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A personal nessage

* Is the Bible the Word of God ...?

* It claims to be. Fromits very
opening statement to its last Amren, the
Scriptures postulate their divine

aut horship. Over and over again the
affirmation is made that while the pen
used is the pen of man, the words given
are the words of God. Tine after tine
t he absol utely uni que source of the
message is asserted. Al npst wi thout
nunber are the occasions when human
originis entirely disclainmed.

* VWhat then? Can WE know this to be
true?

* The answer is yes, for God has
surrounded His Book with a wall of
absolutely irresistible evidence. There
i s abundant, yes, overwhel m ng proof of
the veracity of its clains. At every
poi nt of exam nation we find nore than
anple confirmation. It is not possible
to honestly weigh the evidence and not



be mghtily assured that "all Scripture
is given by inspiration of CGod."

* Nor does the Bible fear

i nvestigation. Rather, it invites and
chal | enges the nbst m nute exam nation
For the nore carefully it is studied,
the nmore joyfully it will be received
for what it truly is, ... the Wrd of
the living God.

* And if this be true, then this Book
infinitely transcends in inportance
every ot her book of all the world's
billions. Wat else is so consequenti al
as to know God's nessage for nmen and for
you? You sinply cannot lightly pass by
such a Book. To ignhore it is to bring
the gravest peril to your soul. How can
you be honest with your own heart and
fail to make clainms of this Book your
primary quest in life?

* May we invite your attention to sonme
of the evidence..

1. I TS REASONABLE

* Surely it is reasonable to believe

that God woul d give us a Book. W are

H s creatures and He has a plan for us.
VWhat better way could be found for CGod

to comunicate Hs will to us than in a
book?

* Let us start with God. W say He
exi sts but how do we know? Sinmply
because we see Hi s handiwork all around
us, under us, above us. W are living in
God' s great and unmeasured universe,
which is so vast and yet so
infinitesimal, that even with our nost
power ful tel escopes and m croscopes we
cannot fathomits heights and depths.

* You know that things don't cone by
chance. Every effect demands a cause
Consi der, for exanple, the watch on your
wist. It's a very useful article. Your
l[ife would certainly be awy w thout the
constant adnmonition of its open face.
But watches don't grow on trees. \Were
did yours cone fron? Wy, everyone
knows there is a chain of causes which
resulted in that watch. First the
designer, then mners, skilled worknen,
sal esmen, shippers and finally the



jewel er fromwhom you bought it.

* Qur world is literally packed wth
effects. But take our world itself as a
rather | arge exanple. Here is planet
Earth revol ving around yon warm Sun
absor bi ng nmeanwhile Iight, heat and
beneficent rays. Over there is sister
Moon perform ng her necessary duties.
Earth, we find, is bountifully stocked
with oils and mnerals. On its surface
grows a quarter mllion various kinds of
plant life. Inits seas swarm multitudes
of fishes. In Earth's atnosphere fly
musi cal feathered creatures. Everything
is governed by | aws which operate
silently, but faultlessly. Now be
honest with me. Does not this great

pl anet cry out for the recognition of a
cause, a God who is w se enough and
power ful enough to bring all this into
bei ng?

* O, consider the matter of design
It happens that |'m pecking this off on
a typewiter. Before ne are rows of
keys. As | strike a key a |ong
thing-a-majig pops up fromthe m ddl e of
the machine and prints a letter on the
paper. Well, it isn't difficult to see
the design of the typewiter. Someone
did a lot of thinking and pl anni ng, and
went to a lot of trouble to bring this
machi ne into being. There isn't one

chance in ten skillion that this
typewiter just nonchalantly chanced to
fall together. It was designed.

* Now lift up your eyes and | ook about
you. Pick up anything you wish in God's
universe and you'll find it wonderfully
and neticul ously designed. Here's a
feather that's fallen froma bird's
with. Look at it for a nonment. It's
beautifully symmetrical, isn't it? And
did you know that a feather is the
strongest structure in the world in
relation to its weight? The conposition
is of tiny sheaves, intricately woven
together, air tight and artistically
colored. It's kept oiled regularly to
remai n supple and strong. And of

course, friend Bird discards only one
wing feather at a time, not discarding a
second until a new grows in.
Consequently, it is never wthout flying
ability.



* I"msaying that a God there is! A
great, trenmendously w se, all powerful
God, who by Hinself is alone responsible
for our incalculably vast and intricate
universe. And there are, wthout
exaggeration, mllions and mllions of

i ndi vidual proofs of H's Being, Hs
ability and H's power.

* Come now to man. We, too, are
creatures of God's will. He alone is
responsi ble for mankind. First He

fashi oned our environnent and then He
fashi oned us. He made our atnosphere,
and observers tell us that it's 100
mles thick. Atnmosphere is conposed
nmostly of nitrogen and oxygen and do you
know, that's just what our |ungs need.

* Then there's water, water
everywhere, and we couldn't live |long
without it. On the surface of the earth
there's soil, and fromthis soil cones
abundance of food of every kind, and
that's another requisite for life. Do
you see what | nmean? The environment
was just made for us. Qur bodies too,
are marvel s of nystery and design. W
have eyes to see and ears to hear. W
have hands ... think of it, hands! Wy
every time we | ook at our hands we ought
to take of f our hats, bow our heads and
wor ship the Creator of our hands.

Wt hout hands, man woul d be a cl unsy

dunmy.

* But need I go on? There is a great
God who has carefully fashioned the
universe. Mn is Cod's creature, and is
t he highest of God's creation. But, and
this is what I'mleading to, GOD HAS
MADE MAN FOR A PURPCSE! W are not
blind creatures of chance. W fit into
God's plan. He has a purpose for us.
The big question then is, how shall |
know God's will for ny life?

* | cannot know it of nyself. | can
only know it as God pleases to reveal it
tome. Yet | amsure of God's |ove for
me, and interest in ne, for this has
been overwhel ningly denonstrated in the
gift of Hs Son. So, and | say it
reverently, if I amto know God's wi |l
and purpose for ny life, it is God's
responsibility to reveal it to ne.



* How shall CGod do that? Shall He
wite Hs will for nme on the great vault
of blue sky overhead so that | may
constantly read it? Shall He have the
stars spell out H s purposes for us each
night? Shall He fill the ether waves
with a continual broadcast from heaven's
radio station so that I may tune in and
hear God's voice speaking to me? He
could have made known His will through
any of these things, but He didn't.

* Rat her, God has chosen the best way.
He has caused a BOOK to be witten.

Thi s Book contains the wi sdom of Heaven
and the revelation of God. It is

conpl ete, | acking nothing.

* It is inspiration to the soul and
instruction to the mind. It is
understood by the sinple, it is
delightful to the sage. It is the Book
of all Books. It is the Book of Cod.
And we may have it, hold it in our
hands, clasp it to our heart. W may
read it anytinme and for as long as we
wish. We may study it, love it, cry

over it. It's our Book ... God has
given it to us ... forever.
2. | TS AVAZI NG COMPCSI TI ON . . .

* The way in which the Bible came into
being is nothing short of a mracle!

* Everyone knows that the Bible is
made up of sixty-six individual books.
But did you know that about forty

di fferent human authors wote these
books? And that they wote

i ndependent |y, know ng al nost nothi ng of
the others' part? Furthernore, their
peri od of conposition extended over
fifteen long centuries, in three

| anguages and on three continents? Yet,
as we exam ne the Book today, it's one
Book, not sixty-six. It has a single
subj ect, there is coherence inits
content, and progression in its truth.

* To see the weight of this argunent,
suppose you were to endeavor to assenble
a conparabl e book from various bits of
literature since the first century of
the Christian era. Take your materi al



fromthe ancient papyri, pieces of
ostraca, witings of the philosophers,
anci ent wi sdom books of the East or
anyt hi ng you choose. Get sonme witings
fromeach century. Sel ect
representative material frommen in
various wal ks of life: nmerchants,

| aborers, priests, farmers. Gather it
all together and bind it into one book
Now, what have you? Way it'll be the
nost ridicul ous, contradictory

hodge- podge of nonsense you have ever
seen.

* The Bi ble, on the other hand, while
like that in conpilation, is wholly
different in result. Everything about
its conposition argues against its
unity. There's no reason in the world
why it should be ONE Book. Yet it is,
and no honest inquirer will doubt this,
if he will take the tinme to read it
careful ly.

* The human witers of the Scriptures
had al nost nothing in common. Look at
their diverse literary qualifications.
VWi | e Moses may have been sonmewhat of a
man of | earning, having been schooled in
the best universities of Egypt, Peter
certainly was no witer. He was a
fisherman, and there is no record that
he had any education. Yet the witings
of both are saturated with the w sdom of
God.

* Witer Anps was a Herdsman, Joshua a
Ceneral, Nehem ah a Cup-bearer. There
were sone like Prinme M nister Daniel

Dr. Luke and King Sol onon who possibly
possessed native ability to wite. But
many of the others certainly did not.

Yet each of these nmen perfectly
fulfilled his part in the composition of
this uni que Book. The natural question
is "how?"

* There's only one satisfactory
answer. Using the ability of these mnen,
or overcomng their disability, GOD
SPOKE THROUGH THEM and caused that they
should wite the Scriptures to H's

di vi ne pl an.

* | want you to notice too, that there
was no uniformty of conditions under
whi ch the Bi bl e was conposed. Mbses



wote the Pentateuch in the solitary
stretches of the wilderness. Jerem ah
wote fromthe dankness of a dungeon
David's | ovely psal ms were undoubtedly
witten on the hillside as he watched
the sheep. Ohers wote during the
rigors of mlitary canpai gns. Paul wote
many of his letters inside prison walls.
Physi ci an Luke seened to keep a sort of
a travel diary. Beloved John wote from
the rocky isle of Patnos.

* And yet ... these various points of
origination seemnot to make the
slightest difference in the nmessage
which was witten down. Each part fits
perfectly into its place. Each part
presents its contribution to the
symmetry of the whole.

* Times were vastly different too.
Some books saw the light of day in tinmes
of danger, some in times of peace. Wen
David wote there were nmany wars.

Sol onon wote during his reign of peace.
Many of the prophets wote fromthe

hei ghts of joy. Qhers fromthe depths
of sorrow and despair. But none of
these things subtract fromthe unity of
the Book. There is one system of
doctrine, one way of salvation, one rule
of faith. God has taken the threads of
diverse tines and conditions and has
skilfully woven theminto one great
tapestry of truth for our edification

* Have you ever attended a synphony
concert? Before you sits the entire
conpany of rmnusicians ready to play. The
| eader raises his baton and the
orchestra begins. The violins sweetly
play their part, the cellos

conpl enmenting them In their proper

pl ace we hear the clarinet section, the
flutes, the roll of drums. For the
grand climx the brasses blare forth,
and so the synphony unfolds w th each
instrument contributing its part to the
musi cal mast er pi ece.

* Now we don't ask how the nusicians
play in beautiful harnony instead of
ugly discord. W know full well that
behi nd the rendition of the synphony
there's the influence of the conposer
who has carefully and skillfully
arranged every part. It's just so with



the Bible. God is the great Conposer of
the Sacred Book. In the hall of tinme He
has caused the great synphony of truth
to be arranged. Each witer has his
part, and as each pens his Book, the
literary masterpiece of the ages is

pr oduced.

* I want you to consider too that the
Jews were not a witing people. Their
educati onal processes were al nost
exclusively oral. Even today nost stress
is laid upon rote nenory work. But
overcom ng all this, God brought into
being the thirty-nine books of the Ad
Testanment through Jewish witers. And

t hen when New Testanent times cane, no
one ever thought of adding to the
Scriptures. Doubtless the Disciples
woul d have recoiled in horror at the
thought. But the Spirit of God noved
agai n on chosen nen, and unaccustomned as
they were to witing, they becane the
human aut hors of the New Testanent.
Truly God's ways are not our ways.

* Here it is then ... One Book. |Its
conposition is utterly unexpl ai nabl e on
the human plane. 1It's the miracle of

l[iterature in its formation. But when
you remenber that it is in deed and in
truth the Wrd of God, then al
nmysteries dissolve and all objections
fade away. The witer to the Hebrews

put it ..."G0D who at sundry tines and
di vers manners spoke ..." (Hebrews 1:1).
3. I TS UNl QUE COVPLETENESS . .

* Tell me now, is there another book
anong all the world's billions, which
deals with such a vast array of SUBJECTS
as the Bible?

* There is no vital topic in all the
real m of human thi nki ng which is not
treated authoritatively in this Book
Everything that is necessary to be known
is freely discussed. No subject is
slighted, nor is anything needfu
omtted. The treatnment is
straightforward and dignified. Anbiguity
is absent. Opinionated matter is out.
Really now, is not the Bible superior to
all other books at this point?

* Take the inportant subject of how



man began. It is true, that scientific
men have progressed wonderfully in their
apperception of faces. But any honest
scientist will readily admt that there
are still vast gaps in his know edge. He
has theories, but they are only
theories. Textbooks on scientific
subjects are liberally sprinkled with
such phrases as "we may wel | suppose” or
"it seens reasonable to believe" or
even "we don't know "

* But the Bible does not speak in this
manner. Wthout apology, and in

| anguage easy to be understood, the
Scripture states the sinple truth on
many subjects. Have you ever observed
the sinplicity, yet the majesty of the
Bi bl e' s account of creation? Wre we
witing of this amazing event we should
have taken reans of paper and multitudes
of words to describe it. But contrast
the Genesis account. In remarkably few
words, the story of the beginning of al
things is told. Days of creation are
clearly nunbered. Nothing is

over| ooked. Wiy for centuries, the

wi sest nmen of tine have narvelled at the
Bible's ability to say so nmuch in so
little.

* Now answer me this question if you
can. \Were could such mnute and
detailed informati on on the subjects of
the creation of the world, or the
creation of man have cone fronf There
were no human observers to tell of that
day when God called into being the
starry universes. There were no
newspaper reporters to wite concerning
t he division between dry | and and
rolling ocean, or of the beginnings of
botany or zoology. No man was wat ching
when God took of the red clay of the
earth, and with infinite w sdom forned
the body of man. How did the witers of
t he Bi bl e know these things? There is
only one answer ... this is God's book
He wote it.

* Then, the Scripture goes on to state
the reason for man's behavior, and the
rel ated problemof evil. Carefully the
witer of Genesis deals with the sad
story of the Fall of man. Nothing is

hi dden, nothi ng gl ossed over. There are
the facts in all their bare ugliness.



But no ot her explanation has ever been
advanced that so satisfactorily explains
man's defl ecti ons.

* The Bi bl e goes on to deal with many
ot herwi se unknowabl e subjects. On its
pages the nysteries of the person of CGod
are taught. W read of His attributes,

H s decrees, Hs eternal will and
purpose for the universe. No other book
dares to presune to speak here.

* CGod' s other creatures, the angelic
creation, are freely discussed. W are
told that there are | egions of them
they guard the throne of God, and they
have certain duties to God's children. |
say, have you ever seen anot her

aut hentic textbook on the subject of
Angel s?

* Anot her sinister figure is openly

di scussed, and the nystery of Satan is
answered by the Scriptures. W learn
that he was once "Lucifer, Son of the
Morning," the guardi an of the throne of
CGod. But he becane Satan by hei nous sin
agai nst the Most H gh. W also read
that Satan controls a host of denons who
serve his diabolical will. The account
goes on to state the fearful destiny of
this eneny of God.

* But the Bible is also the greatest
book on norality and ethics in the
worl d. Over and over and over again nman
is urged to live righteously and godly.
There are many other so-called sacred
books. Each religion has one or nore.

But conpared to the Scriptures, however,
they seemjuvenile and puerile. On the
great subject of ethics the Bible stands
maj estical ly al one.

* Even just considered as literature
the Bible is conplete. No other book
enconpasses such a variety of literary
effort. There are books of history,
interesting and illustrative. Books of
sernons, instructive and inspiring.
Books of poetry, satisfying and
conforting. Oher sections include

bi ogr aphy, drama, proverbs, prophecy,

| aw and ethics. Yet there seens not to
be an overbal ance of one to the
detriment of the other. Truly as
literature, the Book is suprene.



* The Bi bl e al so speaks prophetically.
Wt hout hesitation, w thout apology this
Book tells with certainty of com ng
events. "Tinme" is seen to conme to an
end. Peoples of all ages are to be
judged. The earth will have its curse
renoved, and the day will cone when

ri ght eousness and peace will cover the
earth, and when all nmen will know the
Lord fromthe least to the greatest.

* The Centile nations will conme to
their appointed end. God's Chosen
People will sonmeday know their appointed
glory. The Church, which is the Body of
Christ, will rule and reign with Christ.
Satan will be bound. God's perfect wll
shal | know conplete fulfillnent. You do
see the difference, don't you? Earthly
books see the present. God's Book easily
sees all, past, present, future.

* O her great subjects run clearly

t hrough the Scriptures. For instance
the holiness of God and the sinful ness
of sin. But perhaps the greatest
subject to be found on its pages is the
story of the gospel, the good news of
salvation as it is found in Christ.
Again the Bible is without a peer. No
ot her book sets forth sal vation by
grace.

* This is a subject which is found
only in God's Wrd. You see salvation
is not on the basis of human nerit or
personal worthiness. Rather, it is
entirely unnmerited. W are saved and
saved conpletely on the work of Another
He takes our sins. W take H's

ri ght eousness. And the human basis of
salvation is faith and faith al one.
Never could this be the invention of
man's mnd. This is indeed the

revel ati on of God Hinself.

4, | TS UNPARALLELED TEACHI NGS. .

* You woul d expect the teachings in a
Book cone from God to be DI FFERENT. You
woul d | ook for themto be as high as
heaven, and uplifting to the sons of

men. They shoul d be unequal ed anong al
the books in all the libraries of the
worl d. They ought to show the watermark
of GOD'S wi sdom on every page. Well,



don't fear, all these things are true,
and infinitely nore, about the teachings
of the Bible.

* The proof of the Bible's claimto
uni que teachings is best denonstrated by
sinmply reading them Often as you read,
the words will seemto stand up fromthe
page. Again as you neditate, the Book
will seemto speak to you. O, if you
come with a heavy heart, it will confort
you. Always God's children have found
the answer to life's problens, snmall and
great, fromthe pages of the Scriptures.

* Can you read the 23rd Psal m and not
be deeply noved? OCh, so many mllions
of tired hearts have been pillowed on
this gemof God' s confort. Yes, and the
whol e Book of Psal ms, one hundred and
fifty, articulate with the soul of
humanity. There is no enotion, no
experience, no aspiration of human life
but what is enunciated here. Wio but God
coul d so understand man's i nner nost

bei ng?

* O consider the lofty teachings of
the Sernmon on the Mount. Dear Friend,

t hese thoughts are not nerely nen's
reasoni ngs. These precepts conme froma
God of pristine purity, and absol ute

ri ghteousness. |If you have the mnd of
a logician, study the solem indictnents
in the Book of Romans. O synpathize

wi th the Apostle Paul as he journeys
through the trials and victories of the
Book of Acts. Look over his shoulder in
the Roman prison as he wites the
ageless letters to the Christian
Churches. Look wi th John the Bel oved as
he peers down the corridor of time to
the dawn of Eternity. Yes, it's true

t hese teachings are unmatched by any

ot hers.

* As you read you will be struck too,
by the rigid integrity of the human
witers. Odinarily, books are witten
fromthe racial or intellectual bias of
the witer. Men of one nation wite
fromthe provincial view of that nation
Few books tell the whole truth. Al are
colored by the intent of the witer.

Aut hors favor their own inclinations.

Not so the Bible.



* VWile the Scriptures are authored
entirely by Jewi sh nmen, and while they
deal al nost wholly with Jewi sh history,
still they do not spare the nation
Israel. Disregarding the exceedingly
strong raci al and national prejudice,
they straightly proceed to tell the
exact truth.

* Israel is shown to be a proud,
selfish and sinful people. Her nationa
heroes are portrayed in their failures
as well as their victories. The
shortcom ngs of the Jews are as clearly
told as their acconplishnents. Nothing
is hidden, no truth is colored, yet on
t he human pl ane, we have every right to
expect that it should be. Even in the
sad story of the greatest crinme of
history, the crucifixion of the spotless
Son of God, the Jew sh authors do not
mnimze for a nonment their nation's
guilt. Wat is the answer to this
literary phenonmenon?

* The Bi bl e's teachi ngs about the
character of God could only have conme by
revelation. 1In this Book the veil of
the infinite is drawn back, and we are
permtted to | ook at the ineffable
person of God. He is shown to be

i measurably great. His wisdomis
unsear chabl e and Hi s ways past finding
out. Hi s power is beyond our
conprehension. And in all this vast and
i ncal cul abl e uni verse around us, it is
God who is sovereign. Fromthe tiniest
bl ade of grass, to the mighty siderea
gal axi es, everything obeys His will.

* Yet for all of His greatness, God is
mnutely interested in the affairs of
men. He notes the sparrow s fall. He
nunbers the hairs of our heads. He
decrees that all things shall work
together for good to Hi s children. What
an amazing paradox. God is greater than
H s stupendous universe, yet concerned
about Hi s small est creatures!

* Pl ease be honest with nme. Could
man's mnd i nvent such teachings as
this? Conpare, if you will, the
reasoni ngs of the heathen in regard to
their gods. You cannot but see that
their gods are the products of their own
mnds. O, search the libraries of



anci ent peopl es, Assyrians, Babyl oni ans,
Romans. Their Gods were nerely el evated
human bei ngs. You may search to the end
of time, but you'll never find anything
to conpare with the sublinme delineation
of the character of God as it is found
inthe Holy Scriptures. And why? The
only intelligent answer is, that God has
reveal ed Hinmself through this peerless
Book.

* The Bi bl e's teachi ngs about nmen are
radically different too. When nen wite
about nen, they proudly praise their

achi evenents, and eul ogi ze their
character. Man's picture of humanity
shows civilization slowy advancing from
barbarismto culture, from dull ness of
mentality to brilliant intellectuality.
Credit for civilization s advance is

pl aced on the brow of education.

* But not so the Bible's teaching. The
Scriptures sadly state that nman who once
enj oyed the high and holy privil ege of
fellowship with the God of the universe,
fell by his own sin fromthis exalted
position. And since this Fall, all nen
have been born with their faces away
from God. Rather than advanci ng,
civilization is retreating, steadily
growi ng worse, and is destined for
certain awful judgment. The hope of
humanity is not man's ability, but CGod's
intervention. Al this, you will readily
see, is far different fromman's ideas,
and exceedingly humliating to the
natural man. Therefore we know it could
not have stemed fromthe pen of nen.

* Strai ght through the Book, the
teachings are different. Sin is shown
fromGod's viewpoint. Salvation is
shown to be not on the basis of man's
merit, but on the amazing ground of
CGod's free grace. Thus, the unigueness
of the teachings of the Bible

unquesti onably denonstrates the

uni queness of its source.

5. I TS PERENNI AL APPEAL. . .

* Here is a Book, hoary with
antiquity, which absolutely refuses to
grow ol d. Year after year, century
after century it steadfastly continues
to renew its youth. On each succeeding



generation it |eaves an indelible
inpression. Regularly it adequately
meets the need of the heart of humanity.
Now be fair with me. surely there nust
be a reason for such unusual vitality.

* The story of the Bible shows that
men and wonen of every age have found
within its pages the answer to life's
probl enms. Both Kings and conmoners,
martyrs and m ssionaries, saints and
sinners have found the Bi ble packed wth
power. And strange as it may seem its
ability to inspire and encourage is in
no wi se di mnished today. |Its appeal is
greater than ever before. Here's the
Book of many yesterdays that's as new as
t onor r ow.

* Al'l age groups are delighted with
this Book. For instance, the stories of
the Bi bl e have endeared thenselves to
children of every age, yet it is not a
children's Book. Young peopl e through
the centuries have found in the
Scriptures those principles which nmake
sturdy lives, yet the Bible is not
primarily a volume for young peopl e.
Adults go to the Bible for vexing
probl ens of all kinds and are never

di sappoi nted. And when the sunset of
life cones, old age finds God's Wrd a
sati sfying and conforting pillow for
tired heads and hearts.

* Al races, too, accept the Bible
quite naturally into their lives. The
Oiental clasps the Scriptures to his
heart as his very owmn. He reads the
words of the Bible and pictures in his
mnd a Christ with a yell ow skin and
Oiental features. The African reads
the Book in his own tongue and finds it
perfectly consonant with his needs. As
he thinks of Christ, it is a Christ with
dark skin and dark hands outstretched.
The Bi bl e has gone into nany nore than a
t housand | anguages and di al ects, but it
fits perfectly in every one. It's the
uni versal Book. It's the Book for the
whol e wor | d.

* The Bi bl e al so possesses anot her
quality which we might call its

i nexhaustibility. By that we nmean that
it never runs dry no matter how rmuch you
use it. There is no doubt that this



Book has been nore studied, nore

anal yzed, nore pondered over than any
other. Yet, there never seens to be a
"saneness" about it. You can read it,
and reread it and still it seens new.
Those who know it best, love it best.
This is absolutely not true about ot her
literature.

* The Bi bl e seens to | augh at the | aws
of literature. For instance, the first
law is that death nust conme to al

books. Books are born, they endure for
atine, and then they inevitably fade
into disuse and are forgotten. Such has
never been true about the Scriptures.
Wth each succeeding year the Bible is
nore alive, nore vigorous and nore a
power in the lives of men.

* Anot her universal |aw is that

anci ent books are not acceptable to
nodern times, except of course, as
museum pi eces. This is readily
under st ood and agreed upon. The ideas
of the ancients, while interesting, do
not fit into the tenpo of today's world.
Their science is anmusing, their

phi |l osophy dry, their |earning out of
date. But this generalization does not
hold true to the Bible. It is the nost
anci ent of books, yet it definitely

i ntrigues and chal | enges the keenest of
nodern m nds.

* Consi der, too, another |aw of
literature. Jew sh books do not
interest Gentile readers. While the
Jews are not primarily a witing people
and little of their literature is
extant, we do have sonme exanples in the
Tal rud and M drash. Yet these are
barely known to Gentiles. Not so the
Scriptures. Witten entirely by Jew sh
men, their greatest appeal has been to
the Gentile world. W do not even think
of the Bible as a Jewi sh Book. [t seens
i ke our very own.

* Anot her |aw of literature which the
Scriptures cheerfully violate is the | aw
of the Best Seller. Books classified as
Best Sellers sell brilliantly for a year
or so. Some mght even extend over ten
years. But invariably they fade, die and
are forgotten. But the Bible has been
the Best Seller for centuries, yet



i nstead of dying the denand grows nore
and nore. In ancient times scribes by

t he thousands feverishly hastened to
copy and distribute the sacred records.
Today, gigantic printing establishnents
merrily turn out Bibles by the millions.
The Bible is the Best Seller of all
times. No other book has even begun to
approach its perennial popularity.

* Renmenber too, that the Bible has
been a never failing source of
inspiration for art, nusic and
literature. Poets, authors, conposers
and artists of all ages have drawn
heavily upon its pages for subject
material. Yet for all of this, the
source has not dried up. More books are
witten about the Bible today than ever
bef ore. New hymms are conposed
Editorials are witten, sernons are
delivered and the press of our |and
constantly refers to it. Such a Book
that furnishes inspiration to nen of al
centuries nust be a different Book.

* VWhat is the answer to the nystery of
t he conti nual appeal of this Book? There
is only one satisfactory answer. The
Bible is not in the same category as

ot her Books. |Its author is God, and not
man. The words of the Bible are living
and powerful. It is not subject to the
| aws of decline and decay. It has

behind it the promise of God that it
shal | never, never pass away.

* No man, or no conpany of nen, could
ever have brought into being a book that
would fit the need of all ages. A book
can rise no higher than its source.

This is clearly denonstrated by the

mul titudes of ordinary books that have
fallen by the wayside of tine. But God
knows the future as we know the present.
Therefore this old, old Book which neets
the need of this present day and hour
must cone fromH m

6. I TS SCI ENTI FI C ACCURACY. .

* It has been said that the Bible is
not a textbook on science. That is true.
The Bible is the story of redenption
Nevert hel ess, with God as its Author
when the Bi ble touches on points of
science or events of history it MJST be



preci sely and unconditionally correct.
Here again the Scriptures clearly
denonstrate the fact of their divine
aut hor shi p!

* Ceology tells us that the earth is
of very great antiquity. Wth this fact
t he opening statenent of the Bible is in
perfect agreenent. The creation of the
world was "in the beginning." The
Genesis record, however, adds to

geol ogy's findings, saying that it was
our great God that brought all things

i nto being.

* Scientists, too, have confirnmed the
| ogic of the order of events as set
forth by the six days of Genesis One.
Not hi ng but confirmatory evidence has
been found, thus supporting the Biblical
account of the energence of light, the
di vision of the atnmospheric firmanent,
the separation of the seas, etc. O
course we admt that this account in
Cenesi s canme fromthe human pen of
Moses. But how was he able to get these
unseen, yet stupendous events in their
proper order? The only answer that wll
ever satisfy is that God directed Mses
pen.

* Al t hough evol ution and revel ation
have battled at this point for nmany
years, it is now definitely conceded by
many, that the CGenesis statenent on the
fixity of species is correct. Mdses had
witten that all creation was to
reproduce "after its kind." Today we
definitely know that plants and ani nal s
wi || not reproduce except in their own
group. Nor is there any such thing as
the "transm ssion of acquired
characteristics.” In the light of the

| atest scientific findings, the record
of the Scriptures relating to creation
is meticulously correct. Not one
statenent, and there are sone trenendous
statenents there, has had to be revised,
even under the searching spotlight of
the nost nodern scientific inquiry. How
did Mbses know t hese things?

* It is interesting to note that the
exact sixteen elenents which go into the
conposition of man's physical body are
found in the actual dust of the earth.
You will renmenber that Mbses states that



God took of the dust of the earth and
forned the body of man

* Al so, although the Bible was witten
in non-scientific ages, when nen held

t heori es which we know to be incorrect,
never once do we find the Scriptures
falling into scientific error. At the
time of the prophet |saiah nen believed
the earth to be flat. Yet this prophet
writing under the inspiration
contradicts general belief and decl ares
the earth's sphericity (Isaiah 40:22).

* The Patriarch Job, perhaps one of
the oldest witers in Scripture, makes
some anmazi ng statenments considered in
the Iight of present day know edge. He
tal ks of the "springs of the sea,” (Job
38:16) a fact lately discovered. He
points to the vocal quality of |ight
(Job 38:7), a nystery only recently
known. Qher scientific facts such as
the value of the snowfall (Job 38:22),
and the part that lightning plays in the
rainfall (Job 38:25,26) are taught. Yet
only with the nost nodern instrunents
have we confirmed the truth of these
facts. How then coul d Job have known

t hem except as CGod reveal ed them unto

hi n®?

* It has not been too |ong that

nmedi cal scientists have known the val ue
of the circulation of the blood. But
you'll remenber that Moses wote that
"the life of the flesh is in the blood."
(Leviticus 17:11) Coupled with this is
the statenent by the Apostle Paul that
the sanme blood is found in all the races
of the earth (Acts 17:26), and that
the color of the skin does not affect

t he chem cal makeup of the bl ood. This,
too, is only recently established.
Surprising, too, is Mses' know edge of
principles of sanitation (Leviticus
13), and dietetics (Leviticus 11).

* The Scriptures repeatedly touch on
points of history. Witten, as they
were, over a period of 1600 years, they
constantly refer to people, places and
events around them Here again, their
exact accuracy beconmes a proof of divine
aut hor shi p, and divi ne preservation

* A great deal of archaeol ogica



material is available to the present day
student. A sifting of this evidence
shows unm stakably that the earliest
civilizations possessed an amazi ngly
hi gh degree of intelligence and culture.
The Bi ble, of course, is in perfect
agreement here, teaching that God
created Adam full of w sdom and ability
(Cenesis 1:27,31). This is in direct
opposition to the theory that man slowy
energed fromthe brute creation and
gradual |y acquired skill and nmentality.

* O further interest is the

i ncreasi ng anount of information
avai l abl e regarding the flood in the
time of Noah. Scores of uncoverings by
archaeol ogi sts in various parts of the
ancient world point clearly to a

catacl ysm c marine disturbance which
destroyed life, piled bones of man and
animals in terrible confusion, |eaving
behind a thick layer of silt. \hat else
could this be but the Flood taught in
Genesi s?

* Anot her recent expedition was sent
to Genesis' ancient U of the Chal dees.
This, too, has added authentication to
the Bible's story. Clearly the city was
one given over to idolatry, yet
possessing a high degree of culture.
Much to our delight on one of the

i nscriptions was found the name of
Abraham (Not identified as our

Abr aham )

* In Egypt we find evidential material
about the Hebrew sojourn. At |east at
one ruin there are discernible bricks
with straw, bricks with stubble and then
bricks without straw. Jericho, too, has
been uncovered revealing that the walls
of that famed city did fall (Joshua
6:20), and fell outward. Furthernore,
the city was burned (Joshua 6:24), and
sanmpl es of the burned material were
exhibited. Interesting too, was the fact
that one section of the wall did not

fall (Joshua 2:15, 6:22).

* Time would fail to mention all. The
evidence piles up. Not only in regard
to historical events and peoples in the
A d Testanent, but a vast anount of
confirmati on about New Testanent tines.
And on the other side, not once has the



Bi bl e been found to be in direct error
M sunder st andi ng and i gnorance have

pl ayed their part, but always the

out come has been a signal victory for
the Scripture.

7. I TS FULFI LLED PROPHECY. . .

* No one will deny that foretelling
bel ongs wholly to God. It is inpossible
for any man to push aside the curtain of
time and gaze on the happenings of
tonorrow. There have been those who
have tried, but only with the nost
absurd results. Mn stands before an

i npregnabl e wall of ignorance. He
cannot foretell even the events of the
next hour. And only the nost fool hardy
of men would dare to publish a book
dealing with the future. Man sinply
does not know what will happen next.

* On the other hand, the Bible boldly
and confidently gives thousands of
predictions. Not in vague generalities,
but in detail ed exactness. The fact is
that nore than 25%of all the materi al
in the Scriptures was prophetic at the
tinme it was witten. Some of the
propheci es were made 1500 years before
their fulfillnment, sone 1000, sone 700.
Yet in literally hundreds of cases,

t hese propheci es have received the nost
mnute fulfillment. Does this not prove
beyond all reasonabl e doubt, that not
man, but God is the Author of this Book?

* A great deal of the Bible deals with
t he changi ng fortunes of the nation
Israel . Consequently, there is a large
anount of prophetic material concerning
them To Abraham father of the nation
were given predictions dealing with the
sojourn of the people in the | and of
Egypt (Acts 7:6). The length of their
stay was told and the nethod of their
departure (Acts 7:6, Cenesis 15:13,14).
Their harsh treatnent at the hands of
the Egyptians is prophesied, and the
reconpense which they should receive as
they left the land. Al this nowis
history, but sufficient to say that
every Bible prophecy was literally

ful fill ed.

* O her propheci es concerning Israe
were strikingly definite. Their



wi | derness wanderings are foretold and
their entrance into the promn sed | and
(CGenesis 50:24). Their blessings for
obedi ence, and their punishnents for
di sobedi ence (Deuteronony 28). Their
prophets tell of their captivity and
their eventual dispersion anong al

nati ons of the world (Deuteronony
28:49-68). These prophecies now
fulfilled cannot be explai ned on any
ot her ground than that God gave them

* Bi bl e prophecy takes up dire
predi cti ons agai nst | arge and powerf ul
cities at the height of their power.
VWhen Babyl on was the greatest city in
the world it was prophesied that she
shoul d be utterly desolate (Isaiah 47).
So it was with Ni neveh, another vast
city, and center of an "invincible"
enpire. N neveh was to becone waste

her people scattered, and the place
where she once stood was to be forgotten
(Nahum). Students of history are well
aware of the precise fulfillnment of

t hese propheci es.

* O her predictions included Tyre and
Sidon (Ezekiel 26-28, esp. 28:20-24).
Both were to be judged. Tyre would be
utterly destroyed. Mddern Sidon is stil
doi ng busi ness on the sane | ocation, but
Tyre is but a collection of a few houses
and scattered sumer vacation spots. It
isin no wise the continuing city that
Sidon is. More interesting still are the
propheci es about nations. Egypt was to
suffer humliation in the forthcom ng
centuries (Ezekiel 29-32). Edomwas to
becone desol ate (Ezekiel 25:12-14).
Today there's barely a trace of Edonis
once prosperous cities.

* Still other Bible predictions speak
of world-encircling enpires still to
cone. as the prophet Daniel stood in
the King's palace in Babylon, to himit
was given to see the decline of that
fabul ous nonarchy (Daniel 5:24-28).

O her world dominions were to rise and
fall through the centuries. Their
speci al characteristics were descri bed.
Most of these have al ready passed by in
the review of tinme. But the force of

t hese prophecies and their fulfillnents
shoul d be sufficient to convince even

t he nost skepti cal



* O her portions of the Bible dea

with the characteristics of the age in
which we live. The Church age is shown
to be one in which, while the gospel is
preached, not all will receive it
(Matthew 13:18-23). Israel is a hidden
treasure, and the true Church grows as a
pearl of great price (Matthew
13:44,45,46). Definite ages,
religiously speaking, are foretold,
culmnating in a period when churches
will be rich, increased with goods, with
Christ on the outside. The
characteristics detailed by these
propheci es are clearly seen round about
us today (Revelation 3:14-19).

* The greatest denonstration of
prophecy and fulfillnent in the
Scriptures is, of course, found in the
many detailed predictions centering in

t he person and work of the lord Jesus
Christ. On alnost the first page of the
Bi bl e these prophetic utterances begin
(CGenesis 3:15). Christ's two advents
are foretold, first Hs comng in

hum liation, then H's com ng in power.

* t he prophetic |anp shines clearly
again as the Messiah is prom sed to cone
of the Iine of Abraham and of the
Kingly tribe of Judah (Gal ati ans 3:16,
Cenesi s 22:18, Cenesis 49:10). Further
still, the place of His birth is given,
Bet hl ehem in Judea (Mcah 5:2). Note

pl ease that the very tine of Messiah's
first comng is told hundreds of years
before He cane (Isaiah 40:3, Daniel
9:24-26). To those who doubt the force
of these supernatural utterances, |et
sonmeone today endeavor to duplicate this
by predicting the nationality, tine,

pl ace and characteristics of soneone to
be born five hundred years hence, or
five years hence.

* By no neans is that all which is
prophesi ed concerning the com ng of
Christ. The reception which He was to
receive is detailed. Al though He was the
Son of God, Israel was to see no beauty
in Hm He was to be despi sed and
rejected. He was to be a Man of Sorrows
and acquainted with grief. Furthernore,
this rejection was to culmnate in a
cruel death (Psalm22). After He was



betrayed by a friend for thirty pieces
of silver (Zechariah 11:13), He was to
be brought as a sheep to the slaughter
for Hs trial, then shanmed, hum i ated
and crucified. In this death H s body
was to be pierced (Zechariah 12:10),

yet no bones broken (Psal m 34:20),
given gall and vinegar to drink, taunted
by H s enenmies, and He was to nake

i ntercession for the transgressors.

* Soneone has taken tinme to estinate
mat hematically the possibilities of many
det ai |l ed propheci es com ng true just by
chance. The ratio was one to enough
zeros to fill this book. But you do
see, don't you, the absolutely

i ndi sputabl e evidence that fulfilled
prophecy brings! Only the divine nmnd
coul d have so foretold the future. Hence
this sign becones definite proof that
the Scriptures are the inspired,
infallible, inerrant Wrd of God.

8. I TS M RACULQUS PRESERVATI ON. . .

* The very fact that we have a Bible
today is in itself a mghty mracle.
VWhen we consider its history of

opposi tion and persecution down through
the centuries, we marvel that it has
been preserved at all. Not only have
evil men sought its excoriation, but it
has been bitterly hated by Satan and the
powers of wi ckedness. Yet consider the
Book now. It is easily the greatest
Book in today's world.

* H story relates that for centuries
man's hatred of this Book has been
determ ned, relentless and nurderous.
Every possible effort has been nade to
consign it to oblivion. It has been the
one Book of all the books in the world
that man has singled out for conplete
destruction and anni hilation. Every
engi ne of destruction which human hatred
coul d devi se has been brought to bear
agai nst the Scriptures. Yet in the face
of such unparall el ed persecution, the

Bi bl e stands today as never before.

* We nust renmenber than no arny has
ever defended the Bible, nor has any
nati on fought against its enemes. At
times it would seemthat nearly all the
wi se nen, the great nmen, the nmighty of



the earth have been pitted against it.
Many cities of the ancients were |ighted
by bonfires of burning Scriptures. And
over the space of several centuries, it
was a crimnal offence to be caught even
reading it. One Roman Enperor,

Di ocl etian, gave part of his life to the
exterm nati on of the Book. And so many
copies did he destroy, and so nany
Christians did he put to death, that he
caused a nedal to be struck off
proclaimng that Christianity was no

nor e.

* Behind all this human opposition has
been Satanic detestation. In his

di abol i cal counsels he has plotted the
overthrow of the Book. His devilish
schenes have been ainmed at the utter
extinction of the Scriptures. But

agai nst such a foe there has been the
prom se of the Almghty God that "My
Wrd shall not pass away." This is the
answer to the preservation of the Bible.

* Consi der the hurdles which the Bible
has had to overcone in order to survive
There had to be the exclusion of
unwort hy books fromthe sacred canon
Many, many books have sought to be

i ncl uded. Sonme of these were
historically true. Sone were norally

el evati ng. But because they did not have
upon themthe inprimatur of inspiration
God' s overruling hand rejected them and
preserved the purity of H's divine Wrd.

* Ancient tinmes saw the judgnents of
God upon the people of the Jews in the
formof defeat and capture. As a
consequence of their sin they were taken
into captivity, and the precious Bible
manuscri pts were in danger of being
lost. Another crisis cane when, after
the death of Christ, the city of
Jerusal emwas razed to the ground and
its treasures burned. But Cod's
shi el di ng hand kept guard over the
Scri ptures.

* Fol | owi ng the destruction of
Jerusal em canme Roman persecution. The
Dark Ages foll owed when there were

Bi bl es, but the Bibles were inprisoned
in the nusty darkness of nedieval
churches and nonasteries. Cvilization
receded and no doubt the cause is to be



found in the incarceration of the
Scriptures. But Reformation heroes
arose, and their first |iberation was
that of the Wrd of God. The newy

i nvented printing press began its joyfu
task of furnishing the Book of Books for
all the peoples of the world.

* But the attack continued, and this
time it was fromw thin. New enem es
arose who decl ared the Bible an unworthy
Book. Using new techni ques of
destructive criticism they sought to
underm ne the confidence of nen and
worren in the inspiration and
authenticity of the Scriptures. They
falsely affirmed that it was built on
nmyths, inaccurate in history, unworthy
in truth.

* Moder n her oes, however, sprang to

t he defense of the Book. By dint of
[ives spent in untold, painstaking study
t hey have proved conclusively its
veracity and credibility.

Ar chaeol ogi sts, digging in ancient

remai ns, added confirmation after
confirmation to the statenents. Again
and again the Book is vindicated!

* One witer has put it this way:
Suppose there was a man who had lived on
this earth for nearly nineteen hundred
years. Suppose this man had oftentinmes
been thrown into the sea and yet could
not be drowned. Suppose that he had
frequently been cast before wild beasts
who were utterly unable to devour him
Picture himmny tinmes being made to
drink deadly poi sons which never did him
any harm

* Add to that, that he had often been
bound in iron chains and | ocked in

pri son dungeons yet he had al ways been
able to throw off his chains, and escape
fromhis captivity. Suppose that he had
repeatedly been hanged till his enem es
t hought himto be dead, yet when his
body was cut down fromthe scaffold, he
woul d spring to his feet and wal k away
as if nothing had happened. Hundreds of
ti mes he had been burned at the stake
till there seened to be nothing | eft of
him yet as soon as the fires were out,
he would leap up fromthe ashes as well
and as vigorous as ever before.



* Such a man woul d be a super-human, a
mracle of mracles, the wonder of the
ages. Yet this is exactly how we shoul d
regard the Bible. This is exactly the

way the Bible has been treated. It has
been burned, torn to pieces, chained,
cast into the sea, hated ... yet never

destroyed. Surely such a history of
mracles has only one explanation. This
Book is the Wwrd of the Living God.

* The story of the preservation of the
Book goes on today. It is today's Best
Seller. It is printed in well over a

t housand | anguages, and hundreds of
translators are at this very nonent
busily engaged in transl ating nore.

Great Bible Societies are busily
printing mllions of copies vainly
endeavoring to keep up with the inmense
demand. And still there is not enough
VWhat is the answer to this popularity in
the face of inconparable hatred and
persecution? It is that God has

determ ned that all the people of the
worl d shall nost surely hear the story
of Hs dear Son.

9. I TS TRANSFORM NG POAER. . .

* WIIl it work? That's the question
Does the Bible change lives? It's called
t he "CGood Book", but does it have power
to make bad men and wonen good? WII it
[ift themout of sin's degradation and
transformtheminto upright, respectable
citizens? If it will, thenit's a
different Book fromall other books.

* Believe me, it is no exaggeration to
say that nmultiplied mllions of mracles
have taken place in the |lives of nen and
worren sinply by the earnest
heart-reading of the Bible. It
possesses the power to reach into the

| owest depths of human society and
change those who were nurderers,
extortioners, profligates, and harlots
into cl ean, honest, commendabl e nen and
wonmren. Cowards | ose their cowardice to
becone heroes. The weak have received
strength. Lovers of evil have becone

| overs of good. All through the power
of this Book. Nor is this power

mani fest only anong the down and out.
The truth is, that in our world,



everyone needs salvation. So the Wrd
of God reaches into the hearts of the
rich, the respectable, the honored, the
educated, the noral person. And what is
its purpose here? To these so-called
"good peopl e" the preaching of the
Scripture works a simlar
transformation. It adds forgiveness of
sin, unselfishness, nobility of purpose,
godl i ness, |ove toward ot hers,
Christlikeness and acceptance with God,
and |ife everlasting. These "good
peopl e" becone God's children

* O her books are not like that. Did
you ever hear anyone say that he was an
outcast, an inebriate, a disgrace to his
famly and a nuisance to the world until
he began to study a book on mat hematics?
Did you ever hear a testinony which
related that now the testifier was happy
all the day, and his soul was full of
peace and joy since he received a
certain book on geol ogy? Yet nen by the
t housand, and wonen too, will gladly
ascribe their new found happiness to the
readi ng of this wonderful Book.

* The Book's power is universal too.

It crosses the seas and enters into
every | and where people dwell. Barriers
of race or |anguage nake no difference.
Red or yellow, black or white, the story
of transformation through the power of
the Scriptures is the sane. Wen
oriental audiences hear the story of the
Book, and receive Christ into their
hearts, they do the sane things that
other Christians do. Forsaking their
sins, they begin to live lives of

ri ght eousness. And when you preach to
naked savages in darkest Africa the
reaction is the sane. They stop their
evil practices, wash their bodies, start
wearing cl othes and go about doi ng good.
The Bible is equally powerful in any

I and.

* Li ght and advancenent follow the
Book wherever it goes. The Bible has
done nore for the emanci pation of the
heat hen than all the forces of
civilization put together. Draw a line
around t he nati ons where you have the

Bi bl e, and you will have divided between
bar bari sm and enl i ghtennent, between
thrift and poverty, between selfishness



and unsel fi shness, between oppression
and freedom between |life and the shadow
of death. Continue to be honest with
me. Could a nmere hunman book acconplish
this?

* VWere the Bible has gone, schools
and col | eges have appeared. \Wen a

nati on has cone to know the truth of
Scripture, that nation has built
hospitals for the sick, and asyluns for
the afflicted. Homes have been better
chi l dren have been happi er, conmunities
have been heal t hi er because of the

i nfl uence of the Bible.

* Let nme speak too of m ssionaries.
VWat force has called these people from
their homes, endowed themwi th
unsel fi shness, nobility and courage, and
sent themforth to the ends of the earth
with the story of Christ? Wy, it has
been the power of this Book. Through
the inspiration of the voice of God
speaki ng fromthe pages of Scripture,
tens of thousands of earth's finest
young nmen and young woren | eave hone and
country, to tell the world' s |lost and
dyi ng of the unneasurable | ove of Cod.

* Ch the thrilling stories that could
be told about the transform ng power of
the Word of God in the lives of

i ndi vidual s. The pages of history are
filled to the brimw th the instances of
the Bible' s power to inpart courage,

i nspiration and challenge. Think, if
you will of the heroic thousands in

anci ent Rome who gl adly suffered
martyrdom rat her than deny their Lord.
The wal |s of their cataconb hones are
covered with quotations fromthe
Scriptures revealing the source of their
cour age

* Anot her group of Worthies who | oved
the Bible nore than life are included in
the early Church Fathers. There were

Pol ycarp and Papi as; |renaeus and
Cenent; Justin Martyr and Tertullian;

I gnatius and Origen; Athanasius and
Chrysostom Al of twenty-four Karat
value, all with an intense and undyi ng
love for the Wrd of God. Your heart
will thrill as you read about them (Ask
about them at your library.)



* As you sweep through the centuries
the story is the sane. Great nen, good
men, noble and wi se are arrayed on the
side of the Scripture. What has drawn
them there? What nmakes themlove its
words nore than life itself? There is
only one answer. Their hearts have
verified that this Book is in deed and
intruth the Word of the Living CGod!

* Here are nore and each one has his
rightful place in God's Hall of Fane.
There are Augustine and Jerome. John
Hus and Savonarol a who both paid with
their lives. O, come further down in
time's corridor and observe Martin

Lut her, John Cal vin, the Wsleys, John
Knox of Scotl and, Tyndale and Wcliffe,
God bless them Al |overs of Christ,
all transforned by the Book. (Your
encycl opedia will tell about them)

* And in our own time: Spurgeon
Scofield, Torrey, Sunday, Mdody, Judson,
Tayl or. And anong the "down and outers”
Jerry McCaul ey, Sam Hadl ey, Harry
Munroe, Mel Trotter, each one with an
amazing story of God's transform ng
grace. Wiat transformations! \What a
Book whi ch nakes such transformations!

10. | TS CHRI STFULNESS

* W& cone now to the nost inportant
and convi nci ng evidence that God is

i ndeed the Author of this Book. Most
everyone knows that the Bible is deeply
concerned with a portrayal of the person
and work of an inconparably uni que
Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is
not possible that He shoul d have been
the product of man's mind for He is head
and shoul ders above all humanity. His
life is unparalleled on the pages of
time. Never did nmere man speak as He
spoke. Nor did any man ever perform
such mghty works. He stands entirely
alone. He is the Son of Man. ... He is
the Christ of God.

* And the Bible is "Hs Book." From
t he openi ng pages of Cenesis to the

cl osing words of Revelation the Bible
gladly tells of His |ife, H's character
H s work, H's destiny. Every page
speaks of Hm He is the One who seens
to hold the Book together. Someone has



rightly said that if you m ss observing
the portrait of Christ on every page of
Scripture, you have nmissed that for

whi ch the Book was penned. Christ and

t he Book are inseparably |Iinked. For He
is most surely the Christ of the Bible,
and the Bible is forever the Book of
Christ. He is the Living Wrd, and the
Bible is the witten Wrd.

* Men's books tell of the Iife and
deeds of other nen. Still others bring
before us characters of fiction. But

all of these characters rise only to the
| evel of man's thinking. Literature
cannot rise higher than its source. But
the person of Christ is higher. No one
in history or literature is in H's
class. Sonmeone has said, "If the person
of Jesus Christ were nerely the result
of some man's imagination, then by al
means we should certainly fall down and
wor ship that man, for he hinmself would
be earth's greatest mracle for it would
take a Jesus to forge a Jesus.™

* So this Book whose great Character
isinfinitely above all that man coul d
produce cannot be accounted for on the
basis of natural law. Therefore He is
nore than man, and the Bible is H's
Book. He proves the Bible, and the

Bi bl e proves H m

* Christ is also the great central

t hene of Bible prophecy. As the witing
seers of old were allowed to draw back
time's curtain and peer forward into as
yet unlived history, they saw that the
events of the future were mainly
concerned with Hm And so they wote.
Moses | ooked and saw both Hi s death and
H s eventual coronation (Deuteronony
18:15-19). David wote of the bitter
sorrows of the cross, yet saw too that
some day all men would turn to Hm
(Psal m 22).

* | saiah, witing about 700 B.C., with
tear di med eyes saw the angui sh of
Calvary's tragedy at close range (Isaiah
53). Zechariah tells nostly of the

bl essi ngs which cone to Israel and
through themto the world in the

m |l ennial age (Zechariah 14). O her

A d Testanment worthies wote of H m
adding here a little, there a little



until the prophetic picture was
conpl ete

* Then comes a period of four hundred
silent years before the New Testament is
begun. But nmake no m stake, the two
Test ament s nake one Book, for the Chri st
of the One is the Christ of the New.

That of which Mdses, David, |saiah and
Zechariah wote is mnutely fulfilled in
the events surrounding the birth, life,
death and resurrection of Christ. You
see the A d Testanent is the
preparation, while the New shows the
mani festation. The truth contained in
both Testanents is coherent, unified and
progressive, because Christ is the one
grand Subj ect.

* O her holy books of ancient people
contain norality and wi sdom some of it
val uabl e and comendabl e. These holy
books tell of men who lived lives of
benevol ence and charity. Sone of them
even died a martyr's death. But no book
other than the Bible tells of One who
died and rose again. In the matter of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
Bible is wholly alone. Wthout apol ogy,
wi t hout hesitation the Scriptures
plainly set forth that three days after
H s death, Christ rose triunphantly from
the grave. This unmatched mracle is
bot h prophesied and fulfilled on the
pages of the Bible. Furthernore, as the
Bible sets forth the resurrection, it
becones the best authenticated fact of

hi story.

* The Bi bl e delights to speak about
the person and work of Christ in types.
A type is an exanple, a figure, a
pattern. Over and over again the person
of Christ, His qualities, H's
acconpl i shments are shown in typol ogy.
Many nmen in Scripture are types of
Christ. For instance, Adamis a type of
Christ in that both are federal Heads of
the race (Romans: 12-21). Adamis head
of the old race, Christ of the New.

* Isaac is a type of Christ show ng

H mas the Lanb of God who taketh away
the sin of the world (CGenesis 22).
David is a type as enphasizing the peace
that will attend the com ng reign of
Christ (2 Sanuel 7:12-17).



* Bi bl e objects are types too. The
Ark of Noah is a nost conplete

f oreshadowi ng of the salvation and
safety that is to be found in Christ.
The tabernacle of the Israelites in the
wi | derness is al nost purely typol ogy.

Al so the manna, the smiting of the rock
t he brazen serpent, and nmany, nany nore.
No clearer type is to be found than that
of the Passover Lanmb. All these add up
to a nost wonderful foreview of Chri st
Jesus.

* Anot her delightful study is that of
the Bible's nanes for Christ. Upwards of
four hundred different nanes and titles
are ascribed to Christ by the various
witers. He is the Son of Cod, and the
Son of Man. He is the Bread of Life and
the Water of Life. Not only is He the
Bright and Morning Star, but He is the
Sun of Ri ghteousness. Then He is both
the Lanb of God, and the Good Shepherd.
Sol onon wites of HHmas the Lily of the
Val l ey and the Rose of Sharon. His
strength is shown as He is called the
Rock of Ages, and the Chief Corner

St one.

* You do see, don't you, that the
Bible is the peerl ess Book because
Christ is its peerless Person. He is
its fullness, its center. It's al
about Hm He is the Life of the Book
The Book is His Story.

A PERSONAL MESSAGE

* If you are not a Christian ..
pl ease read this page carefully.

* It is not enough that you should be
persuaded that the Bible is the Wrd of
God. You must not stop there. Renenber,
it is God s Wrd to you, .

i ndividually, personally. It has a
message to your heart that is

i nexpressibly inportant.

* You see, all nmen by nature are
sinners (Romans 3:10-12). they're |ost,
and under the condemation of a just
God. That neans you too. Furthernore,
the wages of sin is death, and this
death is eternal death (Romans 6:23).



* But then, there's such good news for
sinners: Jesus Christ cane into the
world to save sinners (1 Tinothy 1:15).
VWhen He hung on Cal vary's cross, He paid
the full penalty of our redenption. No
sinner need die if he will accept the
Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior
(Romans 5:8).

* How can you know t he joy of

sal vation? That's the best news of all.
There's nothing to pay, nothing to do.
You can receive this natchless,

pricel ess redenption as a free gift from
God ... right now (Ephesians 2:8-9).

* Do this: drop to your knees, | ook
up into God's face and tell H mthat
you're an unworthy, meritless sinner on
your way to perdition. Then tell H m
that you are here and now receiving the
Lord Jesus Christ as your own persona
Savior. Tell H mthat you believe that
Christ is the Son of Cod, the Savior of
the World, and your Savi or

* If you will do this, and nean it, on
the authority of the unchangi ng Wrd of
God you will be saved (John 1:12, 3:16,
5:24). Then go on in the things of God.
Be baptized (Acts 2:41), join a church
that honors Christ (Acts 2:47), live
daily for Hm (Romans 12:1), and seek
to bring others to Hs feet (Mark
16:15). Just so will your life be joy

i nexpressible and full of G ory!
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