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TO WHAT SHOULD WE BE LOYAL?

VWhat do you think of the person who
says, "My parents were nmenbers of this

denom nation. | was borninit. And
"Il dieinit."
"Ch," you say, "I think he's wong

to talk like that."
"Yes, but why is he wong?"

"l suppose because he assumes his
denom nation is right and will always be
right."

"Well, then, to what denom nation
or group should he be | oyal ?"

"I guess he shouldn't be loyal to
any denom nation, because no
denom nation is perfect."”



"One final question. |If he
shoul dn't be loyal to any denom nation
or group of Christians, to what should
he be | oyal ?"

"He ought to be loyal to the Lord
and to the principles of Hs Wrd."

Yes, of course! That is the only
correct answer. It is a mistake to
devel op an undying loyalty to any
Christian fell owship, no nmatter how
scriptural it nmay be at the tine.

Even suppose that you reject the

whol e i dea of denom nations. Suppose you
meet with Christians who refuse any
sectarian name. Suppose, for instance,
that they speak of thenselves by this
i nnocuous nane of "the assenblies.”
They seek to adhere to the teaching of
the Word. Shouldn't you throw in your
let with them permanently and by | oyal
to them al one?

If you do, you will find yourself
inadfficult position

You are committed to a group that
wi Il al nost inevitably change over the
years. This has been the history of
al nrost every Christian fellowship.

Li beral tendencies creep in. Zeal and
freshness give way to formalism A
denom nati onal hierarchy devel ops. Soon
you can wite |Ichabod over the whol e
thing -- the glory has depart ed.

Then again, if you are loyal to a
group of assenblies, the question always
arises, "Wth which particular ones do
you agree?" There are wide differences
anong any group of |ocal churches, just
as there are wi de di fferences anong
i ndi viduals. Some are open, sone are
excl usive. Some are conservative, some
are liberal. Some have a pastor who
presi des over the congregation, others
repudi ate a one-man mnistry. No two
assenblies are exactly alike.

So there is a real problem To
whi ch assenblies are we to be | oyal ?
Are we to blindly subscribe to all the
assenblies that mght be listed in a
sem -official address book? It seens
obvi ous that we cannot consistently do



this. W nust judge each individua
assenbly by the Wrd of God, as far as
our own personal affiliation is

concer ned.

Here is another problem If ny
loyalty is to a particular group of
| ocal churches, what is to be ny
attitude toward other Christian groups
that mght in sone ways be closer to the
New Testanment pattern than mine is? How
do | evaluate then? Do | sinply wave
them of f by saying, "They are not anong
"our' assenblies.” Do | accept or
reject themby whether their activities
are reported in one of "our" nagazi nes?

Then there is the matter of
i ndi vi dual Christian workers "outside

our circle." How do we eval uate thenf
Do we ask, "Has he been conmended by one
of 'the assenblies'?" "lIs he with us?"

O do we inquire if he is serving the
Lord in accordance with the principles
of the New Testanent?

Certainly the easiest policy is to
j udge individual s or groups by whet her
or not they are "with us." This does
not require spiritual exercise or
di scernnent. But it is a false and

dangerous basis of judgment. It
supplants the Wrd of God as our fina
authority. It assunes _a_priori_ that

we" are correct in our position and

t hat everyone el se should conformto us.
It leads to inconsistency, enbarrassment
and conf usi on.

Christians nmust be taught to test
everything by the Scriptures. This is
our only authority. The question is
not, "How do we do it in 'our
assenblies'?" but "Wat does the Bible
teach about it?"

Qur loyalty nust be first, last and
always to the Lord and to the principles
of Hs Wwrd. And we shoul d never
blindly assune that any group of
bel i evers has a nmonopoly on the truth,
is adhering to the New Testanent in its
entirety, or is inmmne fromdrift and
departure.

Every generation nmust guard agai nst
t he danger of slipping into



denom nati onal, sectarian ways of

t hi nking. Down through the centuries,

t here have been great novenents of the
Holy Spirit in which certain truths have
been recovered out of the rubble of
tradition, formalismand ritualism The
first generation, that is, those living
at the time of these novenents have been
intelligent concerning the scriptura
principles involved. But then the
second and third generations have tended
to follow the systemroutinely because
their parents were in it, and because

t hey thensel ves were brought up in it.
There has been a decline of true

convi ction and an increasing ignorance
of the biblical basis of the pattern
fol | owed.

Thus the history of nost spiritual
novenments has been aptly described in
the word series: nman ... novenent
machine ... nonunent. At the outset
there is a nman, anointed in a special
way by the Holy Spirit. As others are
led into the truth, a novenent devel ops.
But by the second or third generation,
people are following a systemwith
sectarian, machine-like precision
Eventually nothing is left but a
lifel ess, denom national nonunent.

If you were to ask a sanpling of
Christians, "Wiy do you neet in church
fell owshi p where you do?" how many do
you think could give a clear, scriptura
answer? Not many! There is w despread
i gnorance as to the truth of the New
Testanent church, and therefore a
general lack of conviction on the
subj ect. How can we have strong
convi ctions about sonething we do not
know or understand?

In a healthy New Test ament
assenbly, those who are in fellowship
know why they are there. They are not
sernmon-tasters or followers of nmen, but
Christians who are well grounded in the
truth of the gospel and of the Church
They are prepared to judge everything by
the Word. They are not unalterably
committed to any particul ar group of
assenblies. |If trends devel op which are
unbi bli cal and di shonoring to the Lord,
they will seek the | eading of the Holy
Spirit to the conpany of those who do



neet in obedience to the Bible.

Let us exam ne sone of the great
truths concerning the assenbly which are
found in the New Testanment and to which
we shoul d be | oyal .

UNI TY OF THE BODY

One of the nost obvious truths is
the unity of the body of Christ. There
is only one body, one church, one
assenbly (Ephesians 4:4).

Because this is true, all believers
are responsible to bear witness to it.
As we gat her together, we should give
practical expression to it. Nothing
that we do or say should deny it.

Many Christians see quite clearly
that sects and denomi nations are a
denial of the truth of the one body
(1_Corinthians 1:10-13; 3:3). Sects
create the inpression that Christ is
di vided, and thus m srepresent the truth
of God's Wwird. Many of us see this
quite clearly and refuse such nanes as
Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist or
Epi scopal i an

But we do not al ways see that ANY
nane that separates us from ot her
menbers of the body is divisive and
unscriptural. Even if we take a
bi bli cal nane |ike BRETHREN, for
exanple, the mnute we qualify it or
capitalize it, we transgress. It is as
wrong for sonme believers to identify
t hensel ves as Plynmouth Brethren, United
Brethren, Christian Brethren
Evangel i cal Brethren, Open Brethren or
Excl usive Brethren as it is for others
to call thensel ves Presbyterians or
Pent ecost al s.

Brethren with a capital B inplies
that there are sone believers who are
not brethren, or that sone are brethren
in adistinctive way. W hear people
ask, "Is he in the Brethren?" or they
report sadly, "He left the Brethren.”
The truth is, of course, that if he's
saved, he's in the brethren, and he
can't |eave the brethren since the
believer is eternally secure.



It is certainly right that we
shoul d gather to the Nane of the Lord
Jesus Christ alone, but the mnute we
speak of ourselves as "Christians
gathered to the Name of the Lord Jesus
Christ alone,” neaning that we do and
others don't, we have becone a sect.

To speak of any particul ar group of
Christians exclusively as "the Lord's
peopl e" betrays a sectarian attitude. It
puts us in the same class as those in
Corinth who said, "I amof Christ" --
meani ng that they were of Christ to the
exclusion of all others (1_Corinthians
1:12).

Anot her way in which inconsistency
appears is the habit of calling a
particul ar gathering of Christians in a
town "the assenbly” in that towmn. O
speaki ng of states and cities where
there are "no assenblies,” Actually this
is not accurate |anguage. The assenbly
in any given town is nmade up of all true
believers there. Wthin that town there
may be several gatherings of Christians.
In addition there may be some true
Christians who are not associated with a
| ocal fellowship for one reason or
anot her; they may be under discipline,
for instance. Al go to make up the
assenbly in the town, though all may not
nmeet together in one place.

Sonmeone will say, "Well, how can |
di stingui sh ny assenbly fromthe other
evangel i cal churches in Hometown?" The
answer is, "Instead of calling it 'the
assenbly' in Hometown, refer to it as
the assenbly that neets in the Bible
Chapel at 5th and Pine." Then you have
not denied the unity of the body.

We nust never forget that we are
Christians, believers, brethren
di sciples and saints -- and so are al
who have been redeened by the precious
bl ood of Christ. To deny this by any
form of sectarianism denoni nationalism
or exclusivismis to deny the truth of
the Bible and to be guilty of carnality
and pride.

ALL BELI EVERS ARE MEMBERS



A second great truth for which we
should stand is that all true believers
are nenbers of the body of Christ and
t heref ore nmenbers of one anot her
(1_Corinthians 12:12-26). This being
so, it is necessary for us to recognize
all Christians as our brothers and
sisters.

It is not always easy to do this.
Men have erected fences. People are
nore loyal to their own denom nation
than they are to the body of Christ.
They do not recognize the unity of the
Spirit.

But the trouble is not all with
ot her people. Even in our own hearts,
there is often the desire to be
distinctive, to think of ourselves as
havi ng a corner on church truth or some
other truth. W often find it difficult
to befriend those who do not see exactly
as we do. Instead of rejoicing when
others are led into a certain neasure of
divine truth, we are apt to magnify the
ways in which they are still different
fromus. And too frequently we quarre
nost bitterly with those whose church
order is strikingly simlar to our own.

How t hen can we give practica
expression to the truth that all genuine
bel i evers are nenbers of the body of
Christ?

First of all, we should | ove them
because they belong to Christ (1_John
4:11). The fact that they may differ
with us in various areas of doctrine or
practice should not prevent our |oving
t hem

We should pray for them (1_Sanuel
12:23). This is a debt we owe to al
men, especially those who are of the
househol d of faith.

Third, we should seek to share with
them the precious truths which God has
shown us fromthe Word (2_Tinothy 2:2).

Thi s does not nean that we shoul d
adopt a deliberate policy of sheep-
stealing, that is, noving into other
evangel i cal groups with the specific
pur pose of |eading people out to "our



own fellowship.” Nowhere in the Bible
are we called to this divisive mnistry.
Rat her, in our individual contact with
others and as led by the Holy Spirit, we
should mnister Christ to themas the
gathering Center of H's people. W
shoul d "teach everyone we can, all that
we know about Hm so that, if possible,
we may bring every man up to his ful
maturity in Christ" (Col ossians 1:28,
Phillips).

Not only should we | ove ot her
beli evers, and pray for them and seek
to edify them but we should also |learn
fromthem (1 _Corinthians 12:21). It is a
m stake to think that we have all the
truth and that we cannot benefit
spiritually fromthose outside "our own
fellowship.” Every nmenber has sonet hi ng
to contribute to the rest of the body.
Any man-nade barriers that hinder
bel i evers from hel pi ng other believers
are contrary to the will of God.

Al so we should refrain from
criticism jeal ousy, gossiping,
backbi ting or judging (Luke 6:37). Each
believer is a steward of the Lord. W
are distinctly forbidden to judge others
before the tinme, that is, before the
Lord cones (1 _Corinthians 4:5). Pau
asks, "Who art thou that judgest another
man's servant? To his own Master he
standeth or falleth"” (Romans 14:4). And
when Peter becane concerned about John's
service for the Lord, Jesus said, "Wat
is that to thee? Follow thou ne" (John
21: 22).

We shoul d rejoi ce whenever Chri st
i s preached, whether or not we agree
with the nethods or notives. Paul wote
to the Philippians: "Some indeed preach
Christ even of envy and strife; and sone
al so of good will; the one preach Chri st
of contention, not sincerely, supposing
to add affliction to ny bonds; but the
ot her of |ove, knowing that | am set for
t he defense of the gospel. Wat then?
Not wi t hst andi ng, every way, whether in
pretense, or in truth, Christ is
preached; and | therein do rejoice, yea,
and will rejoice" (Philippians 1:15-18).

The fact that we thus recogni ze al
true believers as nenbers of the body



does NOT nean that we will adopt their
policies or practices. W are
responsi ble to obey the Wrd of God as
He has revealed it to us. W can |ove
peopl e wi thout |oving the systemin

whi ch they are found and w t hout
becoming a part of it. As far as our
own pat hway is concerned, we nust be
unconprom si ngly obedient to the Bible.
As far as other believers are concerned,
we should be patient and tol erant.

CHRI ST, THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

A third inmportant truth for which
we nust stand is that Christ is the Head
of the Church (Ephesians 5:23;

Col ossians 1:18). This nmeans that we
must | ook to HHmfor direction and
gui dance in the affairs of the I oca
assenbl y.

W all realize that the truth of
Christ's headship is deni ed when a pope,
for instance, clains to be head of the
church on earth. But we nust guard
agai nst the nore subtle error of
t hi nking that any of us has any right to
manage the affairs of the assenmbly. It
is so easy to give lip service to the
Headshi p of Christ, and yet to maneuver,
| obby and connive in a carnal way in
order to get one's own way. Instead of
waiting upon Hmin fasting and prayer,
we apply successful business nethods and
the wisdomof this world. Al thisis a
practical denial of the Headship of
Christ. |If Christ is Head, then
everyt hing nmust be done under H s
gui dance and control

THE PRI ESTHOOD OF ALL BELI EVERS

Then there is a fourth truth -- the
truth that all true believers are
priests. In 1 Peter 2:5-9, we learn

that we are holy priests and royal
priests.

As holy priests we offer up
spiritual sacrifices to God by Jesus
Christ (v.5). These sacrifices include:

the sacrifice of our bodies (Romans

12:1-2).

the sacrifice of our praise

(Hebrews 13:15).

the sacrifice of our possessions



(Hebrews 13:16).

As royal priests we show forth the
excel l encies of H mWo has called us
out of darkness into H s nmarvel ous |ight
(1_Peter 2:9). This neans that every
believer is expected to witness for
Christ, both by life and by the spoken
wor d.

As holy priests we go into the
sanctuary to worship. As royal priests
we go out into the world to testify.

The idea that worship and service
are the functions of a special group
known as priests or clergynen is foreign
to the New Testanent. All believers are
priests and should be free to exercise
their priestly functions.

NO ONE- MAN M NI STRY

There are sone | ocal churches that
repudi ate the clerical system refusing
to have what mght be called a one-nman
mnistry. And yet if you were to ask
many of the Christians in those churches
for a scriptural defense of their
position, they would be hard put to give
an answer. Wy is it wong to have a
one-man mnistry in the |ocal assenbly?

The first reason is because it is
not found in the New Testanment. The
assenblies in apostolic times consisted
of saints, bishops and deacons
(Philippians 1:1). The bi shops, or
el ders, are always spoken of in the
plural. Not one elder over a church
but several elders in each church.

Bi bl e historians agree that the clerica
system arose in the second century; it
was not found in the churches of the New
Test anment .

Secondly, the clerical system
general ly ignores the purpose for which
the gifts of evangelist, pastor and
teacher were given to the church. The
function of these gifts is to build up
the saints for the work of the mnistry,
for the edifying of the body of Chri st
(Ephesians 4:12). |In other words,
Christian service is not the function of
any one class but the responsibility of
all believers. It is only as each one



fulfills his function that the body will
devel op and mature. The function of the
gifts listed in Ephesians 4:11 is to
build up the saints to the point where
they are mature, functioning nmenbers of
t he body. Thus, these particular gifts
are tenporary aids, not pernmanent
fixtures.

VWhen one man i s responsible for al
t he teaching and preaching in a | oca
church, there is always the danger that
people will gather to him not to the

Lord. If a man is especially gifted,
people are drawn to his preaching. They
attend because he is there. [If he

| eaves for any reason, then they are apt
to follow him or if this is not
possi bl e, they often drift el sewhere,

| ooki ng for another gifted man

Christ should be the gathering
Center of Hs people (Matthew 18:20). W
shoul d be drawn by H's presence, not by
a man. Wen believers see this and act
upon it, the local assenbly need not be
shaken by the departure of any man. An
assenbly where Christians gather to
Christ has strength, stability and
solidarity.

And, of course, there are potenti al
dangers when all or nost of the teaching
in a local church is done by one man
Peopl e tend to accept his word as
authoritative. |If they are not studying
the Scriptures for thenselves, they are
not in a good position to discern error

In addition, no one man is able to
provide the diversity of mnistry that
is possible when the Holy Spirit has
liberty to speak through several nen.
We nust be concerned not only with
mnistry that is doctrinally accurate,
but also with mnistry that provides a
bal anced diet for the people of Cod.
The scriptural injunction is, "Let the
prophets speak two or three and let the
ot hers judge" (1_Corinthians 14:29).

A one-man mnistry too often
stifles the devel opnent of gifts in a
local church. There is not the sane
opportunity for others to participate.
Some mnisters insist on confining nost
of the work to thensel ves; they resent



anyone else's intruding into their
office. But even where this is not the
case -- even where nministers would |ike
to see others participating -- the very
nature of the clerical system

di scourages the so-called | ayman from
devel opi ng his God-given gifts.

VWhen one man is salaried by the
| ocal congregation as preacher, there is
often a subtle tenptation to water down
the message. It should not be so, but
the fact is that by controlling a
mnister's salary, the congregation
often cuts itself off fromreceiving the
full counsel of Cod.

Now we recogni ze that there are
many great nmen of God in the clerical
system who preach the gospel faithfully,
teach the Wrd, and seek to shepherd the
sheep of Christ. And God is using them

W al so recogni ze that there are
many "one-man mnisters” who do not have
the clerical spirit. They have a
sincere desire to help the saints in
every possible way, to | ead by exanple,
and not to lord it over God' s heritage.

And we also realize that it is
possi bl e for soneone who is not a
clergyman to have the clerical spirit.
In 3_John 9-11, for exanple, we read of
Di ot rephes who acted as a tyrant in a
| ocal assenbly.

But the fact remains that the
clerical systemis basically wong and
unscriptural. The world will never be
evangel i zed in the way that God
i ntended, and the church will never be
built up according to the divine plan as
I ong as the distinction between clergy
and laity is maintained.

THE PRESI DENCY OF THE HOLY SPIRI T

Anot her vital truth which each
| ocal assenbly is obligated to maintain
and practice is the presidency of the
Holy Spirit (John 14:16,26). This nmeans
that the Holy Spirit is the
Representative of Christ in the church
on earth. He is the One Wio should be
allowed to lead the people of God in
prayer, praise and worship. He should



have liberty to speak through servants
of Hi s own choosing according to the
spiritual needs of God's people.

In 1 Corinthians 14: 26, we have a
picture of a neeting of the early church
in which there was this freedom of the
Spirit. "Howis it then, brethren? \Wen
ye cone together, every one of you hath
a psalm hath a doctrine, hath a tongue,
hath a revel ation, hath an
interpretation. Let all things be done
unto edifying."

VWhen the Spirit is thus free to
| ead, there will be spontaneity in
teachi ng, preachi ng, worship and
i ntercession.

Most of us realize that the
mnistry of the Holy Spirit has been
greatly quenched by the introduction of
ritual and liturgy. The use of printed
prayers, of stereotyped nmessages for
certain days of the "church cal endar,"
of a prescribed order of service that
must be foll owed w thout deviation --
these things fetter the Holy Spirit in
the nmeetings of the | ocal church

But we nust guard agai nst nore
subtl e ways of quenching Hm For
i nstance, we nust guard agai nst man- nade
rules in our worship neetings. In sone
pl aces, there is an unwitten | aw that
there nust be no mnistry before the
breaking of bread. O that the neeting
must not go beyond a certain tine. O
that in worshiping we nust not dwell on
our own sins or unworthiness. O that
we nust sit or stand when praying or
singing. Al such rules quench the
spirit of spontaneous worship and | ead
to formalism

W often nake a man an of fender for
a word. Perhaps a young believer wll
express thanks to God for dying for him
Must he be rebuked for this? W al
know that CGod, the Father did not die.
And doubt| ess the young believer knows
it too. But in the self-consciousness
of taking part publicly, he is apt to
express hinmself poorly. Should he be
made ashanmed of his first, faltering act
of public worship? 1Is it not better to
hear his sincere though faulty adoration



than not to hear it at all?

Ceneral |y speaki ng we believe that
the Holy Spirit will guide the worship
of His people along a certain thene.

But suppose a brother gives out a hym
that seens to be quite unrelated to this
theme. Must he be enbarrassed for this?
Is it not better to sing the hym and
pray that as he matures sufficiently to
di scern the theme in the neeting, he
will do so without |osing any of his
warnth and affection for the Lord?

VWi ch reminds us of a certain
preacher who was asked, "What woul d you
do if some brother gave out a hym that
was obviously not in the Spirit?" He
replied, "I'd sing it inthe Spirit."

As we seek to give the Holy Spirit
H s proper place in the assenbly, let us
beware of rules that quench H m and that
kill spontaneity and unaffected worship.

EACH ASSEMBLY
| NDEPENDENTLY RESPONSI BLE TO CHRI ST

There is another principle in the
Wrd of God that should guide us in
connection with the assenbly, nanely
t hat each assenbly is independent and
responsible only to Christ. There is no
such thing in the New Testanent as a
denom nation, a federation of churches,
or acircle of fellowship. There is no
headquarters on earth, exercising
authority of any kind over |oca
assenbl i es.

The headquarters of the church is
where the Head is -- in heaven.

Every |l ocal church should carefully
avoid anything that mght lead to
centralized control on earth.

This centralization is the evil
t hat has hastened the spread of
noderni sm The |iberals have seized
control of the denom nati onal
headquarters and of the seninaries.
They knew that if they could control the
headquarters, then eventually they could
control all the churches.



The formation of a central group
often comes from governnent pressure or
froma desire to obtain certain benefits
fromthe government. But then
centralization nmakes it easy for
totalitarian governnents to suppress the
church. If they capture a few
denom nati onal | eaders, they can control
the activities of the entire
denom nati on.

God's will is that each assenbly
shoul d be an i ndependent unit,
responsible directly to the Lord Jesus.
Thi s hinders the spread of error, and
enabl es the church to go underground
nore easily in times of persecution

THE ROLE OF THE G FTS I N THE CHURCH

W& have al ready touched briefly on
the role of gifts in the Church
Actual ly every believer has sone gift,
some special function in the body of
Christ. In addition there are the
speci al service gifts of evangelist,
pastor and teacher (Ephesians 4:11).
The latter gifts were given to help al
the saints find their gift and to
exercise it. They were given to build
up the saints for the work of the
mnistry, and thus for the building up
of the body of Christ. Fromthis it is
clear that:

The work of the mnistry is not for
a special class of Christians but for
all the people of Cod.

The work of the special gifts of
Ephesians 4 is to build up Christians to
t he point where they can carry on by
t hensel ves, then to nove on. In other
words, the saints should not becone
perpetual | y dependent on such gifts. On
the contrary, these gifts should work
t hensel ves out of a job in the shortest
possi ble time, then nove on to new areas
of opportunity. Just as parents begin
right away to teach children to take
care of thensel ves, so should these
gifts teach the babes in Christ.

Now this rai ses a question: "How
| ong should such a gift remain in a
| ocal assenbly?" There is only one
possi bl e answer to the question -- as



long as it takes to mature the saints to
serve. Paul only stayed in Thessal onica
"for three sabbath days" (Acts 17:2),
yet |left behind an indi genous assenbly
-- self-supporting, self-governing and
sel f-propagating. As far as the record
is concerned, the longest that he stayed
in any one place was the three years
that he spent in Ephesus (Acts 20:31).
It is not exactly a question of how | ong
a man stays in one place, but rather
what his purpose is. Wuat is he trying
to do? Is he trying to equip the saints
to carry on by thensel ves?

In this regard, these gifts nust
guard agai nst the natural tendency to
nestle, to think of thenselves as having
alifetime appointnment in any one pl ace.
(This is as true of foreign m ssionaries
as of workers in the honeland.) They
nmust keep thenselves nobile. And they
nmust al so guard agai nst another subtle
danger, that is the feeling that the
saints couldn't get along w thout them
VWen they are absent, the attendance
drops; this nakes themthink that they
must not |eave. They are afraid that
t he whol e assenbly would go to pieces.

It caters to pride to think that we are
i ndi spensable. And sonetines it wounds
our pride to think that we are no | onger
needed in a particular place. Actually
we should rejoice when that tine
arrives.

VWi | e speaking of gifts, there is
somet hing el se that shoul d be nentioned.
In the New Testanent, these gifts were
charismatic, not professional. By this
we nean that these gifts were nmen who
were sovereignly endowed by the Holy
Spirit without regard to training or
occupation. For instance, the Spirit
woul d reach down and equip a fisherman
to be an evangelist. O He mght take a
shepherd to teach His Word. O He m ght
fit a carpenter to exercise a pastora
m ni stry anong the saints.

There is no suggestion in the New
Testanment that professional training can
make a man a gift to the church. The
i dea that only nen who have had formal
schooling in the Wrd are qualified to
mnister is disgusting. Training can be
hel pful to a believer in getting a grasp



of the Scriptures, but no anount of
training can make a man an evangelist, a
teacher or a pastor. And there is

al ways t he danger of professionalism

If the Scriptures are approached froma
phi | osophi cal basis. then training can
be a very deadeni ng and danger ous t hing.

THE LOCAL CHURCH

VWhen is a local church a true New
Testament Church? Wen nost of the
menbers are true believers? Even if
only a mnority are true believers?
VWherever Christians are gathered in the
Lord's Name? Whiat qualifies a group to
be considered a | ocal assenbly?

Actual ly the New Testanment does not
lay down hard and fast rules as to what
an assenbly is. It does state that
where two or three are gathered in
Christ's Nane, He is in the m dst
(Matthew 18:20). And the Scriptures
assune that those who conpose the
assenbly are Christians, although it is
al so recogni zed that unbelievers are
sonetinmes taken into the nunber unawares
(Acts 20:29-30). Also the New Testanent
seens to assume the presence of elders
and deacons in the normal assenbly
(Philippians 1:1). But beyond that
there is no final way for us to say that
certain Christian groups are New
Testanent churches and that others are
not. W can be grateful that we are not
the judges in these cases.

If a group professes to be a
Christian assenbly, then it should
mani fest the truth of the church
universal. It should be a mniature, a
replica of the body of Christ. It
shoul d present a living portrayal of the
church of the living Cod.

Now t he situation anong | oca
churches in the world today is this:
Sonme | ocal assenblies depict the
uni versal church very badly. Some do it
nore accurately. None does it
perfectly. What you have is a w de
range of churches with all different
degrees of likeness to the universa
church.

Sonme churches obvi ously have no



right to be thought of as Christian
assenblies. | amthinking of those
i beral churches, for instance, that
deny all the fundamental doctrines of
the faith.

But then we have a wide variety of
ot her churches that do acknow edge Jesus
Christ as only Lord and Savior. Sone
are nore evangelical than others. Who
can say where the line is that divides
those that are "New Testanent churches”
fromthose that are not? W have to
| eave themwith the Lord. Cur
responsibility is to build according to
the pattern, that is, to give a true
I i keness of the church in our own | oca
assenbl y.

CONCLUSI ON

To what should we be loyal ? Once
agai n we enphasi ze that we shoul d be
loyal to the Scriptures, not to any
church systemor circle of fell owship.
In a day of drift, we nmust constantly
test everything by the Bible and act
accordi ngly.

And there will be a price to pay.
It costs sonething to foll ow New
Testanment principles. There will be
reproach fromthe world and opposition
fromother Christians. But our
responsibility is clear. W nust obey
God and | eave the consequences with H m

[end of text by WIIiam MacDonal d]

Etext Editor's comrent:

Since | have edited and am
distributing this digital edition of TO
VWHAT SHOULD WE BE LOYAL? by WIIiam
MacDonald on nmy own, 1'll take the
privilege of comenting on it.

| agree whol eheartedly that our
loyalty is to the Scriptures, that our
policy nust be that of testing
everything by the Bible, and as ny
Ref or med teachers kept exhorting, to
"keep on reformng", that is, to exan ne
continuously our beliefs and practices
and keep on studying the Scriptures, to
bring ourselves ever nore closely in



line with God' s Wrd.

| do not insist, as MacDonal d does,
on absol ute independency, and have sone
confort in a translocal voluntary
connectionali smfor purposes of nutua
accountability, translocal projects, and
appeal in the event of disputes. | am
currently a nenber of a congregation
which is affiliated with the Evangelica
Presbyterian Church, and on
"traditional" details of belief or
procedure which | don't _find_in
Scripture, but which I don't object to
strongly, I'mw lling to accomodate
i nstead of fight, because of the benefit
| find in the (generally) supportive
fell owship of (generally) |ike-m nded
bel i evers.

| agree that we are called to be
personal |y responsi bl e believer-
priests, strictly unconpronmsing with
oursel ves, even while we are | oving and
tolerant with our believing brethren

This booklet is worth reading
careful ly, and thinking through, in
spite of the fact that | had sone
di sagreenment with the author. That's why
| went to the effort of rekeying it with
no earthly prom se of reward. | believe
people will be brought closer to Chri st
by readi ng and thinking about this
nessage.

- --Cyde C. Price, Jr.
01- March-1993
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