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COWPLETE | N CHRI ST
"Ye are complete in Hm" -- Col ossians 2:10.

The pardoned sinner for a while is content with the one
boon of forgiveness, and is too overjoyed with a sense of
freedom from bondage to know a wi sh beyond. In a little

ti me, however, he thinks about his position, his wants, and
his prospects: what is then his rapture at the discovery
that the roll of his pardon is also an indenture of al

weal th, a charter of all privileges, a title-deed of al
needed bl essings! Having received Christ, he has obtained
all things in Hm He | ooks to that cross upon which the
dreadful handwiting of ordi nances has been nailed; to his
unutterable surprise he beholds it blossomw th nmercy, and
like a tree of life bring forth the twelve manner of fruits
-- yea, all that he requires for life, for death, for tine,
or for eternity. Lo! at the foot of the once accursed
tree grow plants for his healing, and flowers for his
delight; fromthe bl eeding feet of the Redeemer fl ows

directing love to lead himall the desert through -- from
the pierced side there gushes cleansing water to purge him
fromthe power of sin -- the nails becone a neans of

securing himto righteousness, while above the crown hangs
visible as the gracious reward of perseverance. All things
are in the cross -- by this we conquer, by this we live, by
this we are purified, by this we continue firmto the end.
VWile sitting beneath the shadow of our Lord we think
oursel ves nost rich, for angels seemto sing, "Ye are
complete in Hm"

"COWLETE IN HHM" -- precious sentence! sweeter than
honey to our soul, we would adore the Holy Spirit for
dictating such glorious words to H's servant Paul. Oh! may
we by grace be made to see that they really are ours -- for
ours they are if we answer to the character described in
t he opening verses of the Epistle to the Colossians. If we

have faith in Jesus Christ, love towards all the saints,
and a hope laid up in heaven, we may grasp this gol den
sentence as all our own. Reader, have you been able to
follow in that which has already been described as the "way
whi ch | eads from bani shment"? Then you may take this

choi ce sentence to yourself as a portion of your



i nheritance; for weak, poor, helpless, unworthy though you
are in yourself, INHM your Lord, your Redeener, you are
conmplete in the fullest, broadest, and nost varied sense of
that mghty word, and you will be glad to nmuse upon the
wonders of this glorious position. May the great Teacher
guide us into this nystery of the perfection of the el ect
in Jesus, and nmay our neditation be cheering and profitable
to our spirits! As the words are few, let us dwell on
them and endeavor to gain the sweets which lie so
compactly within this little cell

Pause over those two little words, "INHM -- in
Christ! Here is the doctrine of union and oneness with
Jesus -- a doctrine of undoubted truth and unm ngl ed

confort. The Church is so allied with her Lord that she is
positively one with Hm She is the bride, and He the

bri degroom she is the branch, and He the stem she the
body, and He the glorious head. So also is every

i ndi vidual believer united to Christ. As Levi lay in the

| oi ns of Abraham when Mel chi zedek nmet him so was every
bel i ever chosen in Christ, and blessed with all spiritua

bl essings in heavenly places in Hm W have been spared,
protected, converted, justified, and accepted solely and
entirely by virtue of our eternal union with Christ.

Never can the convinced soul obtain peace until, like
Ruth, she finds rest in the house of her kinsman, who
beconmes her husband -- Jesus the Lord. An em nent pastor
| ately deceased, [Rev. Joseph Irons, Canberwell.] said in
one of his sernons, "Now, | amas sure as | amof nmy own
exi stence that wherever CGod the Holy CGhost awakens the poor
sinner by Hi s mghty grace, and inparts spiritual life in

his heart, nothing will ever satisfy that poor sinner but a
bel i evi ng assurance of eternal union with Christ. Unless
the soul obtains a sweet and satisfactory consci ousness of
it inthe exercise of aliving faith, it will never “enter
into rest' this side eternity."

It is fromoneness with Christ before all worlds that
we receive all our nmercies. Faith is the precious grace
whi ch discerns this eternal union, and cenents it by
another -- a vital union; so that we becone one, not nerely
in the eye of God, but in our own happy experience -- one
in aim onein heart, one in holiness, one in conmunion
and, ultimately, one in glory.

This manifest union is not nore real and actual than
the eternal union of which it is the revelation; it does
not commence the union, nor does its obscurity or clearness
in the |east affect the certainty or safety of the
i mut abl e oneness subsi sting between Jesus and the
believer. It is emnently desirable that every saint
should attain a full assurance of his union to Christ, and
it is exceedingly inportant that he should |abor to
mai ntain a constant sense thereof; for although the nercy
be the sanme, yet his confort fromit will vary according to
his apprehension of it. A landscape is as fair by night as



by day, but who can perceive its beauties in the dark? --
even so we nmust see, or rather believe, this union to
rejoice init.

No condition out of Paradi se can be nore bl essed than
that which is produced by a living sense of oneness with
Jesus. To know and feel that our interests are nutual, our
bonds i ndi ssoluble, and our lives united, is indeed to dip
our norsel in the golden dish of heaven. There is no
sweeter canticle for nortal lips than the sweet song, "M
Beloved is mne, and I amHs," --

"E'en |like two bank-dividing brooks,

That wash the pebbles with their wanton streans,
And, having rang'd and search'd a thousand nooks,
Meet both at length in silver-breasted Thames,
VWere in a greater current they conjoin;

So | nmy best Beloved's am so He is mne."

Verily the streamof |ife flows along easily enough
when it is conmingled with Hmwho is our life. WalKking
wi th our arm upon the shoul der of the Beloved is not sinply
safe, but delightful; and living with Hs life is a noble
style of imortality, which may be enjoyed on earth. But
to be out of Christ is msery, weakness, and death -- in
short, it is the bud, of which the full-blown flower is
dammation. Apart from Jesus we have nothing save fearfu
forebodi ngs and terrible renenbrances. Beloved, there is
no CGospel prom se which is ours unless we know what it is
to be INHM Qit of Hmall is poverty, woe, sorrow, and
destruction: it is only in Hm the ark of Hs elect, that
we can hope to enjoy covenant mercies, or rejoice in the
sure bl essings of salvation. Can we now entertain a hope
that we are really hidden in the rock? Do we feel that we
are a portion of Christ's body, and that a real union
exi sts between us? Then nay we proceed to unfold and
appropriate the privileges here nentioned.

Ye are COWLETE in Hm The word "conpl ete" does not
convey the whol e of the meaning couched in the origina
word PEPLEIROVENO . It is on the whole the best word which
can be found in our |anguage, but its neaning may be
further unveiled by the addition of other auxiliary
readi ngs.

I. YE ARE COWLETE IN HM Let us consider the
meani ng of the phrase as it thus stands in our own
Aut hori zed Version. W are COVPLETE. 1In all matters which
concern our spiritual welfare, and our soul's salvation, we
are conplete in Christ.

1. COWLETE W THOUT THE AID OF JEW SH CEREMONI ES.
They had their uses. They were pictures wherewith the |aw,
as a school master, taught the infant Jew sh church; but now
that faith is cone, we are no | onger under a school master
for in the clear light of Christian know edge we need not



the aid of synbols:--

"Fi ni shed are the types and shadows
O the cerenonial |aw"

The one sacrifice has so atoned for us that we need no
other. In Christ we are conplete w thout any addition of
ci rcuncti sion, sacrifice, passover, or tenple service.

These are not but beggarly elements. They would be

i ncunbrances -- for what can we need fromthem when we are
conmplete in Christ? Wat have we to do with noon or stars,
now t hat Christ hath shone forth like the sun in his
strength? Let the dimlanps be quenched -- they would but
nmock the dawn, and the sunlight would deride their unneeded
glimerings. W despise not the cerenonial law -- it was
"t he shadow of good things to conme,” and as such we
venerate it; but now that the substance has appeared, we
are not content with guesses of grace, but we grasp H m who
is grace and truth. How nmuch nore highly are we favored
than the ancient believers, for they by daily offerings
confessed thensel ves to be inconplete! They could never
stay their hand and say, "It is enough,” for daily sin
demanded daily lanbs for the altar. The Jews were never
made conplete by their law, for their rites "could never
make the comers thereunto perfect;" but this is our
pecul i ar and superior privilege, that we are perfected by
the one offering on Calvary.

2. WE ARE COWPLETE W THOUT THE HELP OF PHI LOSOPHY.
In Paul's tinme there were some who thought that phil osophy
m ght be used as a supplenent to faith. They argued,
contended, and nystified every doctrine of revel ation
Happy would it have been for them and the Church had they
heeded the words of Paul, and kept entirely to the
sinmplicity of the Gospel, glorying only in the cross of
Christ! The Christian has such a sublinme system of
doctrine that he never need to fear the vain specul ations
of an infidel science, nor need he ever call in the
sophi sns of the worldly wise to prop his faith -- in Christ
he is complete. W have never heard of a dying believer
asking the aid of a worldly phil osophy to give hi mwords of
confort in the hour of dissolution. No! he has enough in
his own religion -- enough in the conforts of the Holy
Ghost. Never let us turn aside fromthe faith because of
the sneer of the learned: this a Christian will not,
cannot do -- for we see THAT eternal evidence in our
religion which we may call its best proof, nanely, the fact
that init we are conplete

No man can add anything to the religion of Jesus. Al
that is consistent with truth is already incorporated in
it, and with that which is not true it can form no
alliance. There is nothing new in theol ogy save that which
is false. Those who seek to inprove the Gospel of Jesus do
but deface it. It is so perfect initself that al
additions to it are but excrescences of error; and it
renders us so conplete that aught we join with it is



supererogation, or worse than that. David would not go to
the fight in Saul's arnor, for he had not proved it; so can
we say, "The sling and stone are to us abundant weapons; as
for the mail of philosophy, we |eave that for proud
Goliaths to wear.” One of the nost evil signs of our day
is its tendency to rationalism spiritualism and

mul titudes of other neans of beclouding the sinple faith of
our Lord Jesus; but the Lord's chosen famly will not be
beguil ed fromtheir steadfastness, which is the only hope
of an heretical generation; for they know whomthey have
believed, and will not renounce their confidence in Hmfor
t he sophistries of "the wi se and prudent."

3. COWPLETE W THOUT THE | NVENTI ONS OF SUPERSTI Tl ON.
CGod is the Author of all revealed and spiritual religion;
but man would wite an appendi x. There nmust be works of
super erogati on, deeds of penance, acts of nortification, or
el se the poor papist can never be perfected. Yea, when he
has nmost vigorously applied the whip, when he has fasted
even to physical exhaustion, when he has forfeited all that
is natural to man -- yet he is never sure that he has done
enough, he can never say that he is conplete; but the
Christian, without any of these, feels that he has gained a
consummati on by those |ast words of his Savior -- "It is
finished!™ The blood of his agonizing Lord is his only and
all-sufficient trust. He despises alike the absol utions
and the indul gences of priest or pontiff; he tranples on
the refuge of lies which the deceiver has builded -- his
gl ory and boast ever centering in the fact that he is
COWPLETE IN CHRI ST. Let but this sentence be preached
t hroughout the earth, and believed by the inhabitants
thereof, and all the despots on its surface coul d not
buttress the tottering Church of Rome, even for a single
hour. Men would soon cry out, "Away with the usurper!
away with her pretensions! There is all in Christ; and
what can she add thereto, saving her nmunmeries, pollutions,
and corrupt abom nations?"

4. \WE ARE COWPLETE W THOUT HUMAN MERI T, CQUR OAN WORKS
BEI NG REGARDED AS FI LTHY RAGS. How nmany there are who,
whi | e waxi ng war m agai nst popery, are fostering its
principles in their own mnds! The very marrow of popery
is reliance on our own works; and in God's sight the
formalist and legalist are as contenptible, if found in an
ort hodox church, as if they were open followers of
Antichrist. Brethren, let us see to it that we are resting
alone in the righteousness of Jesus, that He is all in al
to us. Let us never forget that if we are perfect in Hm
we are perfect only in Hm \Wile we would diligently
cultivate works of holiness, let us be careful |est we seek
to add to the perfect work of Jesus. The robe of
ri ght eousness that nature spins and weaves is too frail a
fabric to endure the breath of the Al mghty; we nust,
therefore, cast it all away -- creature doings nust not be
united with, or regarded as auxiliary to, divine
sati sfaction.



W woul d be holy, even as God is, but we are stil
confident that this will not be supplenenting the great
ri ght eousness which is ours by inmputation. No; though
conpassed with sin and surrounded by our depravity, we know
that we are so conplete in Jesus that we could not be nore
so, even were we free fromall these things, and glorified
as the spirits of just men nade perfect.

Bl essed conpl etely through the God-Man, |et our
unbel i ef be ashaned, and | et our admiration be fastened
upon this interesting and delightful state of privilege.
Arise, believer! and behold yourself "perfect in Christ

Jesus." Let not your sins shake your faith in the
all -sufficiency of Jesus. You are, with all your
depravity, still in Hm and therefore conplete. You have

need of nothing beyond what there is in Hm In Hmyou
are at this nonment RIGHTEQUS, in Hmentirely clean, in Hm
an object of divine approval and eternal love. NOW as you
are, and where you are, you are still conplete. Feeble,
forgetful, frail, fearful, and fickle in yourself, yet
IN HMyou are all that can be desired. Your

unri ght eousness i s covered, your righteousness is accepted,
your strength is perfected, your safety secured, and your
heaven certain. Rejoice, then, that you are "conplete in
H m" Look on your own nothingness and be hunbl e, but | ook
at Jesus, your great Representative, and be glad. Be not
so intent upon your own corruptions as to forget His

i mmacul ate purity, which He has given to you. Be not so

m ndf ul of your original poverty as to forget the infinite
ri ches which He has conferred on you. It will save you
many pangs if you will learn to think of yourself as being
INHM and as being by H s glorious grace accepted in

H m and perfect in Christ Jesus.

. YE ARE FULLY SUPPLIED IN H M Having Hm we
have all that we can possibly require. The man of God is
t horoughly furnished in the possession of his great Savior
He need never to | ook for anything beyond, for in H mal
is treasured. Do we need FORGE VENESS for the past?
Pardons, rich and free, are with Jesus. Gace to cover al
our sinis there; grace to rise above our follies and our
faults. Is it WSDOM which we |ack? He is made of Cod
unto us wisdom His finger shall point out our path in the
desert; H s rod and staff shall keep us in the way when we
wal k through the valley of the shadow of death. In our
conbats with the foe do we feel want of STRENGIH? 1s He
not Jehovah, nmighty to save? WII| He not increase power to
the faint, and succor the fallen? Need we go to Assyria,
or stay on Egypt, for hel p? Nay, these are broken reeds.
Surely, in the Lord Jehovah we have righteousness and
strength. The battle is before us, but we trenmble not at
the foe; we feel arned at all points, clad in inpenetrable

mail, for we are fully supplied in Hm Do we depl ore our
i gnorance? He will give us KNOALEDGE; He can open our ear
to listen to nysteries unknown. Even babes shall |earn the

wonders of His grace, and children shall be taught of the
Lord. No other teacher is required; He is alone efficient



and all-sufficient. Are we at tinmes distressed? W need
not inquire for COWORT, for in Hm the consol ati on of
Israel, there are fats full of the oil of joy, and rivers
of the wi ne of thanksgiving. The PLEASURES of the world
are void to us, for we have infinitely nore joy than they
can give in H Mwho has made us conpl ete.

Ah! ny reader, whatever exigencies may arise, we
shal |l never need to say, "W have searched, but cannot find
what we require; for it is, and ever shall be, found in the
st orehouse of nercy, even in Jesus Christ." "I't hath
pl eased the Father that in H mshould ALL ful ness dwell ;"
and truly none of the saints have ever conpl ai ned of any
failure in Hm Tens of thousands of them have drawn from
this sacred well, yet is it as full as ever, and all who
cone to it are supplied with the full neasure of their
necessities. Jesus is not one single sprig of myrrh, but
"a BUNDLE of myrrh is ny Beloved unto ne;" [Song of Sol
1: 13, 14] not one nmercy, but a string of nercies, for "ny
Bel oved is unto me as A CLUSTER of camphire.” "I'n Chri st
is acluster of all spiritual blessings; all the bl essings
of the everlasting covenant are in His hands and at Hi s
di sposal; and saints are blessed with all spiritua
bl essings in heavenly places in Hm He is the believer's
wi sdom righteousness, sanctification, and redenption
There is not a mercy we want but is in Hm or a blessing
we enjoy but what we have received it fromHm He is the

believer's "ALL IN ALL."" [Dr. GII] The word
transl ated "conplete"” is used by Denobsthenes in describing
a ship as fully manned -- and truly the Christian's ship,

fromprowto stern, is well manned by her Captain, who

H nsel f steers the vessel, stills the storm feeds the
crew, fills the sails, and brings all safe to their desired
haven. 1In every position of danger or duty Christ Hi nself
is all-sufficient for protection or support. Under every
concei vabl e or inconceivable trial, we shall find in H m
sufficient grace: should every earthly stream be dri ed,
there is enough in Hm in the absence of themall. Hs

gl orious person is the dwelling-place of all-sufficiency.
"In Hmdwel leth all the ful ness of the Godhead bodily;"

as the fulness of Deity is sufficient to create and sustain
a universe of ponderous orbs, and whole worlds of living
creatures, can it be supposed that it will be found unabl e
to supply the necessities of saints? Such a fear would be
as foolish as if a man should trenble | est the atnobsphere
should prove too little for his breath, or the rivers too
shallow for his thirst. To imagine the riches of the
incarnate God to fail would be to conceive a bankrupt God,
or a wasted infinite. Therefore, let us set up our banners
in H s name, and exceedingly rejoice.

[Il. Athird reading is -- YE ARE SATISFIED IN H M
Satisfaction is a jewel rare and precious. Happy is the
mer chantman who finds it. W may seek it in RICHES, but it
does not lie there. W may heap up gold and silver, pile
on pile, until we are rich beyond the dream of avarice,
then thrust our hands into our bags of gold, and search



there for satisfaction, but we have it not. CQur heart,
like the horse-leech, cries, "Gve, give!" W nmay erect

t he pal ace and conquer m ghty nations, but anong the
trophi es which decorate the hall, there is not that

preci ous thing which worlds cannot buy. But give us
Christ, let us be allied to Hm and our heart is
satisfied. W are content in poverty -- we are rich; in
di stress we have all, and abound. W are full, for we are
satisfied in Hm

Again, let us explore the fields of KNOAEDGE, let us
separate ourselves, and interneddle with all w sdony let us
dive into the secrets of nature; let the heavens yield to
the tel escope, and the earth to our research; let us turn
t he ponderous tone, and pore over the pages of the mghty
folio; let us take our seat anong the w se, and becone
prof essors of science; but, alas! we soon shall loathe it
all, for "much study is a weariness of the flesh.” But |et
us turn again tot he fountain-head, and drink of the waters
of revelation: we are then satisfied. Watever the pursuit
may be, whether we invoke the trunp of fane to do us
honmage, and bid our fellows offer the incense of honor, or
pursue the pleasures of sin, and dance a gi ddy round of
nmerriment, or followthe |less erratic novenents of
commer ce, and acquire influence anong nen, we shall stil
be di sappoi nted, we shall have still an aching void, an
enptiness within; but when we gather up our straying
desires, and bring themto a focus at the foot of Calvary,
we feel a solid satisfaction, of which the world cannot
deprive us.

Among the sons of nen there are not a few of restless
spirit, whose uneasy souls are panting for an unknown good,
the want of which they feel, but the nature of which they
do not conprehend. These will hurry fromcountry to
country, to do little el se but attenpt a hopel ess escape
fromthenselves; they will flit from pleasure to pl easure,
with the only gain of fresh grief fromrepeated
di sappoi ntments. It were hard i ndeed to conpound a
medi ci ne for mnds thus di seased. Verily, the aromatics
and bal ns of Araby, or the islands of the sea, mght be
exhausted ere the elixir of satisfaction could be
distilled, and every nystic nane in the vocabulary of the
wi se mght be tried in vain to produce the all-precious
charmof quiet. But in the Gospel we find the inestimable
medi ci ne al ready conpounded, potent enough to allay the
nost burning fever, and still the nost violent palpitations
of the heart. This we speak from experience, for we too
were once, |like the unclean spirit, "seeking rest and
finding none;" we once groaned for an unseen sonethi ng,
which in all our joys we could not find, and now, by God's
great |ove, we have found the water which has quenched our

thirst -- it is that which Jesus gives, "the living water"
of His grace. W revel in the sweets of the name of Jesus,
and | ong for nought beside. Like Naphtali, we are

satisfied with favor, and full of the blessing of the Lord.
Li ke Jacob, we exclaim "It is enough.” The soul is



anchored, the desire is "satiated with fatness," the whole
man is rich to all the intents of bliss, and | ooks for
nothing nmore. Allen, in his "Heaven Qpened," represents
the believer as soliloquizing in the follow ng joyous
manner: -- "O happy soul, how rich art thou! Wat a booty
have | gotten! It is all mne owmn. | have the prom ses of
this life and of that which is to come. Ch! what can

wi sh nore? How full a charter is here! Now, ny doubting
soul may boldly and believingly say with Thomas, "My Lord
and ny God.' \What need we any further w tness? W have
heard H's words. He has sworn by His holiness that H s
decree may not be changed, and has signed it with Hs own
signet. And now return to thy rest, Ony soul! for the
Lord has dealt bountifully with thee. Say, if thy lines be
not fallen to thee in a pleasant place, and if this be not
a goodly heritage? O blasphenous di scontent! how absurd
and unreasonable an evil art thou, whomall the ful ness of
t he Godhead cannot satisfy, because thou art denied in a
petty confort, or crossed in thy vain expectations fromthe
worl d!l' O ny unthankful soul, shall not a Trinity content
thee? Shall not all-sufficiency suffice thee? Silence, ye
mur mur i ng t houghts, for ever. | have enough, | abound, and
amfull. Infiniteness and eternity are mne, and what nore
can | ask?"

Ch, may we constantly dwell on the blissful summt of
spiritual content, boasting continually in the conpl eteness
of our salvation INHM and nmay we ever seek to live up
to our great and inestimable privilege! Let us live
according to our rank and quality, according to our rank
and quality, according to the riches conveyed to us by the
eternal covenant. As great princes are so arrayed that you
can read their estates in their garnents, and discern their
riches by their tables, so let our daily carriage express
to others the val ue which we set upon the bl essings of
grace. A murmur is arag which is ill-suited to be the
dress of a soul possessed of Jesus; a conplaining spirit is
too nmean a thing for an heir of all things to indulge. Let
wor I dl i ngs see that our Jesus is indeed a sufficient
portion. As for those of us who are continually filled
with rejoicing, let us be careful that our conpany and
converse are in keeping with our high position. Let our
satisfaction with Christ beget in us a spirit too noble to
stoop to the base deeds of ungodly nen. Let us |ive anong
the generation of the just; let us dwell in the courts of
the great King, behold His face, wait at H s throne, bear
H s name, show forth H's virtues, set forth H's praises,
advance H s honor, uphold His interest, and reflect H s
image. It is not becomi ng that princes of the blood should
herd with beggars, or dress as they do; let all believers,
then, conme out fromthe world, and nount the hills of high
and holy living; so shall it be proved that they are
content with Christ, when they utterly forsake the broken
ci sterns.

V. The text bears within it another nmeaning -- YE
ARE FILLED INHM --so Wckliffe translated it, "AND ZE



BEN FILLID IN HYM" A possession of Jesus in the soul is a
filling thing. Qur great Creator never intended that the
heart shoul d be enpty, and hence He has stanped upon it the
ancient rule that nature abhors a vacuum The soul can
never be quiet until in every part it is fully occupied.

It is as insatiable as the grave, until it finds every
corner of its being filled with treasure. Now, it can be
said of Christian salvation, that it, and it al one, can

fill the mnd. WMn is a conpound being, and while one
portion of his being may be full, another may be enpty.
There is nothing which can fill the whole man save the

possessi on of Christ.

The man of hard cal cul ation, the | over of facts, may
feast his head and starve his heart; -- the sentinentali st
may fill up his full measure of enotion, and destroy his
under standi ng; -- the poet may render his imagination
gigantic, and dwarf his judgnent; -- the student may render
his brain the very refinenment of |ogic, and his conscience
may be dying: -- but give us Christ for our study, Christ
for our science, Christ for our pursuit, and our whole man
is filled. In Hs religion we find enough to exercise the
faculties of the npbst astute reasoner, while yet our heart,
by the contenplation, shall be warned -- yea, made to burn
within us. In Hmwe find roomfor imagination's utnost
stretch, while yet H s kind hand preserves us fromwld and
romantic visions. He can satisfy our soul inits every
part. Qur whole man feels that His truth is our soul's
proper food, that its powers were nade to appropriate HM
while HE is so constituted that He is adapted to its every
want. Herein lies the fault of all human systens of
religion -- they do but subjugate and enlist a portion of
the man; they light up with doubtful brilliance one single
chanmber of his soul, and | eave the rest in darkness; they
cover himin one part, and allow the biting frost to benunb
and freeze the other, until the man feels that sonmething is
negl ected, for he bears a gnawing w thin himwhich his
false religion cannot satisfy. But let the glorious Gospe
of the bl essed Jesus conme into the nan; let the Holy Spirit
apply the word with power, and the whole man is filled --
every nerve, like the string of a harp, is wound up, and
gives forth nelody -- every power blesses God -- every
portion is lighted up with splendor, and the man excl ai ns,

"There rest, ny long divided soul
Fi xed on this mghty centre, rest."

"Shaddai,"” the Lord all-sufficient, is a portion |arge
enough to afford us ful ness of joy and peace. In Hm as
well as in H's house, "there is bread enough and to spare.™
In the absence of all other good things, He is an
overflowing river of nmercy, and when ot her blessings are
present, they owe all their value to Hm He makes our cup
so full that it runneth over, and so He is just what nman's
i nsatiable heart requires. It is a fact which all nmen nust
acknow edge, that we are never full till we run over -- the
soul never has enough till it has nore than enough; while



we can contain and neasure and nunmber our possessions, we
are not quite so rich as we desire. PAUPERI S EST NUMERARE
PECUS -- we count ourselves poor so | ong as we can count
our wealth. W are never satisfied till we have nore than
will satisfy us. But in Jesus there is that

super abundance, that lavish richness, that outdoing of
desire, that we are obliged to exclaim "IT IS ENOUGH - -
"M FILLED TO THE BRIM "

How desirable is that state of mind which makes every
part of the soul a spring of joys! The nost of nmen have
but one well of mrth within them according to their
tenperament, they derive their happiness fromdifferent
powers of the mind -- one from bold inmagi nati on, anot her
fromsolitary neditation, and a third from nmenory; but the
bel i ever has many wells and nmany pal mtrees, for all that
iswithin himis blessed by God. As the waters cover the
sea, so has divine grace flooded every portion of his
being. He has no "aching void," no "salt |and, and not

i nhabited,"” no "clouds without rain;" but where once were
di sappoi ntment and di scontent, there are now "pl easures for
evernore," for the soul is "filled in Hm"

Seek then, beloved Christian reader, to know nore and
nmore of Jesus. Think not that you are nmaster of the
sci ence of Christ crucified. You know enough of HHmto be
suprenely bl essed; but you are even now but at the
begi nning. Notwi thstanding all you have | earned of H m
renenber you have only read the child's first priner; you
are as yet on one of the |ower forms; you have not yet a
degree in the sacred college. You have but dipped the dole
of your foot in that streamwherein the glorified are now
swi nmm ng. You are but a gleaner -- you have not at present
handl ed the sheaves wi th which the ransoned returned to
Zion. King Jesus has not showed you ALL the treasures of
H s house, nor can you nore than guess the value of the
| east of His jewels. You have at this nonent a very faint
i dea of the glory to which your Redeenmer has raised you, or
t he conpl eteness with which He has enriched you. Your joys
are but sips of the cup, but crunbs fromunder the table.
Up then to your inheritance, the land is before you, walk
t hrough and survey the |lot of your inheritance; but know
this, that until you have washed in Jordan, you shall be
but as a beginner, not only in the whole science of divine
| ove, but even in this one short but conprehensive |esson
"COWLETE IN HM"

TO THE UNCONVERTED READER.

FRIEND, -- W will venture one assertion, in the ful
belief that you can not deny it -- YOU ARE NOT ENTI RELY
SATI SFI ED.  You are one of the weary-footed seekers of a
joy which you will never find outside of Christ. On! let
this chapter teach you to forgo your vain pursuit, and | ook
in another direction. be assured that, as hitherto your
chase has been a di sappoi ntnent, so shall it continue to
the end, unless you run in another manner. Ohers have dug



the m nes of worldly pleasure, and have gai ned not hi ng but
angui sh and despair; wll you search again where others
have found not hing? Let the experience of ages teach you
the fallacy of human hopes, and |let your own failures warn
thee of new attenpts.

But hark! sinner, all you need is in Christ. He wll
fill you, satisfy you, enrich you, gladden you. On! let
your friend beseech you, "Taste and see that the Lord is
good. "

#
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