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BALANCED CHRI STI ANI TY
I

Man is conscious of two worlds, an outer and an inner, a
public and a private, an objective and a subjective. He is
consci ous al so that these two worlds act and react upon each
other; he is influenced by that world around and he in turn
i nfluences it.

He is further conscious that his own inner and private world
isatriple realm each of the three el enents of which interact
upon one another. In the one real mwork THOUGHTS, i deas,
reasoni ngs, plans. Though these thoughts upon various subjects
arouse FEELINGS, of love or hatred, likes or dislikes, affection
or aversion. In the third realmof his iner Iife which man can
di stingui sh, he observes the WLL at work; he nakes decisions for
or agai nst a proposed action or course.

This triple and interacting world is terned the HEART
because it is the center of man's whole [ife, and out of it flow
the issues of life, as the blood flows fromthe physical heart to
all parts of man's body.

Man is further and painfully conscious that both the world
around and the world within are in disorder. Something is
radically wong with both. The physical world and its forces now
help him now hurt him The noral influences, also, of the beings
he touches are now a bl essing, now a bane; now they purify him
now corrupt him And he influences others sinmlarly.



Mor eover, the uniform experience of all mankind, continued
t hrough t housands of years, has proved man's personal and
conplete inability to reduce to order either the world w thout or
the world within. The confusion and corruption of both are nore
awful today than ever.

Each man knows that his THOUGHTS are never absolutely right,
true, correct, pure. He thinks wongly, forns opinions that
usual Iy need correcting, has ideas that he knows are foul, or
cruel, or unworthy. These he can never wholly exclude, or
dismss, or purify. He knows, too, that his FEELINGS are nore or
| ess sel fish, prejudiced, deceitful, and are all too likely to
hurry himinto actions he knows to be unwi se or wong. He is al so
aware that his WLL is inconstant, unreliable, too easily swayed
by his desires or dislikes, and too often divided, distracted,
that is, dragged in opposite directions.

To right-mnded persons all this is a cause of grief and deep
solicitude: but what can be done? In his soberer nonments nan
responds sadly to the cry of an old witer, "Wetched man that |
am Who shall deliver nme?" (Rom 7:24).

Now it is a nonmentous fact that once, and only once since
this disorder entered man's nature, there lived on earth a man
whose inner world was conpletely and continuously free from
di sorder. He never had thoughts that he needed to correct or
regret; He never felt feelings that were unloving; Hs will was
single, undistracted, always directed to truth,right, purity.

Mor eover, He manifested al so a notable power of control over
the world around Hm He reduced tenpests to qui etness; He wal ked
serenely on stormtossed water; H's word of command caused food
to nultiply, diseases to disappear, health and vigor to revive;
the very dead were restored to life, showing that Hs authority
extended to that region of the universe also.

But nore notable was Hi s influence upon the noral world
around. He read the thoughts of nmen's hearts; the w cked sl unk
fromH s presence convicted and ashaned; the repentant were
pardoned and granted peace as to the guilty past; the
fainthearted were cheered, the sad conforted, the perpl exed
gui ded: there was no sincere heart but was the better for contact
with Jesus of Nazareth.

Even yet nore noteworthy was His authority over denons, those
i nvi sible aggravators of human di scord and di sorder. They
trenbl ed before Hm fled at H s command, and their victins
becanme gloriously free fromtheir debasing influence.

Ampl e proof of all this is found in the four accounts of Hi's
life known as the Gospels.

The advent of such a Man in this disordered universe was of
t he hi ghest possible inportance and significance. It showed that
there is a life-energy superior to all forces of disorder, though



lived under truly human conditions. "Qur Savior, Christ Jesus,
abol i shed death and brought life and incorruption to light" (Il
Tim 1:10). Before Hs life on earthit had not here been
denonstrated conclusively that there exists a life that
corruption cannot reach,for in fact all other |ife had decayed.

But WHAT life had this Man? It was human |ife, show ng al
the normal, ideal marks of this. But why, then, did Hs life
prevail in the battle against sin while all other hunman bei ngs
fail in this battle? One who lived with Hmthree and a half
years and watched H mcl osely, by night as well as by day, has
left on record the result of his scrutiny of Jesus. He tells us
that he canme to see that working through the human life of Chri st
t here wasanot her and higher life, one that had the inpress and
marks of eternity, for it showed no trace of that variabl eness,
frailty, and transitoriness that the life of earth displays. It
was, indeed, that ETERNAL |ife, that DOVINE |ife, which had
al ways existed with God the Father and was now i n Jesus bei ng
mani fested unto men on earth (I John 1:2). Unaided human |ife,
even when originally sinless, had al ways succunbed to the forces
of disorder: human life conjoined with, suffused w th, reinforced
by eternal |ife was superior thereto. The Son of Mary, the Son of
man, was the eternal Son of God, God manifest in human nature.

"O |l oving wi sdom of our God! When all was sin and shane, A
second Adamto the fight And to the rescue cane.

"O wisest |lovel that flesh and bl ood Wiich did in Adam fall
Shoul d strive afresh against the foe, Should strive and shoul d
prevail .

"And that a higher gift than grace Should fl esh and bl ood
refine, God' s presence, and H's very self, And essence
all-divine."

Thi s uni queness of Jesus Christ involves, as a necessary
consequence, that to Hmall other nen nmust resort if they would
find the secret and power of victory, order and peace; for He
stands forth the solitary Man who ever held that secret, secured
that victory, enjoyed that peace. There never has been any ot her
person who has saved sinners fromtheir sins, or was entitled to
say: | amthe Light upon all your problens; come unto Me and
will give you rest fromdi sorder and di saster.

God sent forth H's Son to be the Savior of the world, and
there is none other. Man nmust fix his attention upon Christ, as
an (bject outside of hinmself, if order is ever to reign within
hinself. To such as will not turn to Christ there must of sinple
necessity apply H's words: "Ye will not come to Me that ye may
have life" (John 5:40); for none other of the sons of nen has
ever possessed that life or could inpart it to another

This indicates a fundanental principle of the true life of a
Christian: it is a result of occupation of heart with Christ as



a historical Person, the facts concerning whom are | earned,
bel i eved, wei ghed, and renenbered. It is therefore no nmarvel that
the Prince of darkness and disorder has ever striven to obscure
and pervert the facts as to the Person of Jesus Christ, for thus
he hinders his blinded dupes fromtrusting Christ (Il Cor.
4:3,4).

In the second place this involves neditation upon the Bible
as the nessage from God t hrough which al one those facts can be
ascertained. For it is evident that God has seen fit that the
know edge of the facts, dispensed at first through persons who
had known Jesus, has been preserved for |ater generations solely
inthe Bible. Again, therefore, it is no marvel that the Father
of lies has striven ceaselessly to spread doubts and denials as
to the trustworthiness of these records, so that his victins
shoul d not, through them conme to the know edge of Christ.

IV

Christ is God' s appointed Head of a new order of mankind.
Adam the first head of the human race, di sobeyed God, and
dragged his whol e ki ngdominto di sorder and dar kness. Chri st
reverses this for all who enter H' S ki ngdom The Son of God was
mani fested on earth that He m ght annul the works of the Devil (I
John 3:8), and set free all of Satan's slaves who | ong for
freedom (Heb. 2:14,15). The first man, Adamis of the earth, as
are all his sons: his being and life were of and for the earth,
and partook of the weakness of things created. The second Man is
of heaven, and, by becom ng a man, He brought into human nature
the authority, energy, liberty, and security of the heavenly, the
eternal life (John 8:23; | Cor. 15:47). This life He inparts to
them t hat obey H m

Bei ng thus appointed by God as the Head of a heavenly order
of men, He is their acting Representative. It is as such that He
acts as Man, and it is ONLY THAT but ALL THAT which their Head
has suffered, done, or received which is available for them or
properly belongs to their heavenly life. The major experiences of
their Head, made possible to themby faith and obedi ence, are:

(a) He was born into humanity by the act of the Spirit of Cod
(Luke 1:35):

Byt he act of that sane Spirit they are born anew into the
new, heavenly race of nmen (John 3).

(b) He by the Spirit and by faith Iived in holiness of heart
andpracti ce:

They are called to holiness, of spirit and of flesh,
inthe inner life and the outer life, and to themthe same Spirit
is granted that by faith they may so even as Christ wal ked.

(c) He died unto sin once for all. On the cross He took its
heavy burdenupon Hinself as if it had been His own. By H s
atoni ng death He put sin away as from before God, so being no
nore responsible for it, seeing that He discharged its ful



penalty, death (Rom 6):

They who rest onthis His work are given by grace the
benefit of it; they are deened inlaw to have di scharged their
penalty by the act of their Surety. Thus they have peace with
God, and are called to regard thenselves as having died with
their Representative (Rom 6; Col. 2 and 3).

(d) He was raised fromthe dead and was renoved in Manhood to
t hat heavenly worl d whence He had cone:

They are seen by God as being where their Representative
is, on the same principle that a party to a suit is deened to
have appeared in court in the person of his advocate. The Spirit
of Christ is inparted to H's people to make this effective in
their present experience of heart. Thus do they know and fee
t hensel ves citizens of THAT world (Eph. 1:15-2:10; Phil. 3:20).

(e) He lived and lives in the full consciousness of H's
eternal Sonship to CGod:

They are given the spirit of adoption that they al so may
know God as their Father, and may feel and act harnoni ously with
this their high calling (Rom 8:12-17; Gl. 3:23-4:7).

(f) He was the Light of this world, as He had ever beenof
that world above; and therefore the Prince of darkness hated,
persecuted, and slew H m

They, in H's absence, are called and enabled to be the
light of the world, and as such are granted the privilege to
suffer with Hm(John 8:12; Matt. 5:14-16; Phil. 2:14-18;
1:27-30).

(g) He is to be the Sovereign of heaven and earth, actually,
visibly, in glory:

They who share Hi s cross shall share His throne; if we
suffer with HHmwe shall be glorified together with H m (Rom
8;17; Il Tim 2:11-13).

V

Two great principles are involved in the Christian life,
referred to above as objective and subjective.

The objective outlook is that which dwells upon what Chri st
H nself is: what He is to the Father, what He did for us in H's
great work of redenption, and our eternal security as brought
through Hminto the famly of God. The danger here is not of an
over-appreciation of Christ, for this is inpossible. It lies in
our resting in our standing or our faith, satisfied that all is
wel | because we are told that none can snatch us out of Hi s hand.

The fault here is that the heart is not engrossed with the
person of Christ, that He is not the ohject of affection. It is
to be feared that in many cases (nost particularly in children



brought up in Christian hones) there has not been deep exercise
of heart as to sin, and consequently there is little true

appreci ation of the magnitude of the salvation effected by the
Lord and no saying in heart, "I will arise and go to My FATHER. "
Thus there is no real enjoynent of the Father's hone as the sweet
present abode of the soul, and there is |acking the normal
reaction of walking with God in glad and hunbl e subjection to H s
holy will, with the happi ness of heart which this brings. |Is not
this why many souls are spiritually at a standstill, acconpanied
often byrmuch worldliness and a marred testinony to Christ?

The subjective aspect deals with our actual present state, as
distinct fromour standing in Christ. Its inportance lies inits
ef fects uponour actions. It is introduced in such exhortations as

"Abide in Me and I in you ... Let us cleanse ourselves from al
defilenment of flesh and spirit ... | exercise nyself always to
have a consci ence void of offence ... The kingdomof CGod is

ri ght eousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit."

The danger is not in over-stressing such passages of
Scripture but in building a theory of sanctification on isolated
texts, especially when the mind is occupied to largely with
onesel f, | ooking inward, enphasizing a daily dying. Such souls do
not realize that a dead person cannot die. The Wrd says "YE
DIED, and your life is hid with Christ in God" (Col. 3:3). CQur
part is to reckon one IS dead, and then, by the power of the
Spirit, TOMAKE TO DIE the sinful DO NGS formerly done through
t he body, and which the old nature would gladly continue (Rom
8:13).

Regardi ng the experinental realization of our possible
privileges, so as to enjoy themin one's own soul, there are two
chief perils:

(a) There are such as rest content with assent to
t heobj ective historical facts as to Christ, and receive little or
no correspondi ng subjective inward experience.

(b) There are others so engrossed with their inward
subj ective condition that they give too little regard to the
facts about Christ.

For exanpl e:

(a) Some acknow edge Jesus to be the Son of God and to have
made by H s death atonenent for sin, and here they |eave the
matter. They neither know nor seek peace with CGod.

(b) O hers nmoan and groan because of their sins, fear the
wrath of God, |ong for peace of conscience, strive to be good and
to do good, diligently practice religious cerenonies, pray
perpetually for pardon as "m serabl e offenders,” but make no
spiritual progress. Nor will they ever do so ntil they turn the
mnd fromself to rest upon the objective facts concerning
Christ, and what Cod, in H's Wrd of truth, states as to those
facts. Upon doing this they will have assured peace. The
subj ective state nmust rest upon the objective facts. O herw se



any sense of peace, if any be reached, will prove basel ess and
deceptive

(c) Ohers are satisfied with theoretical acceptance of their
presuned position and blessing in Christ, and pay too little
attention to their inward state and their practice. Assent to the
objective facts contents them if contentnent it can be call ed;
they are not much distressed that their inward experience is
earthly, worldly, unheavenly, or they take the dope that this
cannot be bettered till they "get to heaven."™ They may even
deserve the rebuke: "Thou sayest, | amrich, and have gotten
ri ches, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
the wretched one and m serabl e and poor and blind and naked"

(Rev. 3:17). Thus may the soul beguile itself by saying it has
all in Christ. As if holding title deeds di spensed wi th obtaining
possessi on.

(d) Yet others think they have made nuch progress in inward
hol i ness and are I N THEMSELVES free fromsin. To thenselves their
subj ective state is satisfactory. They have not wei ghed that God
does NOT say that our "old man" IS crucified in US, but that it
WAS crucified IN CHRI ST at the cross. (Rom 6:6. The "is" of the
A V. is wholly indefensible and verym sleading. It is the past
tense, as in the A S.V.) Because they think they stand, these are
ever liable to fall; and many do fall, sonetines to a | ower nora
depth than in their unregenerate days, and into despair. The
obj ective did not underpin the subjective, and the latter
col | apsed.

(e) Sonme will speak (not to say SING with conpl acence about
being children of God the Father yet, as if orphans cast upon
this cruel world, they worry daily as to food, clothes, and the
possi bl e troules of tonmorrow. The subjective condition of mnd is
not yet rectified by the relationship avowed.

(f) Ohers talk of sitting in the heavenlies in Christ, but
experimental ly know nothing of His authority over the powers of
dar kness, those w cked spirits that Christ has defeated, but who
still defeat these easy-going Christians by inducing absorption
in this earth and conduct very unheavenly. Happy is he of whom
that can be said which one said of R C Chapnan: "W tal k about
t he heavenly places, but HE LIVES IN THEM "

(g) But others are dreadfully and rightly alarned at defeat,
and they nuster all their own energies for the daily conflict;
yet unavailingly, because they do not see that WE can get NOTHI NG
except what our Head has gai ned, and that we conme to share in Hs
victory and authority by resting upon and appropriating H m as
reveal ed and offered in God' s Wrd.

These instances suffice to illumnate spiritual life. They
all reveal the fundanental principles:

(a) That only what the Head is, has done, and is doing is
avai l abl e for man; furthernore, that ALL that the Head is OUGHT



to be the personal experience of H s nenbers.

(b) That the Holy Spirit of power makes experinental what
faith accepts, and no nore than faith accepts, upon the basis of
the prom ses of God, the obedience of faith proving it to be
genuine faith. "Arise and wal k," said Christ to a man who coul d
not wal k. Faith at once obeyed, and strength to wal k was
instantly granted.

It is balance that is needed. The nystic dwells
di sproportionately upon inward experience. Hs tendency is to be
ever regarding God within. This advances easily to a pantheistic
identifying of God and self, and may |l ead on to the virtua
worship of "the divine in man," which is self worship, a phase of
the bait offered in Eden, "Ye shall becone as God."

On the other hand, the believer may be a creedal formalist,
accepting all the facts declared by the Father concerning the
Son, agreeing to all the derived doctrines, but experiencing
little of their living power to cleanse the heart fromsin and to
cause Christ to well there to be ur life, displacing the old
self-life.

It is balance that is indispensable. There nmust be the
consci ous, persistent, unconditional acceptance of, dependence
upon, and expectation from Christ, the historic Christ. He nust
be the Object of confidence and affection; the Satisfier of the
soul ; its Savior fromdisorder, corruption, unregul ated desires;
the One sanctified in the heart as LORD. Then the Spirit of
Christ can cause the thoughts, feelings, and decisions to be
derived fromand to center in Christ, the Man who in person is at
the right hand of God, but who is thus developed norally in the
bel i ever on earth by H's noral features grow ng progressively in
the Christian's character and wal k.

Christ is God's Deliverer for the world: This is CGod' s nethod
of deliverance. He gives us in Christ a new center, and the whee
of life runs truly and snmoothly because it is truly centered. But
because Christ is the center of the whole kingdomof God, in
heaven and on earth, the life that is centered in Hmis thereby
in harmony with God and all Hi s kingdom the world of order
har mony, peace, and joy, the world where one will alone prevails,
the will of God -- and being such, is therefore eternal (I John
2:17).

But for the sanme reason wuch a life is ec-centric, out of
center, with that portion of the universe, heavenly and earthly,
which is not centered in Christ. If two sets of powerful
machi nery were at work in the same space, there would arise
friction, clash, danage. In this age, this situation induces
conflict of spirit and practical trouble for the Christ-centered
man. But he can endure with patience and confidence, seeing that
he knows that Christ has conquered this world, and that His
worl d, the heavenly, will prevail finally.

Christ is God's Savior for the individual and for the world:
association with Hm by faith and obedience, if God' s method of



salvation. There is no other, nor can there be (John 3:35, 36).

"Christ! | amChrist's! and let the nane suffice you; Ay, for
me, too, He greatly hath sufficed. Lo, with no wi ning words |
woul d entice you; Paul has no honor and no friend but Christ."

The all-inclusive doctrine and power of the true life is: "Ye
died with Christ ... ye were raised with Christ ... Christ is our
life ... Seek the things that are above, where Christ is" (Col
3:1-4).

[ This booklet is nunber 8 in the "Vital Series".]
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