supposed to worship and we

believe it’s blasphemy to worship the Son.” No, it is not. The Father told you to do that.
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Every father understands this. When you honor the son, you honor the father. People ask, “Can

you honor Jesus too much and ignore the Father?” No way. He who has seen the Father sees it in

Jesus. This is a problem. Is Jesus the Father? No. He is the exact representation of Him. You say,

“My head hurts. It’s lunch. It’s going to get worse. We’re just warming up. It’s the first day. I

want to go into underwater basket weaving. [ don’t want to study this. I want something simple,

man. [ want to preach the gospel but I just don’t want to study and think.”

This brings us to the second subject under preexistence. It is not only His position over all

creation, but His power to create all things. Again in Colossians 1:16 it says, “For by Him were

all things created.”

“How many things were created by Jesus Christ?”

“All things.”

You say, “Oh well what about the galaxies?”

“It says ‘in heaven and in earth, visible and invisible.””

“What about demons?”

“He did that too.”

“What about the angels?”
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“He created all the angels too.”

“Jesus?”

“Yeah. He’s not the brother of Michael, or the brother of Satan which is the worse argument, or
that He is Michael the archangel. No, He created the angels. All principalities and powers.

Everything that you have ever seen or cannot see was created by Him.”

Colossians 1:16 says, “All things were created by Him.” The Greek word is dia, meaning
“through His agency.” Romans 11:36 says, “For from Him, out of Him, and through Him and
unto Him are all things, to whom be glory forever.” Everything comes from His creative hand,
and it exists because He made it. All things are being worked after His own power. He is
sustaining it all, and all things have their ultimate objective to glorify Him and praise Him. He is
the God of all things. Everything that He made are not only made “by Him,” but they are also
“for Him.” You were made for Jesus. I like that. You will never be complete, fulfilled, satisfied

until you understand that your sufficiency is of Christ. You do not need anything else.

I get amused. Pastors all the time get mail from people who are offering things. Our radio
ministry gets tons of stuff like that. It is just amazing to me. Everybody believes that you are not
quite what you should be. They got something that will help you be what God wants you to be.
Now that is the basic marketing strategy of most things that are Christian. “You need to attend
our seminar or seminary in order to be the most fulfilled person. All of your dreams, ambitions,
and your meaning and purpose in life can really be clarified in our special video series. It is only
$29.95. And if you will send for your prayer hanky we will...”—on and on it goes. You know, I

look at all this stuff and I say, “You know the whole marketing principle is wrong. The strategy is
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all wrong, because I already got everything in Jesus Christ my Lord.” If you want to help me

know more about Him, I would be interested in talking to you, but I am not interested in anything

else because nothing is missing.

The other day a man asked me after church, “Have you received the second blessing?”

I said, “Yes sir.”

“Oh, praise the Lord.”

Then I said, “And the third and the fourth and the fifth.”

He said, “Oh no.”

I said, “Oh yes. Ephesians 1 says that I have been blessed with all blessings in Jesus Christ my

Lord.”

I have got everything. I have it all. It is amazing. By the time we are done with this course, if you
do not love Jesus, then I have failed. This is the most wonderful person you have ever known in
your entire life. He is that God that made you. He is the God who wants you. He loves you. He

wants you to glorify Him, and He will fulfill your deepest needs. You can say it. It is okay.

In John 1:3, just to back it up, it speaks of His power to create all things. It says, “All things were
made by Him.” Listen to this one: “Without Him was not anything made that was made.” Well,

how was it all made? Go back to Hebrews 11 and it tells you, “Through faith we understand that
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the world were framed by the word of God” (Hebrews 11:3). It is another statement of His deity.
Connect the passages. How did all things come into existence? By the word of God. He simply
said it. In Genesis 1 you read multiple times, “God said, Let there be light.” “God said, let the
trees breathe.” “God said, let there be light and an ocean and all that.” God just has to say the

word. And there it is.

The worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of
things which do appear. I see this glass. Here is another glass. I will bet this was created from
this. No, the Bible says that whatever came into existence, was not made from what it appears.
Whatever you see in the physical, material universe had nothing to do with created the physical
and material universe. Now that is not the way evolution! That is what we call creation ex nihilo,
which is simply Latin for “out of nothing.” In the beginning God created. The Hebrew word is
barah. There was nothing. Evolutionists, even when they honor God, like theistic evolutionists do
in certain Christian schools, are denying a clear statement of the Bible, that somehow God created

the first thing and the process, but then it develops and becomes all of this. No! That is wrong.

I remember sitting in a class one day as they were trying to explain to me about why the sun,
moon and stars only appeared on the fourth day. They could not have been created on the fourth
day. I am listening to it. Their reason for that, is that we have to have the sun and stars to have the
vegetation on the third day. Here you have got vegetation. You have trees bearing fruit on the
third day of creation, but you do not have the sun, moon and stars until the fourth day. They were
doing a number about it. They felt the sun, moon and stars just appeared. There was some sort of
foggy up in the ozone or whatever, you know. So it just appeared then. But they had to be in
existence or you could not have the plant life. We all know that. Really? They said they just

appeared. Yet God said He made them and put them in the sky on the fourth day. I am sitting here
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listening to this. Earlier he said the dry land appeared. So if he wanted to say the sun, moon and
stars appeared, why did he not use the same word? Why did he say he made them on the fourth
day? Why did he not just say they appeared on the fourth day and we would all be happy? The
reason being is because He made them on the fourth day. They were not in existence in Genesis
1:1, when he said, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” No, it did not include
the sun, moon and stars. People say, “Wait a minute. You have to have light in order to have
vegetation because they are in their adult mature forms and if he planted the seeds, they would
have to grow.” No, that is not what the Bible says. The Bible says, “The first day He said, ‘Let
there be light.” And there was light.” We do not need the sun, moon and stars for light. In the
eternal city, the New Jerusalem in Revelation we will no longer have the sun, moon and stars for
the Lord God will be all the light we need. There will be no night there, that is what I call light!
People say, “Wait a minute. Light travels at 186,000 miles a second, it would have to go through
space, and it would take 24 billion years to arrive at this planet.” Oh I do not think so at all. When
God said, “Let there be light,” He diffused light in the whole system at once. “Well, that would

be a miracle.” That is true.

My blessed Lord Jesus Christ is the one who did it. All things were made by Him. It was His
word and nothing that [ see came out of previously existing materials. It was all ex nihilo, created

out of nothing by my Lord.

When He did not create something out of nothing, He said so, but whatever He created the next
thing out of He created first to start with. You say, “What are you talking about?”” Well, take
man’s body for example. He formed man’s body out of the dust of the ground, but He had already
created the chemical elements of the dust. That is why when you die, your spirit leaves you, and

you, in fact, return to the dust. Your body decays. Why? Because you are nothing but dirt. Amen.
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Might as well look at each other right now and say, “Do you know you are nothing but dirt? But

God loves you anyway.”

The Bible says that the Father pities His children (Psalm 103:14), because He is ever mindful that

we are nothing but dust. That is chemically true. These chemical elements that are in the body

that forms the body, where did they come from? From the soil.

“Who made the soil and those chemical elements?”

“God did.”

“What did He use to make it?”

“Nothing.”

“How can you explain that?”

“Through faith.”

“Oh, we are just supposed to believe it?”

“Yes, because God said so.”

“Well, that’s in the Bible. It was written by men.”
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The third issue is His providence in controlling all things. This one who came into the world as a
baby in Bethlehem had been around through all the ages of time. He is working continually. As a

matter of fact, He is controlling all things in the universe.

In Colossians 1:17 it says, “By Him all things consist.” They hold together. Why do the world’s

not clash? How do you explain orbiting of the planets? What is going on here?

In Hebrews 1:3, we read, “Upholding all things by the word of His power.” You know one day
that the Lord is going to let it all crash. The stars in the heaven will fall. The elements of the earth
will melt and the whole thing is going to be blown sky high. Why is that going to happen?
Because He will not hold it together anymore by His word. But by His word, He will destroy it
with fire. He will cause the most gigantic explosion the world has ever seen. There is no movie
theater that could possibly create in our minds the explosion that is going to happen. Words are
used of thermonuclear destruction are in 2 Peter 3. The whole place is going to be blown sky

high. Do not get real excited about Earth Day.

He sustains all the laws of the universe by His own power. He has been working night and day.
The idea that He is taking a nap since Creation, because it said, “He rested,” is wrong. He just
ceased from His work of creation. He does not cease from His work of providence. He is still
controlling. Providence means the control of all things. There is not anything that our Savior is

not controlling, and has been long before He became a baby in Bethlehem.

The next subject is heavy duty: His presence in Old Testament times. We are not going to get into

that, but I am simply going to tell you what we are going to study. First, we are going to study the
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uniqueness of the Angel of the Lord. We are going to tell you that we believe the Angel of the

Lord in the Old Testament is nothing but the pre-existent Jesus Christ.

Secondly, we are going to discuss the understanding of the term, “Lord of Hosts” (Lord of
Armies), which is used 236 times in the Bible. We are going to show you that the Lord of Hosts

is none other than our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, before He ever became a baby in Bethlehem.

We will also take a look at the use of plural pronouns in the Old Testament concerning the person
of God. We will discuss the unity of New Testament writers as they discuss the relationship of

Jesus Christ to the Father and His work previous to becoming a baby in Bethlehem.

Father, thank You for Your many blessings. Thank You for Your Word. Help us,
Lord, as we study the person of Jesus Christ to once again fall in love with Him,
to commit our lives to Him, to do what He wants, to reflect His glory. Help us to

constantly praise Him. Thank You, Lord. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

You are dismissed.
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We are speaking about our first subject, the preexistence of Jesus Christ. We talked about His
position over all creation. He is the revelation of the invisible God. He is the complete
representation of the invisible God. He is the special reason for the creation. He is the firstborn,
which does not mean that He was born first. It is not the standpoint of time as is clear in the
Bible. But prototokos is used nine times as referring to His uniqueness, or His specialness. The
fact is that all creation was designed for Him. He is above it all. We talked about His power to
create all things. “All things were made by Him. Without Him was not anything made that was
made.” We talked about His providence in controlling everything. “He upholds all things by the

word of His power” Hebrews 1:3. He is sustaining all the laws of the universe (Colossians 1:17).

We have now come to His presence in Old Testament times. We talked a lot about the importance
of the word “name.” His name is above every name. We mentioned that even though you will see
in books, the names of God (like Jehovah Rapha or El Shaddai), these are not really names like
we use that word in English. They are not really titles. They speak of the character and attributes
and activity of God. God said His name was Yahweh or the Tetragrammaton (four letters that
express who God is). There are many qualities and attributes of Him. The word name is used 800
times in the Old Testament, and 200 in the New. It never occurs in the plural, but is always in the
singular. We are going to talk about the fact that Yeshua ben Josef (Jesus son of Joseph), who
came into this world as a baby in Bethlehem, had always existed. He did not begin His existence
when He became a baby in Bethlehem, or when He was conceived in the womb of Mary. He is
the eternal Son of God and we are going to look into that wonderful teaching in the Tenach (the

Old Testament) today. I hope it will be a blessing to you.
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Take your Bibles and turn to Psalm 34. In dealing with the presence of the Messiah in the Old
Testament, we are going to deal with four things. There is evidence that God is more than one (he
exists as Father, Son and Spirit). We are going to look at, first of all, a wonderful subject, the
Angel of the Lord. The Hebrew term is Malach Yahweh. Now malach can also be translated

messenger.

Watch out when you read “angel” that your mind does not immediately go to somebody that
looks more like a woman than a man, has wings, and looks rather sweet and angelic. Not that they
could not look that way, but I just doubt seriously that they do. They are not women. They are
sexless, but I do not want to make a big deal over that. A lot of people sure do. They definitely
are not like those cute little cherubs that we have all over our Victorian houses. But, you know,

those are cute too. Let us not ruin everybody’s life.

Anyway, we are going to talk about the Angel of the Lord. A malach is simply a messenger—one
who is sent on a mission. It is interesting if you put it into Greek, you would get apostolo, which
you have the word “to send” or “apostle” in English. It is just said from the word. An apostle is
one who is sent. In some respects it can be an angel, or, in other words, a messenger. Is there a
unique group of beings that God has created whom we normally refer to as angels? Yes, of
course. Cherubim, seraphim, and some of the ranks and orders of those angels. There is one angel
mentioned as the archangel. That is Michael the Archangel. No, that is not Jesus Christ in case
you have heard a lot of Jehovah’s Witness talk. Michael bows the knee to Jesus Christ. There is a
book in secular bookstores that, oh its beautiful, which talks about the seven angels of God. It is
really gorgeous, and they are all named there. Excuse me. There are a lot more angels. It says the

seven archangels. That comes from Jewish Talmudic literature. There is only one archangel
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according to the Bible. Some of the fantasy teaching that is in the Talmud as well as in other
writings, comes up with more archangels. They think that Gabriel, meaning strength of God, is an
archangel. The Bible never says he is. Michael is called the archangel, which pretty well settles it.
He is not an, or one of, he is the archangel. There is the angel also over the demons as well, and

his name is Satan.

In looking at this, I was down at Mother’s Kitchen in Newport Beach, which is a health and

nutritional type place. It is kind of a little occultic and New Age too. I came in and there was this

gigantic display of angels right in the doorway. There was a big sign and all these cute little

cherubs around. There were books all over the place on angels, and featuring was this beautiful

multi-colored, Seven Archangels of God. So I opened it up and I looked at it and so forth. I told

the attendant at the counter, “Is the manager available.”

She said, “Why?”

I said, “There is a really big problem over here at this table.”

So the manager came out, and he said, “What’s the problem?”

I said, “This book, it’s not right.”

He said, “It’s not right?”

I said, “No. It says there are seven archangels. There is only one. They’ve got seven in here.
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Here, look for yourself.”

He looked at me and thought, “What’s going on?”

And I said, “Besides, the best book on angels you don’t even have here.”

He said, “Really? What one’s that?”

“A book by Billy Graham. Ever heard of him? He wrote on angels. You need that book here. I’d
put it right in the center if [ were you. Kind of feature it. By the way, he has a lot of other good
books too. He has a little simple one called, Peace with God. We all need peace, don’t we?”

“Well, yeah.” Now, he is realizing, “I have a real serious weirdo here.”

Well there are not seven archangels. There is only one, and Jesus is not an angel. The cults are
going to use what [ am now going to teach you in exactly the opposite way to prove that He is

nothing but an exalted angel of God. That is how they do it.

In Psalm 34:7, just to show you some of the blessing of this, it says, “the angel (the hamalach) of
the Lord (Yahweh) encampeth round about them that fear Him and delivereth him (or them).” We
have one angel called the Angel of the Lord encamping around everybody who fears Him,
because He uses the plural. He delivers them. So whoever this one angel is, He is either moving
real quick from person to person, or He has the ability to be in more places at once than anyone

else can be.
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In Psalm 35:5-6 it says, “Let them be as chaff [talking about the wicked] before the wind and let
the Angel of the Lord chase them. Let their way be dark and slippery and let the Angel of the
Lord persecute them.” Why would David be referring to that? Because in past Jewish history,
before David’s time, there is biblical record about the power and greatness of the Angel of the

Lord.

Turn to Zechariah, to see how one of the later prophets proves that the Bible is consistent on this
subject. In 12:8 it says, “In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem.” This is
talking about the Battle of Armeggedon. “In that day shall the Lord defend the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. And he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David. And the house of God
shall be as God as the Angel of the Lord before them.” You see, that phrase will remind the Jews
how the Angel of the Lord led them, even in the wilderness. How he fought for them. How he
defeated their enemies, and now at the Battle of Armeggedon the prayer is, or the statement is that
the Lord will defend them. Even the most feeble Jew is going to be like the Angel of the Lord.
They will be supernaturally empowered to defend themselves against all the attacks against them.
All the nations will be against them. In fact, verse 9 says that God will destroy all the nations that

come against Jerusalem.

The Angel of the Lord appears fifty-nine times, however, the actual Hebrew words malach
Yahweh appear only fifty-seven of those times. I know it is two times to quibble about. You also

have the term the Angel of God appearing six times.

Now, we are going to give you seven examples, and hopefully these examples will demonstrate to

you who the Malach Yahweh (the Angel of the Lord) really is. Let us go first of all to Abraham in
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Genesis 22. Believe me, folks, you need to get this material down. The cultists will really do a

number against people with all these passages showing that Jesus is not what we say He is.

In Genesis 22:11, Abraham is ready to stretch forth his hand and kill his son, Isaac. You say,
“How can he do that?” Because Hebrews 11 tells us that the promise of God was through Isaac
and Abraham had believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness, he actually believed
that God, if he wanted to kill him, would raise him immediately from the dead. He knew that,
because he did not have any baby yet, so he knew that according to God’s promise Isaac would
also have a son. He knew that God would have to raise him from the dead. He was willing to kill
that boy. It shows a great faith of Abraham who said that he did not waver through unbelief but
grew strong in the promise of God. He was fully persuaded that what God had promised, He
would perform. Hebrews 11 points out that it was all a type and a picture of the death and

resurrection of our Savior.

But anyway, in Genesis 22:11, it mentions the Angel of the Lord. Now many times it says, “an
angel.” It is not significant in Greek as it is in Hebrew. Let me explain. This is not referring
always to a definite article, but it does in this context. I will show you why. In Greek, if I said,
“THE Angel of the Lord,” it does not necessarily mean that he is the only one. He could be the
angel that we are talking about out of a group of angels. The definite article in Greek specifies or
identifies that noun. In Greek it is not as significant. That is why many times it is just a normal

angel when it says the angel of the Lord opened the door and Peter went out and so forth.

In the Old Testament, when you put the definite article in front of it, it is the one and only one
Angel of the Lord. If it says just an angel or it uses the plural, then you know it is another one of

the created beings. The definite article is a very important point.
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And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and
said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here [am] I. And he said,
Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto
him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not
withheld thy son, thine only [son] from me. And Abraham lifted
up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind [him] a ram caught in
a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and
offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. And
Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said
[to] this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. (Genesis

22:11-14)

The Lamb was provided for our sins. Anyway, now look at 22:15.

And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven

the second time. (Genesis 22:15)

Do not miss this text and the details of it. The Angel of the Lord did the calling. It was the second

time, which means, the first one we read was the Angel of the Lord.

And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because
thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son: That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I

will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand
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which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate
of his enemies; And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth

be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. (Genesis 22:16)

Who is this one? First of all, only one according to the Bible, can swear by himself. There is a
beautiful argument on that in Hebrews 6:13-20 (about the promise of God). He does not need to
sear by anything else, because there is not anything else. By an a priori argument, He is the
Creator. He swore by Himself, and so His own character that He will not change, and His word
says, “I change not,” Malachi 3:6. What you have here is a powerful statement to the deity of the
Angel of the Lord. He is actually claiming to be Yahweh. “By Myself | have sworn, saith Yahweh.
“And you have not withheld your son and you have obeyed My voice.” This is an incredible
testimony to the identity of the Malach Yahweh. The Angel of the Lord is the messenger that God
the Father would send into this world. He was working actively in Old Testament times long

before He became a baby in Bethlehem.

Let us now go to the case of Moses in Exodus 3. If you are Jewish, then there are a couple of
heavy duty names that you just do not treat lightly ever (Abraham, King David, and Moses).
Moses was a great law giver. We do not fool around with Moses. Moses was the one God used to
give us the Torah, which is basically, or uniquely, the first five books of the Bible, but can also
refer to the entire Tenach. It can also refer to just the Ten Commandments. It has a lot of
applications. Torah can refer to any commandment. | think this is stretching it a bit, but if you
were raised in a Jewish home and your mother did not like what you were doing and she wanted
to do something else, she would shout at you, “It’s a mitzvah!” The word mitzvah means

commandment. So, you see what she wants to do is put a little authority behind what she is
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asking you to do. She knows it is not in the Bible. She does not have a verse to prove her point,

but it is a mitzvah. That means you do what your momma wants.

What we have here, in fact, is the authority of God Himself coming out through this Angel of the
Lord. To Moses He is the author of the Torah, the first five books which continually tell us about
Yahweh’s voice, speaking, commanding , telling us things. When you read something out of that
life of Moses, it carries a certain impact to a Jewish heart that is not always that obvious to some
of us. In Exodus 3:1, we learn that Moses, after he fled Egypt, kept the flock of Jethro (his father-
in-law and the priest of Midian). He led the flock to the back side of the desert, came to the
Mountain of God, and even to Horeb. How could Moses lead the children of Israel out of Egypt
and come right to Mount Sinai? Because he had been there before. He had spent 40 years on the
back side of the desert. He knew it like the back of his hand, and it was no problem at all. I can
see Moses in the desert yelling at them, “No, not that way. Over here. I’ve been here before.
Follow me.” Now, I may have added a little to the word of God there, but we do know that when
Moses complained to God that is exactly what he said. “These people, they are so rebellious.
They don’t follow me. They don’t do what I tell them.” I can see him chasing down sheep and
goats and putting them away. “We have to go through that little crevice right over there. I know
what I’m doing. Follow me now.” It was really frustrating, but he had been there before. He knew

the area quite well, because something happened at the foot of that mountain that changed his life.

He was a talented, and very eloquent speaker, though he tried to tell God that he was not, which
was kind of stupid. He was trained in all the educational advantages of ancient Egypt (Acts 7:22
tells us that). He knew all their wisdom and could speak eloquently, but when he started to
complain to God he said, “Oh I am slow of speech and tongue.” That is when God “got ticked”

(My translation). God really became upset with him for that one. “Who do you think [ am? Do I
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not know whether you can speak or not?”” God was so mad at him that he judged him and told

him that Aaron would do all talking. I feel sorry for Aaron, because he never really came up with

anything original in his life. The poor guy. Can you imagine going into Pharaoh? God would not

let Moses talk directly to Pharaoh. Moses always had to tell Aaron what to say to Pharaoh.

“Tell Pharaoh, ‘Let my people go.””

Aaron says, “Let my people go.”

Pharaoh says, “I am not going to do that.”

He turns to Moses, “I’m not....”

Can you not see how this would irritate Moses a little? “I heard it. I heard it.” It was God’s little

judgment on him. He was not allowed to talk to Pharaoh because he lied to God.

Anyway, one of the greatest things that ever happened in his life, was this event at the foot of

Mount Horeb.

And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire
out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush

burned with fire, and the bush [was] not consumed. (Exodus 3:2)

Right away you notice something very interesting here. The devouring fire is God’s way of

demonstrating His presence. The pillar of fire. “Our God is a consuming fire,” the Bible says. He
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is not merely fire, but He can appear in a flame of fire. Now it came “out of the midst of a bush:
and he looked and behold the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.” That was
pretty unusual. I like what one writer who has surveyed that area archaeologically said, “It was a
miracle he found a bush.” Now I have also been through that area, and Sinai is even desolate of
sagebrush. It is one of the most barren deserts in the entire world. The fact that there was a bush,
was unusual. The bush was on fire. Moses was probably just a little upset about that because the
bush was probably one of the few things he could have used to get a little relief from the heat of

the sun and here, it is on fire. Anyway, he turns to see why the bush is not burned.

Exodus 3:4 says, “When the Lord saw....” Wait a minute. The Angel of the Lord appeared, but in

verse 4 it says:

And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called
unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses.

And he said, Here [am] 1. (Exodus 3:4)

People say, “Oh come on, he’s talking to a bush?” If a voice came out of a bush that was on fire

and talked to you, I think that you would listen. You would probably freeze and panic.

And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy

feet, for the place whereon thou standest [is] holy ground.

(Exodus 3:5)

God said the same thing to Joshua as you can find in Joshua 5. Again it was the Captain of the

Host of the Lord, the Angel of the Lord that appeared to Joshua and told him to “take your shoes
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off. The place where you are standing is holy ground.” And it was the Lord Yahweh who spoke
to Joshua. Only it was the Angel of the Lord or the Captain of the Lord of Hosts. I did not even

put that one down here. There are a lot of interesting things concerning this.

Moreover he said, I [am] the God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses

hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God. (Exodus 3:6)

You have to perform some sort of spiritual gymnastics to get out of the problem of this text. The
Angel of the Lord is called Yahweh who turns aside, or calls to him. He is called God. He tells

him to take off your shoes for the place where you are standing is holy ground.

There is a little chorus that I like which was written on this little fact about taking your shoes off,

“because the place you are standing is holy ground.” It goes like this:

This is holy ground

We're standing on holy ground,

For the Lord is present and where He is is holy,
This is holy ground

We're standing on holy ground,

For the Lord is present and where He is is holy,

Go to Exodus 14. This is at the time they got out of Egypt and the Lord fought for them and

defeated the armies of the Egyptians. Here is one of those six usages of the Angel of God.
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And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel,
removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went

from before their face, and stood behind them. (Exodus 14:19)

Remember in Zechariah, the Battle of Armageddon, they said that God will make those people
Jews like the Angel of God who went before them. What is it referring to? The fact that who led
them through the wilderness? It was not just Moses, and certainly after he got out of Mount

Horeb he needed help. The Angel of God led them.

Here it says, “And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went
behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them.”
That pillar of cloud, that pillar of fire is described as being the glory of Yahweh in Exodus 40.

The last chapter says:

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory
of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to
enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode
thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And
when the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the
children of Israel went onward in all their journeys: But if the
cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that
it was taken up. For the cloud of the LORD was upon the
tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all
the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. (Exodus

40:34-38)
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It is obvious, the Angel of the Lord, according to Exodus 14:19, is the one who went before them,
who was in that pillar of cloud, yet according to Exodus 40 it was the glory of Yahweh that was
in that pillar of cloud. The uniqueness of the Angel of the Lord is one of the prominent reasons

why we speak of the preexistence of Jesus Christ.

Look at the case of Balaam, and turn to Numbers 22. Balaam was a prophet of God and he found
out that it does not pay to compromise. He was being pressured by the king of Moab to curse
Israel, but he finds out that God is in control, even of his own mouth. He has an experience with a
donkey, where the donkey turns around and talks to him. Now that will shake you up a bit. When
I read that story I like to say, “Hey, if God used Balaam’s ass, He can use you.” God can use

anybody He wants anytime He wants. Do not think too highly of yourself.

And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of
the LORD stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now
he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.
And the ass saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and
his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside out of the
way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn
her into the way. But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of
the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that side.
And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust herself
unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he
smote her again. And the angel of the LORD went further, and

stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the
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right hand or to the left. And when the ass saw the angel of the
LORD, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was
kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff. And the LORD
opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What
have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three
times? And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked
me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I
kill thee. And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon
which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? was
I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay. Then the
LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the
LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand:
and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face. And the
angel of the LORD said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten
thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to withstand thee,
because thy way is perverse before me: And the ass saw me, and
turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me,
surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive. And
Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have sinned; for [
knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now
therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. And the
angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only
the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So

Balaam went with the princes of Balak. (Numbers 22:22-35)



Session 3 Christology — David Hocking 16
The Angel of the Lord

Again in the story, as you continue to read, God will tell him what to speak. Numbers 23:5 says
that the Lord put a word in Balaam’s mouth. The point is that the Angel of the Lord is identified

also as the Lord in that story.

Turn to Judges 2. Is anybody getting the idea that He might have existed before He was a baby in
