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THE RECKONI NG THAT COUNTS
by Mles J. Stanford

PREFACE

THE RECKONI NG THAT COUNTS is sent forth in the assurance that
there are many of the Lord' s hungry-hearted ones who are aware of
their need to understand nore fully what the call to "reckon"

i nvol ves, as found in Romans 6:11

We trust the Lord to prepare each m nd and heart that takes
up this brief study. For there nust be Spirit-dependent study and
concentration on the part of the believer if he is to enter into the
spiritual growth that is realized through reckoning. "Wat we |earn
after we "know it all' is what counts!”

"And now, brethren, | comend you to God, and to the Wird of
H s grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an
i nheritance anong all them which are sanctified" (Acts 20:32).

--Mles J. Stanford
Cct ober 1966

Col orado Springs
Col or ado, USA
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{1} Chapter One

PRI NCl PLES OF RECKONI NG

The purpose of THE GREEN LETTERS has been to set forth the
truths of identification, as well as sone of the basic principles by
which God brings us into their reality.

As a sequel to the LETTERS, this study deals with the
essential principles having to do with our RECKONI NG upon the
identification truths. It is an attenpt to answer the question, "HOW
do I reckon?"

In order to facilitate our understanding of the subject, we
will define at the outset the three basic el enents of the reckoning
t hat counts.

PRI NCI PLES

According to Webster, a principle is "the | aw of nature [or
the met hod] by which a thing operates.” The HOW of reckoning is based
on principles. Qur Father works according to His spiritual principles
in order to fulfil H's purpose in our lives. For exanple: He brings
us into the reality of our identification on the basis of THE
PRI NCl PLE OF KNOALEDGE (know the scriptural truths), THE PRI NCI PLE OF
FAI TH (reckon upon the truths known), and THE PRI NClI PLE OF TI ME
(yield to Hs life-time processing for growth in the truths known and
reckoned upon).

{2}
| DENTI FI CATI ON W TH CHRI ST

The truths of identification are those facts in the Wrd
whi ch reveal our identification with Christ in Hs death unto sin,
and our subsequent re-creation in Hs resurrection. As foreknown
bel i evers, our Father judicially placed us in H's Son on the Cross --
so that we died in Hmunto sin, and are now alive in H munto God.

RECKON

The word neans "to regard as being, to count as true." Romans
6:11 calls upon us to count upon the truths of our identification
with Christ: "Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but
alive unto God in Christ Jesus" (ASV). W count upon the truth that
is made known to us; we exercise faith by resting upon the facts.



It may be hel pful to observe that there is a PATTERN
t hr oughout our spiritual devel opnent. Wiether it was realized or not,
we began to "reckon" at the very beginning of our Christian life. As
| ast sinners, we were convicted of our need and shown in the Wrd
that the Savior died on the Cross to redeemus. By Hs grace we
reckoned upon the truth, and received H mas our personal Savior

Wth hearts full of |love and zeal, we becane active for the
Lord as the new life began to energe. All went well for a tine,
possi bly for several years. {3} Then, inperceptibly, a deadly
decl ension set in. W had been so busy enjoying the new experience
and activities that we inadvertently began to negl ect the Source of
all true life and service -- both the witten and the Living Wrd.
The inevitable result was the reassertion of the enslaving influence
of sin, self, law, and the world. Al nost before we realized it, we
wer e defeated, heartsick, and wetched.

Finally, after years of failure in both |life and service, we
were prepared to see sonething of the wonderful truths concerning our
identification with the Lord Jesus Christ in H's death and
resurrection. W saw that He not only freed us fromthe guilt and
penalty of sin, but also fromthe power and dom nati on of THE
PRI NCI PLE OF SIN. Here we see the pattern of the experience of "babes
in Christ": we believed, we struggled, we fail ed.

Now, what of the pattern of our adul thood, when we come to
t he place of reckoning upon the identification truths? Just as in our
counting upon the justification truths for the initial steps of birth
and babyhood, so in our reckoning upon the identification truths for
growm h: we start imrediately to work for the Lord in testifying of
our new experience. W want everyone to know of our new joy and
freedom t hrough reckoning. {4}

Not only do we seek out opportunities to share and teach
these newto-us truths, but, where necessary, we MAKE openi ngs. W\
are surprised to discover that few, if any, fellowbelievers prove to
be receptive. As a matter of fact, many becone antagonistic, and sone
even accuse us of falling into error. There are tinmes when we |inp
hone not quite as sure or enthusiastic about it all as when we
started.

Then too, we begin to get carel ess about our reckoning. W
forget about the liberating truths for |onger and | onger periods of
time. Once again we are relying nore upon our experience than we are
upon our Source (the risen Christ) and the nmeans (reckoning) of
receiving H's abundant life. And what is the sure result of
concentrating upon experience rather than truth? Defeat! Thus the
pattern is conpleted: our failure in the identification realm
parallels our failure in the earlier justification phase.

It is just at this point that many believers begin to waver
in their hope and expectation of freedomfromthe old life and
abundant growth in the new Their confidence in the truths of
identification begins to wane. How many defeated Christians have
exclaimed bitterly, "I TRIED Romans Si x, but reckoning didn't work
for me"! {5}



Most di scouraged ones turn back to the futile struggles of
Romans Seven as a result of this seemng failure. Sone even foll ow
the alluring experience-centered errors of the so-called "holiness”
groups. But whatever it may be, all, all outside the real m of
Spirit-taught and Spirit-mnistered identification truth results in
conmpounded failure and bondage. "Having begun in the Spirit, are ye
now made perfect (mature) in the flesh?" (Gl atians 3:3).

Patterns spring fromprinciples. There is a definite and
essential principle underlying this pattern of seeing the truth,
reckoni ng upon it, experiencing the good of it for a time, and then
-- failure. Therefore, take heart, fellow believer, for our Father is
ever working according to His principles, patterns, and purpose for
us.

VWhen the Holy Spirit brings us to a new and hi gher pl ateau of
truth in the process of our growmh, we see, we reckon upon, we
appropriate that which we understand. But the inportant thing to
renenber is that this is only the begi nning of a new spiritual plane.
At the outset of our reckoning upon the identification truths, all is
exciting and wonderful, and we are given a taste of the reality of
t hat which we are counting upon. However, tasting is not eating. This
initial experience is but a TOKEN {6} of all that lies ahead in the
| ong, slow growi ng process. Qur early enthusiasmnakes it all seem
clear and sinple, but there are infinite depths and heights in every
realmof truth He intends to bring us into, and establish us in. This
will require both time, and eternity.

Hence, the Holy Spirit allows us to fail after our eager
begi nning. He applies THE PRINCI PLE OF NEED i n every phase of our
advance. The calculated failure is used to cause us to nove beyond
the early infant-enthusiasmto the place where we have to dig in and
settle down upon the explicit truth of the Wrd. Before we can grow
in any aspect of truth, we nust be established in the know edge of
it. In every area of our spiritual developnent, it is one thing to
begin on a new plateau, but it is quite another thing "through faith
and patience to inherit the prom ses" (Hebrews 6:12).

Qur immaturity was understandabl e during the "m | k-of-the-
Cospel " stage of our Christian life, but nowit is tine to face up to
adul t hood. W have partaken of the neat of identification. "Strong
nmeat bel ongeth to themthat are of full age, even those who by reason
of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil"
(Hebrews 5:14). In our need and desperation we grasp a truth, but our
initial know edge is insufficient to enable us to persevere init. In
order that the truth may take {7} hold of us and beconme a living
part of our life, the Holy Spirit renoves the token experience from
us -- but the know edge of the truth is retained. By this nmeans we
are to be ESTABLI SHED IN THE TRUTH, that we might "grow in grace, and
in the know edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2_Peter
3:18). The first taste of identification awakens our heart-hunger for
its practical fulfillment. "I follow after, if that | nmay apprehend
that for which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus" (Philippians
3:12).

It will help us to bear in mnd that THE PRI NCl PLE OF TI ME
underlies all of God's dealings with us. Gowth takes tinme! "The God



of all grace, who hath called us unto H's eternal glory by Chri st
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect
(rmature), stablish, strengthen, settle you" (1_Peter 5:10).

(This chapter has al so been rel eased in booklet form)
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{8} CHAPTER TVWO

THREE STEPS I N RECKONI NG

Everything that has to do with our Christian life, including
the | onged-for freedomfromthe power of sin and self, is IN our Lord
Jesus Christ. Through our spiritual birth in Hm we knowHmin Hs
person to be the very SOURCE of our life. "Your life is hid with
Christ in God... Christ, who is our life" (Colossians 3:3,4).

Now, failure in reckoning is certainly not failure of the
truths reckoned upon. Never! Wthout the Scriptures we would have
absol utely nothing. Qur authoritative Bible is the only neans in the
uni verse by which we can ever know anything rightly and personally of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Sad to say, even with the
reveal ed Wrd, there is little enough of this all-inportant spiritua
know edge anongst believers today.

We should rem nd ourselves that the witten Wrd was desi gned
specifically by God to bring us to know the Living Word. Never for a
monent is the witten revelation to be by-passed, or slighted in any
way. We are to study, meditate, and count upon it through the
mnistry of the Spirit of Truth, in order that we may know the Lord
Jesus. He is our all, BY MEANS OF THE WORD. "H s di vi ne power hath
given unto us all things that pertain unto life {9} and godliness,

t hrough the know edge of Hhmthat hath called us to glory and virtue:
whereby are given unto us exceedi ng great and precious promnm ses: THAT
BY THESE ye m ght be partakers of the divine nature.” "By H m al
things consist. And He is the Head of the Body." "For in H m
dwelleth all the ful ness of the Godhead bodily" (2_Peter 1:3,4;

Col ossians 1:17; 2:9).

Surely, it can be affirmed that the witten Truth, authored
and admi ni stered by the Holy Spirit, is the "vehicle" by which the
Fat her and the Son conme to us, and we to them Still, as to reckoning
upon the specific identification truths centered in Romans Six,
nearly all of us STOP at the witten Wrd. It is as though we stand
there, with a deathgrip on a handful of truth, repeating with
conviction: "I believe this is true, and | reckon, reckon, reckon!"

Much of the failure of our reckoning is due to ERRONECUS
EXPECTATI ON. W are not delivered by belief only in the liberation
truths! Certainly we nust believe and appropriate these truths, but

the actual liberation cones as the result of our intimte, persona
fellowship with the Lord Jesus through the Holy Spirit. The
principle, sinply put, is: _liberation is in the Liberator._ {10}

The reckoning that counts is nmade up of three essential
steps. Most believers stop at the first, many stop at the second, but



none can know the true results of reckoning apart fromreliance upon
all three factors. Qur freedom from dom nation by the sinful Adanic
life was conpl eted POSI TI ONALLY t hrough our identification with the
Lord Jesus on Calvary. There we shared His death unto sin, and from
there we entered into Hs life unto God. Fromthis eternal position
in Christ, our EXPERIENTI AL freedom and grow h are carried out as we:
(1) Know, and reckon upon, the identification truths; (2) Abide, and
rest, in our Liberator; (3) Depend upon, and walk in, the Spirit. Not
just the first step, not even the first and second, but all three
conpri se the wal k of reckoning!

(1) KNOW AND RECKON

VWhen we first realize our identification with the Lord Jesus
according to Romans 6:1-10, we begin to count upon these wonderfu
truths as we are enjoined in verse 11. Oten there is a definite
crisisinthe life at this time, as sone emancipation from bondage is
experienced. But it isn't |long before nost "reckoners” go into
spiritual shock; they do not understand that this initial taste of
liberation is but a strengthening vision, a brief tine of know ng
somnet hing of what lies ahead. Qur Lord renoves fluctuating experience
in order that {11} eternal truth, clear and steady, may be our
foundation. W are not to rely upon experiences for growth and
maturity, no matter how wonderful and stinulating they seemto be.

As we learn nore of the truth upon which we are reckoning,
our know edge becomes a set heart-attitude: | have died unto sin; |
amalive in Christ unto God (Romans 6:11). Al though our initial
reckoning may bring blessing, its primary purpose is to foster the
two-fold PROCESS OF GROMH "alway delivered unto DEATH... that the
LI FE ol so of Jesus m ght be nade manifest in our nortal flesh [body]"
(2_Corinthians 4:11).

(2) ABIDE AND REST
Each of us nust becone aware of our union of life in he risen

Lord; we are a branch in he True Vine. It is by nmeans of this
awareness that we learn to abide. W sinply rest where we have been

newly created -- in Christ. "Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no nore can
ye, except ye abide in Me. | amthe Vine, ye are the branches: he

that abideth in Me, and I in him the sane bringeth forth nuch fruit:
for without Me ye can do nothing" (John 15:4,5). Not only is the
witten Word to be counted upon, but the Living Word is to be rested
in. {12}

(3) DEPEND AND WALK

The liberating principle is fully enbraced by including the
final step: wal king in dependence upon the Holy Spirit. Deep within
our spirit He abides forever, and there, through our study, He
teaches us the truth of our position. Then, as we reckon upon the
truth taught, He applies the crucifixion of the Cross to the old man
and mnisters the life of Christ to the new. "Walk in [depend upon]
the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.” "For the
low of the Lpirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made ne free fromthe
| aw of sin and death"” (Galatians 5:16; Ronmans 8:2). CQur reckoning



beconmes effective as we count upon the Wrd, abide in the Lord, and
walk in the Spirit.

Anot her subtle reason that our reckoning flounders in the
m dst of these steps is that our MOTIVES are centered in self. W
know and count upon identification for QUR |liberation; we abide and
rest in Hmfor OUR growth and peace; and we seek to depend upon and
walk in the Spirit for OUR enmpowering and fruitfulness. Is it any
wonder that we have to be child-trained, and led into a
Christ-centered attitude? The Father's purpose in justifying us in
Christ and identifying us with Hmis that we m ght be "conforned to
the image of His Son" -- "that GOD in all things may be glorified
t hrough Jesus Christ" (Romans 8:29; 1 Peter 4:11). [13]

The foll owi ng exanple fromthe experience of Jacob
illustrates God's nmethod of CENTERI NG CUR HEARTS IN H MSELF. In this
i nstance, He acconplished the spiritual by nmeans of the physi cal

The wily, self-centered Jacob had taken the correct steps,
and he was "in the land."” But he still had to be turned from Jacob
to God. He needed to be rendered helpless in hinself, in order to
beconme whol |y dependent upon God. The |ong night of the Father's
dealings ("He touched the hollow of his thigh; and the holl ow of
Jacob's thigh was out of joint") were coupled with Jacob's tursting
and tenacious westlings with God ("I will not |let Thee go, except
Thou bl ess ne"). Through the nerciful chastening of God, Jacob
finally came to see his need. "And He bl essed himthere... and he
hal ted upon his thigh." God bl essed Jacob by crippling himin
hi nsel f, thereby enabling himto linp the remainder of his life in
bl essed dependence upon CGod; he was God-centered. He was brought al
the way from Jacob, the supplanter, to Israel, a prince with God.
"Thy nane shall be called no nore Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince
hast thou power with God and with nmen, and hast prevail ed" (Genesis
32:24-29).

It is through this same PRINCI PLE OF STRENGTH OQUT OF WVEAKNESS
that we are developed in the "not I, but Christ" life. "For M
strength is made perfect in [your] weakness" (2_Corinthians 12:7,9).
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{14} CHAPTER THREE
KNOALEDGE COF RECKONI NG
Know edge of scriptural truth should precede spiritua
growm h. For exanple, in the early chapters of Paul's epistles

doctrinal truth is presented, while the latter chapters deal with the
practical results of the truth set forth. W nust first know what the

triune God has done, before we can count upon Hmto "do." "That the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you
the spirit of wisdomand revelation in the KNONEDGE of Hini; "For

it is God which WORKETH in you both to will and to do of H s good
pl easure" (Ephesians 1:17; Philippians 2:13).

There is a crippling tendency anongst believers today to
deprecat e dead- know edge of the truth, and even doctrine itself.



Enphasis is being put on so-called heart-know edge gai ned by neans of
experience. This, however, is to place condition before position,
which is the opposite of God's scriptural pattern. Truth reckoned
upon fosters the only healthy and abiding spiritual experience. In
order for faith to function, there nust be Spirit-given know edge of
t he Word.

The Spirit of Truth ministers truth to us by neans of our
mnd -- the spiritual mnd that relies upon Hm This head-know edge
gives us the facts {15} upon which we exercise faith, or reckon. In
time, through deeper understanding and a quiet assimlation of the
truth, there is both head-know edge and heart-know edge: we not only
bel i eve, but now we know experientially. Paul had believed on the
Lord Jesus for nany years before he wote, "That | may KNOWHi ni
(Philippians 3:10). Likew se, he urges us to "Meditate upon these
things; give thyself wholly to them that thy profiting nay appear to
all"™ 1 Tinothy 4:15). For, as a man "thinketh within hinself, so is
he" (Proverbs 23:7, ASV).

Sonme people belittle head-know edge because they see many
Christians who seemto know so much Scripture yet whose lives fail to
"adorn the doctrine" (Titus 2:10). Doubtless there is sone
justification for this reaction, but it should be realized that one's
know edge of truth is always in advance of his growh in that truth.
Many believers know truth in which it will take thema lifetinme (and
eternity) to grow.

Further, there are those on every hand who know ABOUT truth,
havi ng grasped and even nmenorized Scripture by neans of the natural
m nd. Such know edge will never becone |iving experience. In the
final analysis, we are not to decide about spiritual matters by
observation of other believers. It is the Holy Spirit who nust teach
us by nmeans of the Word, "conparing spiritual things with spiritual”
(1_Corinthians 2:13). {16}

Paul states that there are some who have "a zeal for God, but
not according to know edge" (Romans 10:2, ASV). ldeally,
head- knowl edge precedes heart-know edge. However, neither one is
preem nent above the other -- both are essential for HEALTHY GROMH
and EFFECTI VE M NI STRY. Heart-knowl edge al one cannot progress beyond
the fluctuating feelings and enoti ons of babyhood. It can exhort,
enotionalize, and share experiences and bl essings, but it cannot |ead
others to establishnment in the truth. In order to share effectively,
we nust be brought to maturity of both head- and heart- know edge.

We are to reckon and stand upon certain truths for our
FOUNDATI ON. Linked with these are other truths upon which we are to
reckon and rest for GROMH

FOUNDATI ON

There can be no growth unto maturity w thout an established
foundati on. By know edge of the Whrd we are anchored and rooted in
the eternal foundation of our Christian life: (1) BORN ANEWI N
CHRI ST: "Born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Woird of God, which [iveth and abideth forever" (1 _Peter 1:23).
(2) ACCEPTED IN CHRI ST (our Father is able to accept us fully in H's



Son): "To the praise of the glory of H s grace, wherein He hath nade
us accepted in the Bel oved" {17} (Ephesians 1:6). (3) ETERNALLY
SECURED IN CHRIST: "Your life is hid with Christ in God" (Col ossians
3:3). (4) PCSITIONED IN CHRI ST: "God... hath quickened [en-1ifed]

us together with Christ... and hath rai sed us up together and nade us
sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" (Ephesians 2:4-6).
It is futile to seek to grow by neans of these truths -- they are

foundational. But it is inperative that we grow UPON this
i nperi shabl e foundati on.

GROWH

Once we receive the head- and heart- know edge by which we
are established upon our foundation in Christ, the question of
growmh in Hmis all but settled. The deeper truth, the spiritua
master-key to all growth and maturity, is the fact that we are not
only founded in Hm but that we are COWLETE IN HM "For in Hm
dwelleth all the ful ness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are conplete
in Hn' (Colossians 2:9,10). As the Holy Spirit gives us the
know edge of our position in Christ, we are prepared to know H m as
our LIFE (Colossians 3:4). In order to reckon hinself "alive unto God
in Christ,” the branch nust know the True Vine as his conplete source
of life. "OO Hmare ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is nmade unto us
wi sdom and righteousness, and sanctification, and redenption”
(1_Corinthians 1:30). To reckon upon the truth is to rest in, and
receive the fruit of, the truth. {18}

Can we now see where the failure began in our Christian wal k?
We had the know edge of the justification truths for our new birth,
and upon this "m |k of the Gospel"” we sought to grow and serve. But
there was defeat, because the foundation truths are for beginning
only. Further know edge was our need, W had sinply GONE BEYOND OUR
TEACHI NG W know the Lord Jesus as our Foundation, but not as our
Life.

The sane problemexists in nmany of our early attenpts to
reckon upon the identification truths. W seek to reckon oursel ves
dead unto sin wi thout being established in the know edge of the
Cross. The failure is further conmpounded by our seeking to reckon
ourselves alive unto God in Christ without first being established in
t he know edge of Hhmas our risen Life. W nust be established in the
know edge of our foundation and source, if we are to becone
establ i shed in our reckoning and grow h.

There are three pillars of know edge having to do with
PCOSI TI ON upon which the Christian life is to be secured and matured.

THE FI RST PI LLAR

The know edge of our birth, acceptance, and security in the
Lord Jesus Christ is the first pillar

THE SECOND PI LLAR
The know edge of His Cross as our Cross is {19} the central pillar

The Cross of Calvary is not only the central fact of the universe, but
also of the Iife of the believer. As we see our identification with



Christ in Hs death unto sin, we know Hs Cross to be our Cross. W
know sel f to have been crucified there; we know ourselves to have
been cut off from Adam and freed fromthe power of sin. Only from
this pillar of know edge can we reckon ourselves dead unto sin in our
dai ly wal k.

THE TH RD PI LLAR

The know edge that we are alive, and conplete, in our risen
Lord places us securely upon the third pillar. Now our reckoning can
be fully established, as we count ourselves to be alive unto God in
Christ. Now H s life can be manifested in us by the growing fruit of
the Spirit. This is the practical fulfillment of the very purpose of
God for us: that we be confornmed to the image of H's Son.

@4
{20} CHAPTER FOUR
SPI RI T- APPLI ED RECKONI NG

"The Conforter, even the Holy Spirit... He shall teach you
all things... He shall glorify Me: for He shall take of Mne, and
shall declare it unto you" (John 14:26; 16:14, ASV)

"THE COVFORTER, EVEN THE HOLY SPIRIT." The Lord Jesus chose
the perfect designation in introducing the Holy Spirit as our
Conforter. Even in our sin, He conforts us. True, He convicts us of
sin -- and Holy Spirit conviction can be intense -- but He does so in
order to point us to the Bl ood which ever cleanses us fromall sin,
and to the Lord Jesus who is the propitiation for our sins, the One
who ever lives to make intercession for us (1_John 1:7; 2:1-2;
Hebrews 7:25). The eneny condems us when we sin, and seeks to crush
us under the weight of guilt. But the Conforter does not condemm; He
convicts in order that we mght confess and be cl eansed from al
unri ght eousness. (1 _John 1:9).

VWhen it cones to reckoning, we need the Holy Spirit as our
Conforter nmore than ever. W are quite surprised when we begin to
realize how nuch suffering is involved in reckoning. W cannot reckon
ourselves "to be dead i ndeed unto sin" wthout experiencing the deep
i nner crucifixion of the Cross {21} as it is applied to the
self-life. The dual truth upon which the Spirit has us reckon is that
whi ch He makes experiential in our lives: (1) W count upon having
died unto sin, and are "alway delivered unto death" as the outworking
of that position of death; (2) we count upon being alive unto God in
Christ, and the Spirit causes "the life also of Jesus to be
mani fested in our nortal flash" (2_Corinthians 4:11).

Al spiritual gromh entails a life-1ong PROCESS. W have an
infinite Lord as our life, to whose i mage we are bei ng conformed by
the Eternal Spirit. Qur dire need causes us to long for and expect
i medi at e emanci pati on and newness of |life as a result of our
reckoning. To a degree, the Spirit conplies with this expectation
during our early encounter with identification. But He nmust bring us
into the process of growth.



Consi der the pattern of the Mount of Transfiguration
experi ence. Although Peter, Janes, and John were given the glorious
privilege of beholding the Lord Jesus transfigured, each one had to
conme down fromthe Mount -- the Lord Jesus and Peter going to
crosses, Janmes to the sword, and John exiled to |onely Patnos. The
same principle applies to us. We are given a glinpse of the glory and
reality of the truth reckoned upon, and then we are taken into God's
processing in order that the truth may be as real INus as it is TO
us. {22}

Through Hi s purposeful dealings with us, our objective
reckoni ng upon the truth becomes subjective experience in our lives.
As we count upon our old man having been crucified at Calvary, and
our having died unto sin on the Cross, we becone progressively
Cross-centered Christians. As we count upon our new life in the Lord
Jesus, we develop into Christ-centered Christians. The path of the
Cross is the path of grow h.

In our failures, we learn nore of what SELF is and thereby
cone to hate the natural, Adamic life. Then it is that we are taught
to glory in the Cross, by which we are freed fromthe old life's
i nfluence, as well as the grip and lure of this WORLD. "God forbid
that | should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whomthe world is crucified unto nme, and I unto the world" (Gal ati ans
6:14). Reckoning is the only nmeans of escaping the entangl enents of
this world. It takes the separation of the Cross, and our abiding in
Chri st.

As the Holy Spirit applies the Cross within, He takes us
through difficulties and chastenings. W nmust face up to the fact
that the Cross has only suffering and death as its purpose. But when
we realize that "alway delivered unto death" neans the daily
crucifixion of self, we begin to glory in the resultant freedom
"Now no chastening [child-training] for the present seeneth to be
joyous, but {23} grevious: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceabl e fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised
t hereby"” (Hebrews 12:11). |If we are going to receive the benefit of
the Cross, we nust go through the suffering of the Cross. That is
where we cone to know and appreciate the Holy Spirit as our
Conforter. He conforts us in the very crucifixion He applies, and we
learn to glory in the Cross that crucifies. The work of the Cross
causes us to "rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the
flesh" (Philippians 3:3).

"HE SHALL TEACH YQU ALL THINGS." It is often the case that
hungry believers, needy as they know t hensel ves to be, are nore eager
for experience than they are for revelation. They want a m ni num of
truth and study, with a maxi mum of results. But the nore
experience-centered they becone, the less truth-established they wll
be. The penalty of this wong enphasis is self-centeredness instead
of Chri st-centeredness.

This sad and selfish condition devel ops when WE endeavor to
handl e and control the truth that we see. But the truth of the Wrd
does not respond to self. "The natural man receiveth not the things
of the Spirit of God... neither can he know them because they are
spiritually discerned" (1_Corinthians 2:14). As we study, we are to



rest inthe Spirit of life in {24} Christ. The Lord Jesus said,
"The Spirit of truth ... will guide you into all truth" (John 16:13).
There are those who even go so far as to attenpt to use the Spirit.
They want Hmto give them "power," and many other self-centered
"experiences" and "blessings." The Holy Spirit does not respond to
such unholy aspirations.

"HE SHALL GLORIFY ME: FOR HE SHALL TAKE OF M NE, AND SHALL
DECLARE I T UNTO YOQU." In all the vital work of the Holy Spirit in
the Body of Christ, His intention and purpose is to glorify the Son
in the individual nenbers. The Lord Jesus prayed to H's Father, "I
pray not for the world, but for them which Thou hast given Me; for
they are Thine. And all Mne are Thine, and Thine are Mne; and | am
glorified in them (John 17:9-10).

How is He glorified in redeened sinners? Qur new birth neans
that each one of us is a new creation in Christ, at which tine the
Conforter enters our spirit to abide forever (John 14:16). Spirit to
spirit joined, we are "partakers of the divine nature.” At birth we
are "babes in Christ,” but as we growin H mwe develop in |ikeness
of life -- thus glorifying the Son. (2 _Peter 1:4; 1 Peter 2:2)

The Holy Spirit receives the life of Christ and brings H m
into our regenerated spirit. In order for that life to devel op
within, He reveals to us the {25} Lord Jesus in the Wrd. Thus,
feeding on Hmin the Scriptures under the illumnation of the Spirit
of Truth, the newlife in Christ grows and is nade nanifest in our
nmortal body. We growin Hmas we allowthe Holy Spirit to show H m
tous. "W all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the same image fromglory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord" (2_Corinthians 3:18).

In the mdst of finding out about ourselves, we are to be
especially aware of what we are in our Lord Jesus. Wile the Spirit
must cause us suffering in the crucifixion of the self-life, He
conforts us in our growh in the newlife. "Take, ny brethren, the
prophets, who have spoken in the nanme of the Lord, for an exanple of
suffering affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them happy
whi ch endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the
end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy"
(James 5:10-11)

As we turn fromthe old man by reckoni ng upon the work of the
Cross, we turn to the new man in Christ by reckoni ng upon the work of
the Spirit. Gradually, as we grow, there are less and | ess "works of
the flesh" evident, and nore and nore of the "fruit of the Spirit"
mani fested in our daily walk (Galatians 5:19, 22). {26}

VWhat confort there is in the faithful work of the Conforter
In the natural realm a wormis changed into a butterfly -- a
different creature, but of the sane order of life. In the spiritua
realm a believer is reborn -- a totally "NEWCREATION in Chri st
Jesus" (2_Corinthians 5:17, margin). Therefore, we "yield oursel ves
unto God, as those that are alive fromthe dead," and in dependence
upon the Conforter we "wal k in NEWNESS of |ife" (Romans 6:13; 6:4).

@5



{27} CHAPTER FI VE
SERVI CE AND RECKONI NG

Most of us have been warned at one tinme or another about "the
barrenness of a busy life." Well-intentioned as the adnonition may
be, busyness does not necessarily produce a barren life. Rather
BARRENNESS OF LI FE PRODUCES BUSYNESS

The majority of active nmenbers in our sound churches today
are primarily doers; their chief concern is to work for the Lord.
But, service being the enphasis of their life, they are for the nost
part notivated by self. W nust all |earn, sooner or later, that the
result of every formof self-effort is nothing but a barren waste, a
spiritual Death Valley. Qur growh is bound to falter and dry up when
service is predominant in the life, especially in the formative
years. Conversely, when GROMH IN CHRI ST is given first place,
service will never suffer. Furthernore, our life-work will be
acconplished in His tine and way -- and that wi thout physical
mental, or spiritual breakdown.

The tragedy of the Church is that the service-centered
believer has little or no concern for spiritual growth, other than
enough devel opnent and training for what he and others consider to be
fruitful service. Naturally altruistic, he is appalled at the thought
of placing growh ahead of outreach. The activist {28} rarely seens
to become aware of the sin of self, of the necessity of the Cross in
his life, or of God' s purpose for himto be confornmed to the i nage of
Chri st.

There are many believers who fool that the chief problemin
or congregations is the exi stence of an overwhel m ng nunber of pew
parasites. But, on the other hand, the vast arny of busy-bee workers
in our mdst constitutes a conparable problem Both doing not hing,
and doi ng over-nuch, are a hindrance to God's purpose. His will for
the Christian is expressed in the word BEING which in turn wll
result in effective DA NG

The reason for this reversal of God's order is plain to see.
The enphasis of the average sound mnistry is on salvation and
service. Get saved, and get busy! This makes the new birth
everything, and service its by-product. Wth this approach, the
i ndi vidual has practically reached his goal at the very outset. He is
saved, and joins the church, then settles down to await his eterna
reward. He attends sporadically, but must constantly be "attended
to.” On the other hand are those who do all the work, consequently
having little time to hunger to "grow in grace and in the know edge
of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2_Peter 3:18). {29}

Qur Father's ULTI MATE PURPCSE in saving us is that we m ght
be conformed to the image of H s Son, not sinply to keep us out of
hell and get us into heaven. W have been born into Christ that He
may be our LIFE, not just our Saviour. "For we know that all things
wor k together for good to themthat |ove God, to themwho are the
called according to H's purpose. For whom He did foreknow, He also
did predestinate to be confornmed to the i mage of H's Son" (Ronans



8: 28-29).

VWen we realize that we have been born into the Lord Jesus so
that His Iife "mght be nade manifest in our nortal flesh," our
heart-hunger is brought into harmony with that of the Spirit for us:
"changed into the sane imge fromglory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord" (2_Corinthians 3:18). "Can two wal k toget her
except they be agreed?" (Anmps 3:3). Qur burden for ourselves and
others will be the sane as the Holy Spirit placed upon Paul's heart:
"My little children, of whom| travail in birth again until Christ be
fornmed in you" (Galatians 4:19). The enphasis of our life will be
growmh in Christ; the result of that growh will be fruitful and
abi ding service for Hs glory.

Most of us place service far ahead of growh in our early
years. It is true that there are "results" of a sort during this
period, but the main I esson we learn in all this eager activity is
how NOT to do {30} things. W are quietly being taught and trained
by the Spirit through failure. After a tine, our soul-w nning becones
nmore difficult; there are not as many "deci sions" as there once were.
Wrse still, nost of these decisions turn out to be just that, and
not hi ng nmore. Qur natural reaction is to place the blane upon those
wi th whom we deal, but the patient Holy Spirit finally enables us to
face up to the fact that WE are the hindrance. W are failures after
all; we cannot serve acceptably.

It is usually this Spirit-planned failure in service by which
we are brought to realize our need for growth and maturity. Then
ari ses the heart-burden to beconme conformed to H s i mage, and have
H mdo Hs work through us. The extended Romans Seven failure in this
realmalso is the Spirit's nmeans of bringing us to the responsibility
of reckoning. Instead of struggle and work, resulting in failure, the
pattern becones reckon and rest, resulting in growth.

Certainly we seek to keep the lost fromgoing to hell, by w nning
themto the Savior. However, our responsibility in service is not to
force decisions, but to allowthe Holy Spirit to beget healthy souls
t hrough the Wrd and the testinony of our lives. W are first to be
W TNESSES, then soul -wi nners. Wen the Lord Jesus is reigning and
mani fest in us, others will hunger for Hm "Sir, we would see {31}
Jesus" (John 12:21). When the Holy Spirit has convicted them of their
need for the Savior, they will freely exercise "repentance toward
God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21). Thus, they
wi Il not be badgered into a decision to get saved before they are
convicted of being lost; neither will they be coming to Hmto get,
but to give. At his conversion, Paul, "trenbling and astoni shed said,
LORD, what wilt Thou have ne to do?" (Acts 9:6).

This pattern of service is outlined in the Word. In Acts
2:32, Peter said, "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are
W TNESSES." The Holy Spirit used witnesses to convict hearts
concerning Christ. "Now when they heard this, they were pricked in
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do?" (vs.37). When hearts were convicted
of sin through the |oving bol dness of believers and the witness of
the Wrd, and they reached out, "THEN Peter said unto them
...Repent..." (vs.38). There was no actual soul -wi nning attenpt until



Peter's witness had effectively prepared hearts, then "the Lord added
to the church daily such as should be saved" (vs.47).

VWhen our wi tnessing and personal work is under the control of
the Holy Spirit, the burden and ai mof our outreach will be not only
that others may be brought to the Lord Jesus, but that they may be
built up in Hm "Rooted and built up in {32} Hm and stablished
inthe faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with
t hanksgi vi ng" (Col ossians 2:7). For one thing, this will elimnate
much of the heartache and devastati on caused by so many falling by
t he waysi de. When we have in mnd the Father's ultimte purpose for
each one, fromthe outset of our witnessing, there will be prayerfu
and careful Spirit-notivated preparation of hearts both BEFORE and
AFTER conver si on.

The Lord Jesus is to be manifested in us for effective
Wi tnessing; He nmust be free to mnister through us for fruitful
soul -wi nni ng. Responsi bl e service can be on no | esser basis. Qhers
have every right to witness sonmething OF H m before decidi ng ABOUT
H m "Thanks be unto God, who always |eadeth us in triunph in Christ,
and naketh mani fest through us the savor of H's know edge in every
pl ace"” (2_Corinthians 2:14, ASV)

@6
{33} CHAPTER SI X
ROVANS S| X RECKONI NG

When we first encounter the identification truths, the nost
serious mstake we can nmake is to try to reckon OQURSELVES to be dead.
Surprising as it may be to some, the Wird does not teach that we are
to reckon thus! Neither does it teach that the world, the flesh, and
the devil are to be reckoned dead.

It is quite common for the awakened believer, one who is
yearning for the liberation of the Cross in his life, to concentrate
upon reckoning hinmself to be dead. He is sincere about fully entering

into the first aspect of identification. Although he is still aware
of the old life within, he feels that if he just reckons upon his
death in Christ intently and consistently he will in time conme to the

pl ace where there is no | onger any response to sin and self.

O hers press this matter a step further, claimng that self
is dead at the very outset of their reckoning it so. In order to
uphol d this claim any subsequent manifestation of sin or self in the
life is to them "just a shadow cast by the eneny”; they do not
consider it to be sin. Also, these uprisings of sin {34} wthin are
considered to be sinply "old habits seeking to reassert thensel ves,"
which they feel will soon be replaced by the devel opnent of new,
ri ghteous habits.

But this desired result cannot follow, as the entire
principle is erroneous. Sad to say, the problemof faulty reckoning
in this instance, due to a wong interpretation, is mainly caused by
an inferior translation in our beloved King Janes Version. In Ronans
6:6 the word "destroyed" is used in reference to "the body of sin"



(the law of sin in our nenbers), thereby causing many to take for
granted that self is dead and gone once they begin to reckon it so.

In the first place, the content of Romans Six has to do with
the tyrannical reign of THE PRINCIPLE OF SIN -- not its synptom
sins. The problem of sins has been dealt with at the source by the
crucifixion of the Cross. The King Janmes Version's use of "destroyed"
in verse 6 is far too strong for that particular Geek word. In the
Geek it has reference to enslaving power, setting forth the fact
that the old man has not been anni hilated, but crucified; its power
has been "annulled,” "put down,"” "nade w thout effect." {35}

This same Greek word (katargethe) is used in Hebrews 2:14,
where at the Cross our Lord is said to have "destroyed" the devil.

Rather, it is there that He broke the eneny's power -- he certainly
was not annihilated! In Romans 3:3 this word is transl ated "nake
w thout effect"; in 3:31, "nmake void"; in 7:2, "loosed"; and in 7:6,

"delivered." Self has been crucified at Calvary in order that it may
be rendered powerless to enslave us; nmade w thout effect so that we
may be delivered fromthe reign and tyranny of the indwelling
principle of sin, that henceforth we should not have to serve sin.

Qur King James Version has a tendency to | ead one astray in
the area of reckoning because of its failure to set forth our death
with Christ in the PAST TENSE. In this Version, the present tense is
used in connection with these truths: concerning self, "our old man
IS crucified with H n'; and concerning the believer, "he that IS dead
is freed fromsin," and "if we BE dead with Christ" (Romans 6: 6-8).

The American Standard Version (1901), which is nore accurate
for study purposes, gives us the contrasting correction. In Romans
6:6, "our old man WAS crucified with Hnf'; verse 7, "he that HATH
DIED is justified [released] from[the tyranny of] {p.36} sin";
and verse 8, "if we DOED with Christ." thus the ASV nmakes it possible
for us to reckon aright. In both versions, Ronmans 6:11 calls us to
reckon oursel ves DEAD unto sin, but ALIVE unto God. The ASV enabl es
us to see and understand that we HAVE DIED unto sin but are now ALl VE
in Christ. W are not dead, but very much ALIVE AS NEW CREATI ONS

The usual m stake made in reckoning is to stop at the wong
poi nt. The purpose of reckoning is that we may abide in Christ, who
is our life. The first half, "dead unto sin," is but the stepping
stone into the Land. If we stop short there, we are stranded in
m dstream True reckoning is to step out firmy, and keep on goi ng.
W have died to the old Adamic source, but have been resurrected and
are now alive in the new Source. DEATH WAS THE MEANS, LIFE IS THE
GOAL.

Al t hough we are not to halt at the first half of our
reckoning, neither are we in any way to regard that step as a
superficial one. There can be no effective reckoning upon or life in
Christ until we are firmy established in the truth of our having
died to the old. The steps to maturity cannot be ski pped over.
Spiritual growh comes by walking in the Spirit, and He establishes
us in each successive realm {37} in preparation for the next. W
cannot rest in our risen Lord until we know that we have been
positionally rel eased from Adam t hrough death. Neither can we rest in



t he PROCESS of being experientially released fromthe dom nation of
the Adamic life until we know and count upon the fact that we are
al ready | oosed positionally.

True reckoning has its ultinmate enphasis on the |ife-side of
the Cross; we count upon our having died unto sin in order to count
upon our being alive unto God. As new creations in Christ, death is
forever past; we were brought out of it in Hmat H s resurrection
As for the old man within, we continually reckon that source to have
been crucified, so that it may be held daily in the place of death.
WE RECKON, THE CROSS CRUCI FI ES.

Look carefully at Colossians 3:3 (KJV): "For ye are dead, and
your life is hid with Christ in God." However, we are not dead, but
alive. Neither is self dead, but judicially crucified. W have
forever passed beyond death. The Anmerican Standard Version brings out
the past tense: "For ye died, and your life is hid with Christ in
God." Al the difference in the world! Once we see that our death
unto sin is in the past tense, conpleted, we are free {38} to count
ourselves ALIVE unto God in Christ Jesus, and to LIVE -- in the
present tense!

THE PRI NCI PLE OF LIFE QUT OF DEATH is pictured both in our
public Baptismand in the Lord' s Supper. Actually, our water baptism
is to be a testinmony of our reckoning. W count ourselves to have
been baptized into (placed in union with) the Lord Jesus by the
Spirit, and therefore we died unto sin with Hm were buried with
H m and arose in H m (Romans 6:3-4). The testinony of this reckoning
is carried out in pictorial formby our being baptized in (placed in)
wat er, which covers us in burial, fromwhich we arise to "walk in
newness of life." W are confessing that we died and were buried, as
far as the old source of life is concerned, and now are risen as new
creations to walk in the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. Wter
baptism therefore, holds less than its full meaning to the believer
until he has apprehended the identification truths.

Water baptismtestifies to our position: we have died to the
old life, and are alive in the new. The Lord' s Supper sets forth our
experience (condition): we are being conforned to His death, in order
that His Iife may be mani fested. W do not LEAVE the influence of the
Cross in order to live, but we {39} continually receive the benefit
of its emancipation for our walk in newness of life. To what are we
testifying in receiving and assim |l ating the broken bread and the
fruit of the vine? "For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cup, ye do shew THE LORD S DEATH till He cone" (1_Corinthians 11:26).

The testi nony of our baptismis a once-for-all picture of our
reckoni ng upon the finished work, and represents our POSITION. The
Lord's Supper is a continuous picture of our being conforned to Hi s
death, and has to do with our CONDI TION. W confess that we are
continually participating in H s death, through reckoning, that H's
resurrection life may be increasingly manifested in our norta
bodi es.

@7
{40} CHAPTER SEVEN



ROVANS SEVEN RECKONI NG

If believers knew nore fully the deliverance of the first
part of Romans Seven, they woul d experience | ess of the defeat of the
latter part! This vitally inportant chapter has to do mainly with THE
PRI NCI PLE OF LAW

POSI TI ONALLY, in Christ, no believer is under |law, "The |aw
was given by Mses, but grace and truth cane by Jesus Christ"; "For
Christ is the end of the |law for righteousness to every one that
bel i eveth" (John 1:17; Romans 10:4). CONDI Tl ONALLY, al nost all
believers are to sonme extent under the principle of law "as a rule of

life." The all-too-general attitude is: | nust [ove the Lord and
others; | must maintain ny testinmony; | nust witness and work for
Hm | nust resist self; | nust stop this sinning. The feeling of
constraint expressed in "I nust" nmakes for Romans Seven defeat.

"The lawis holy... just, and good" (Romans 7:12). The
purpose of God's law, both in command and principle, is to bring to
light and cause us to face up to the fact of our sinful ness,
weakness, and bondage. Its faithful mnistry, negative though it
{41} be, is all-inmportant. Law does not make us sinners; it is holy,
and reveals to us that we are sinful. "By the law is the know edge of
sin” (Rom 3:20).

Anyt hing we seek to do, or keep fromdoing, in our own
strength brings us under |egal bondage. Any prom ses or vows we nake
to the Lord, any code of ethics or rules of conduct that we set up
for ourselves or have placed upon us, are on the basis of |aw and
therefore result in failure and ever-deepeni ng ensl avenent. The
principle of law applies to the self-1ife, and can produce not hi ng
but self-righteousness. Thus, the | aw convicts of our need of life in
Chri st.

The years of struggle and failure we experience are not only
to prepare us for liberation fromthe tyranny of the principle of
sin, but fromthe bondage of the principle of law. W are brought not
only to the rel ease of Romans Six, but to the deliverance of Romans
Seven. W exchange "the law of sin and death"” for "the |law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" (Rom 8:2).

We are given the key to the problemof |aw at the very door
of Romans Seven: "KNOW YE NOT, BRETHREN, ...HOW THAT THE LAW HATH
DOM NI ON OVER A MAN AS LONG AS HE LI VETH?" (Rom 7:1). Exactly! {42}
Al through the years of defeat, we have been slowy | earning that
the harder we tried to live the Christian life the deeper we cane
under the dominion of the law of sin. W tried to "be," we tried to
"do," and there was nothing but failure year in and year out.

"FOR WHEN WVE WERE | N THE FLESH, THE MOTIONS OF SIN, WH CH
WERE BY THE LAW DI D WORK I N OUR MEMBERS TO BRI NG FORTH FRUI T [ wor ks]
unto death" (Rom 7:5)

As long as we depended on our own resources, all we produced
was sin; we hungered for life, and brought forth death. But in the
m dst of our wetched attenpts to be delivered fromthe "body of this
death" (Romans 7:24), our faithful Father was teaching us what we had



to know for our freedomin Christ: self is our greatest eneny, Christ
is our only hope. "For to nme to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21).

Wth Paul, we cane to recognize an internal |aw when we
woul d do good, evil was present with us. That is, we saw another |aw
in our nenbers, warring against the |aw of our mnd, and bringing us
into captivity to the law of sin which is in our nenbers (Romans
7:21,23). Al this has been specifically designed by the Spirit to
bring us finally to {43} the blessed condition of defeat where we
cry fromthe heart, "O wetched man that | am who shall deliver ne
fromthe body of this death?" (Romans 7:24). H's answer to victory is
found only through our realization of defeat: "I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord"! (Romans 7:25).

First, we learn that our having died in Christ on the Cross
gives us the ground for freedomfromthe power of sin. But unless we
| earn the answer to the bondage of the principle of law, we will be
right back in the defeat of Romans Seven, no matter how hard we
reckon. Law reveals sin and produces bondage. The answer to the
principle of sin prepares us for the answer to the principle of |aw.
Reckoning is the key to both, and both have to do with the death of
the Cross and our life in Christ. _"But now we have been di scharged
fromthe aw, having died to that wherein we were held; so that we
serve in newness of the spirit, and not in oldness of the letter"”_
(Rom 7:6, ASV). As Paul tells us in verse 1, as long as we lived
and wal ked in the self-life we were under the principle and dom nion
of | aw.

But thanks be to God, we not only died to the principle of
sinin Christ on the Cross, but there we {44} also died to (out
fromthe dom nion of) the principle of lawm Further, we were not only
thereby freed fromthe "ol dness of the letter,"” but were joined to
H min "newness of spirit." _\Wherefore, by brethren, ye also were
made dead to the |l aw through the body of Christ; that ye should be
joined to Another, even to H mwho was raised fromthe dead, that we
m ght bring forth fruit unto God"_ (Rom 7:4, ASV)

Here again we nust be rem nded that the POAER for deliverance
fromthe | aw does not reside in the fact that we have died unto it,
but in our RELATIONSHIP to the risen Liberator. "Christ the power of
God" (1_Corinthians 1:24). Unless we clearly reckon upon our having
died to the principle of law, we are constantly under the pall of
failing to neet our spiritual obligations. On the other hand, when we
rest in our risen Lord we are nore aware of His sufficiency than we
are of the clains of |aw upon us, and we are able to walk in the
"l'iberty wherewith Christ hath made us free" (Galatians 5:1). "Cone
unto Me, all ye that |abor and are heavy |laden, and | will give you
rest" (Matthew 12:28).

Each of us has "died unto the law' (Galatians 2:19, ASV), we
were "discharged fromthe |law' (Rom 7:6), and we are now "not under
law' (Rom 6:14). {45} W are conpletely out of the real mof the
principle and command of the |law, and are forever on the ground of
grace in our Lord Jesus Christ. "The |law came in besides that the
trespass nmight abound; but where sin abounded, grace did abound nore
exceedingly: that, as sin reigned in death, even so m ght grace reign
t hrough ri ght eousness unto eternal life through Jesus Christ our



Lord" (Rom 5:20-21, ASV).

The Spirit of Truth is not only explicit and thorough in
presenting the truth, but He is al so exact and painstaking in
preparing our hungry hearts for the appropriation of it. Mst of Hs
spiritual work He acconplishes in our lives through natural neans,
such as our careful, dependent study coupled with the vicissitudes of
everyday life. The bondage of the principle of law finally brings us

toits goal -- the death of the Cross. Now we are able to understand
that "I through the law died unto the law, that I mght Iive unto
God. | have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | [self]
that live, but Christ [ny newlife] Iliveth in ne [new creation]:
and the life which I nowlive in the flesh [body] | live in faith,
the faith which is in the Son of God, who | oved ne, and gave Hi nself
up for ne" (Glatians 2:19-20, ASV). {46}

As we reckon upon having died to the principle of Iaw, and
abide in our risen Lord, the Holy Spirit progressively carries out
the will of the Father in our life. H's perfect will becones a
DELI GHT to us, not a DUTY. "For what the |aw could not do, in that
it was weak through the flesh, God, sending H's own Son in the
i keness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemmed sin in the flesh;
that the ordi nance of the law mght be fulfilled in us, who wal k not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit" (Rom 8:3-4, ASV), "not after
the I aw of a carnal commandnent, but after the power of an endl ess
life" (Hebrews 7:16).

"Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage”
(Galatians 5:1); "for the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath nade ne free fromthe law of sin and death” (Rom 8:2). "Reckon
ye al so yourselves to be dead unto sin [and law], but alive unto
God in Christ Jesus" (Rom 6:11, ASV).

@8
{47} CHAPTER El GHT
ROVANS El GHT RECKONI NG

There is a Spirit-fostered hunger and longing in the heart of
every growi ng Christian for THE HEAVEN- ON- EARTH WALK OF ROVANS EI GHT.
The very purpose of reckoning is that we may live in this wonderful
-- and practical -- realmof life in Christ. Al that the Holy Spirit
teaches us in Romans Six, and takes us through in Romans Seven,
conbines to prepare us for the wal k of Romans Eight. This, in turn,
brings us on to the bl essed heights of Ephesians and Col ossi ans.

Through the years, whether we realize it or not, the Holy
Spirit is developing us "fromglory to glory"” (2_Corinthians 3:18)
along Hi s prescribed path. Romans Six is the STEP that deals with the
principle of sin, and is the answer to its power. Romans Seven is the
STRUGGELE (usual ly years in duration) that has to do with the
principle of law, and brings the answer to its bondage. Romans Ei ght
is the WALK based on the principle of life in Christ as mnistered by
the Spirit of Life.



In studying some of the truths of this heart-satisfying
ei ghth chapter of Romans, we nust once {48} nore give speci al
attention to the very first verse. This is another instance where the
Ki ng Janes Version mght |lead us into bondage, unless we study with
care. "There is therefore now no condemation to themwhich are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”
(vs.1). This text is actually stating that there is no condemati on
for us IF we do not walk after the flesh, and IF we wal k after the
Spirit. Thus, our eternal safety woul d depend upon our present walk;
this is law, rather than grace.

We can praise the Lord that the entire New Testanent teaches

differently -- that we escape condemmati on through our eterna
position in Christ, not our present condition in ourselves. Once nore
we apply to the corrected Amrerican Standard Version: _"There is
therefore now no condemation to themthat are in Christ Jesus." W

are free solely because of our redenption and position in Christ,
apart from"conditions." The remai nder of the King Janes Version's
verse (the conditions), belongs in verse 4 of this chapter and has to
do with sonmething el se, as we shall see l|ater

Noti ce how correctly and powerfully the truth is now
reveal ed, as these first two verses fit together {49} without the
erroneous interpolation. "There is therefore now no condemation to
themthat are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus made nme free fromthe |aw of sin and of death" (Rom
8:1-2, ASV).

There is actually a dual application in the truth of Romans
8:1 and 2. Concerning the future, the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ has freed us fromthe eternal condemmation of the law of sin
and death. As to the present, the Holy Spirit ministers the LIFE of
the Lord Jesus within for our daily wal k, progressively freeing us
fromthe power of sin and the deathly influence it spawns. "For if
while we were enemes we were reconciled to God through the death of
H's Son, it is nuch nore (certain), now that we are reconciled, that
we shall be saved (daily delivered fromsin's dom nion) through H s
(resurrection) LIFE' (Rom 5:10, Amp.). W are saved fromthe
condemation of sin because of His reconciliation; we are delivered
fromthe power of sin because of H's LIFE

Especially in our early years as believers, nost of us have
felt that it was our responsibility, with the Lord's help, to live
the Christian life. Qur unqualified failure in attenpting to do so
has been {50} the Holy Spirit's neans of showi ng us that we cannot
"produce,” nor are we neant to. Only the Lord Jesus can live Hs life
t hrough us; and He does this as we reject our own resources, to walk
in reliance upon the Spirit of Life. "That the righteousness of the
law mght be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit" (Rom 8:4). This is the addition we noted in verse 1 of
the King Janes Version. It belongs here as verse 4, not having to do
wi th our redenption or condemation, but with our wal k and grow h.

VWhat it takes years for us to learn thoroughly is that the
Holy Spirit mnisters ALL. By the Spirit we are sealed, we live, we
grow, and we shall be raised (Ephesians 1:13; Romans 8:10;
2 Corinthians 3:8; Rom 8:11). It is especially inportant for us that



He is the SPIRIT OF LIFE. Even though we are alive in Christ Jesus,
we have no power by which to live the newlife; for that, as well as
for everything else, we nust rely upon the Holy Spirit.
(I'ncidentally, He should not be referred to as the "Holy Ghost.")

Too many Christians today are seeking to live for the Lord on
the basis of THE PRINCIPLE OF LOVE. Their thinking is, "He | oved ne
and gave Hnself for nme, therefore the least | can do is | ove H m and
{51} give nyself to Hm" Such a notive is good, high, and
altruistic; but it is neither the best, nor the highest, nor is it
spiritual. Qur love is far too weak and vacillating for such an

undertaking. SELF will see to that! "For to will is present with ne;
but how to performthat which is good I find not... For | delight in
the I aw of God after the inward nman. But | see another law in ny
menbers... bringing ne into captivity to the law of sin" (Rom
7:18, 22, 23).

There is only one true and adequate MOTI VATI NG POAER f or
living the Christian life, and that is the very life of the Lord
Jesus -- mnistered within by the Spirit of Life Hnself. This is not
a notivation of |ove, but the EVPONERMENT OF LIFE. "For to nme to
live is Christ" (Philippians 1:21). It is not, "Only what is done FOR
Christ will last,” but rather, "Only what is done BY Christ wll
ast. "

In Romans 8:6 we mnmust again take a close | ook at our King
James Version: "For to be carnally nminded is death; but to be
spiritually mnded is |ife and peace.” This particular translation
runs counter to the actual teaching of the Wrd. For the believer to
be "carnally m nded" does not bring death, as all believers pass
through a great deal of carnality as part of their growmh. {52} To
be "spiritually m nded" does not bring life, as all believers are
alive in Christ.

Once nore, the American Standard Version states the truth
accurately: "For the mind of the flesh is death; but the mnd of the
Spirit is life and peace" (Romans 8:6). Here, the Wrd is stating
that the make-up, the bent, the life of the flesh, is nothing but
deat h; whereas that of the Spirit is life and peace -- the life of
Christ, and the peace of God. Verse 7 further reveals the nature of
the flesh: "Because the mnd of the flesh is enmty against God; for
it is not subject to the |law of God, neither indeed can it be."

The flesh inits entirety, all of self, is dead set agai nst
God and everything spiritual. "In nmy flesh dwelleth no good thing"
(Rom 7:18). The flesh is at absolute enmty with God, and can
nei ther be reconciled nor redeened. It took the death of the Son and
our newly created life in Hmto bring us to God. Qur old source was
not changed, but crucified; it was exchanged for the new creation in
Christ Jesus. "For they that are in the flesh cannot please God"
(Rom 8:8).

We exchanged the position of death for the position of life.
By means of our identification in {53} the Lord Jesus on the Cross,
we were "cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature" [Adan,
and were "graffed [grafted] contrary to nature into a good olive
tree" [Christ] (Rom 11:24). How glorious to be a newy created



branch grafted into the True Vinel

As the life of the Vine flows by the Spirit of Life, the
fruit of the Spirit is increasingly manifested in the branch: "l ove,
j oy, peace, l|longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, neekness,
t enmper ance: agai nst such there is no law' (Galatians 5:22-23). In the
Vine, we are conplete; in ourselves, we are being "conpl eted" through
the growt h based on reckoning. W are gradually being conformed to
the i mage of our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29).

@9
{54} CHAPTER NI NE
THE SELF- LI FE AND RECKONI NG

In order to be perfectly scriptural, it must be said that the
reckoni ng of Romans 6:11 has not hi ng what soever to do with the
SELF-LIFE. W are certainly not to reckon the old man to have "died
unto sin," any nore than we are to reckon himto be "alive unto God
in Christ."” The reckoning of this key verse applies to the "new
creation in Christ Jesus."

It is as a "new man" in Christ that | amto reckon nyself to
have died unto the principle of sin, and to be alive unto God in
Christ Jesus. Wiile God knew nme as a lost individual in Adam He al so
foreknew ne as a believer in Christ. At Calvary, He not only
identified the Lord Jesus with ny sins by making Hm"to be sin for
us" (2_Corinthians 5:21), but He also identified ne, the sinner, with
the Lord Jesus. As Redeener, He died there in paynent FOR the penalty
of nmy sins; as Life, He died UNTO (out fromthe jurisdiction of) sin.
In ny identification with Hm the death of the Cross separated ne
fromthe power and tyranny of the principle of sin.

As Life, and having fully paid the penalty of our sins, the
Lord Jesus arose fromanong the dead. {55} Being identified with
Christ, |, as an individual cut off fromsinful Adam was created
anew in Hm Romans 6:11 calls upon nme, as a new creation in Christ,
to reckon nyself alive unto God in Hm having died unto sin at
Calvary. By faith in these facts, | amto rest in ny eternal position
-- alive in the risen Lord -- |ooking upon the death of the Cross as
separating ne fromthe influence of sin and self.

I ama new creation in the Last Adam Judicially, the old
things of the first Adam have passed away, both as to their penalty
and their power. "The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second
man is the Lord fromheaven. ...And as we have borne the inmage of the
earthy, we shall also bear the imge of the heavenly" (1_Corinthians
15:47,49). My history in the earthy Adam havi ng been brought to an
end at Calvary, | now count upon ny relationship to the heavenly Adam
to conformne to H s i mage

Qur reckoning has to do with our position in Christ, not our
condition in the body. Although the Adamic life is not the source of
my Christian life, that source is still active in nmy nortal body.
VWhen | fail to reckon upon, and abide in, the Lord {56} Jesus as ny
new life, the old Iife expresses itself by "the works of the flesh"



in my nmenbers. Paul's alternative to this is, "Neither present your
menbers unto sin as instrunents of unrighteousness; but present
yoursel ves unto God, AS ALIVE FROM THE DEAD, and your nenbers as

i nstruments of righteousness unto God" (Rom 6:13, ASV). \Wen we
yield to sin and the old life, the result is unrighteousness; when we

yield our "alive-fromthe-dead" life unto God, there is

ri ght eousness. "I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
Cod, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice... unto God"
(Rom 12:1).

"But thanks be to God, that, whereas ye were servants of sin,
ye becane obedient fromthe heart to that form of teaching
[identification] whereunto ye were delivered; and being nade free
from [the tyranny of] sin, ye becane servants of righteousness..
But now being nmade free from [the power of] sin and becone servants
to God, ye have your fruit J[of the Spirit] wunto sanctification”
(Rom 6:17,18,22, ASV). In reckoning, we are thereby vyielding
ourselves to our risen Lord, and the fruit of Hs life is nanifested
inus by growh in Hs inmge. Wen we fail to count upon His life,
the old Adam c {57} source exercises its sinful influence and power
t hr oughout our being, making us carnal, self-centered believers.

Romans 6:6 (ASV) affirms that the Adam c source of life
within was crucified on the Cross: "Knowi ng this, that our old man
was crucified with Hm" W may have tried for years in our Romans
Seven struggles to overcone and crucify self, but there was only
m serable failure. Now we finally stop struggling, and begin to
trust. We reckon upon what was done with that source on Cal vary,
thereby enabling the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus to
free us fromthe | aw of sin and death.

VWhen we have sinned, or are about to be overcone by the old
man, it is TOO LATE then to reckon. No, our reckoning concerning self
is to beconme our HEART-ATTI TUDE. W know that the old source was
crucified at the Cross, and we continually count on that fact -- it
is to be the set of our mind. W begin the day in that attitude of
heart; we do not wait until a need arises. In this way, the influence
of the Cross is nore consistently applied to self, and our resultant
emanci pati on becones progressively confirned. {58}

"Christ suffered in the flesh -- for us, was crucified for
our sin. Therefore armyourselves with the sanme purpose (to suffer
rather than to sin), for he whose nortal nature has suffered (in
Christ's Person and been crucified) has done with sin -- has obtai ned
a ceasing from (the dom nation of) sin. So that he can no | onger
spend the rest of his natural life living by (his) human appetites
and desires, but (he lives) for what God wills" (1 _Peter 4:1-2,

Amp.). In reckoning, our attitude becones one of a firm stand
agai nst self, cost what it may. THE PRICE OF BIRTH I S H S DEATH FOR
US; THE PRICE OF GROMH | S OUR DEATH WTH HI'M

It is difficult for us to realize and acquiesce to the fact
that SUFFERING is one of the main factors in our spiritual growmh. In
the first place, we are in union of life with a suffering Savior
whose earthly mnistry was expressed in sacrifice for others.
Secondly, there is the suffering we go through when we fail to abide
in Hm but walk in the flesh -- the suffering of sin and its



i nevitabl e consequences. Thirdly, there is the suffering that results
from our day-by-day emanci pation fromthe influence of the self-life
by means of crucifixion. {59}

Qur HATRED OF SELF is actually devel oped and strengt hened
during our mserable years of slavery to it. W never realize the
necessity and val ue of Romans Seven failure while we are in its
throes. It is normal and healthy to begin the Christian life
victoriously, but in those infant days we know little or nothing
about self, and little enough of the Lord Jesus. To rectify this
deficiency, the Holy Spirit reveals the carnality of self in order
that we may ultimately grow into the maturity of Christ.

It is through this practical revelation of the sinful ness of
self that we gain the know edge of the holiness of Christ, and our
need for counting upon Hmas our life. Until we thoroughly hate and
distrust self, we are not fully able to love and trust the Lord
Jesus. Conversely, the nore we growto love Hm the nore clearly do
we see self for what it is. Al through our earthly life, the Holy
Spirit will be allowing us to get into situations where we wil |
di scover ever deeper manifestations of the old source. For this
reason He devel ops within us the proper "mnd" -- the mnd to SUFFER
in the flesh, rather than YIELD to the flesh.

This is the heart-attitude we, as believers, need today. Many
of us willingly reckon upon the crucifixion {60} of the old man
only to draw back fromthe Cross when we feel the bite of the nails.
It takes a real HATRED of the old life, coupled with a deep HUNGER
for the news, to be able to glory in the Cross that crucifies.

But when we stand firmin the Lord Jesus, arned with a mnd
to suffer rather than sin, then it is that we are yielded and willing
to be "alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life al so
of Jesus m ght be made manifest in our nortal flesh"” (2_Corinthians
4:11). W realize that the practical crucifixion of the Cross is
freeing us fromthe life that both God and we hate, and all that
matters is that the life of the Lord Jesus may be seen in and through
us. "So then death worketh in us, but life in you" (2_Corinthians
4:12). "\Werefore let themthat suffer according to the will of Cod
commit the keeping of their souls to Hmin well doing, as unto a
faithful Creator"” (1 _Peter 4:19).
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{61} CHAPTER TEN
RECKONI NG | N GALATI ANS 2: 20

Nowher e does the believer go farther astray than by RECKONI NG
SELF DEAD! For, if the old man died at the Cross, it would nean that
he was anni hilated. To reckon self to be dead results in the error of
eradi cation. But every honest Christian knows only too well that the
self-life is very much alive within. To err here is to cut the
life-line to healthy spiritual devel oprent.

On the other hand, we are to view the old man as havi ng been
CRUCI FIED: nailed to the Cross, helpless, but not SLAIN (See Chapter



Six.) "Qur old man was crucified with Hm that the body of sin [the
aw of sin in our nenbers] mght be 'katargethe'"” (Romans 6:6). This
G eek word carries these neanings: "held inoperative,”" "annulled,"
"made without effect,” "power broken," "put down."

As we reckon upon that crucifixion, the Holy Spirit applies
the effect of the Cross to self, holding it inoperative and thereby
freeing us fromits power. Qur failure to reckon will release the old
man fromthe Cross to resune his sinful reign in our nmenbers. There
could not be this resunption if self were dead. {62}

Gal atians 2: 20 (ASV) very clearly delineates the two sources

of life involved in our reckoning: "I have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer | that live, but Christ liveth in me: and
that life which | nowlive in the flesh | live in faith, the faith

which is in the Son of God, who | oved ne, and gave Hi nself up for
me." How inportant it is diligently to "study... rightly dividing
the Word of truth" (2_Tinothy 2:15). Unless THE PRI NCl PLE OF
DISTINCTIONS is faithfully adhered to, our reckoning will be invalid
and conme to nought.

"l HAVE BEEN CRUCI FIED WTH CHRI ST." The identity of this
"I" is clearly disclosed in Romans 6:6: "Qur old man was crucified
with Hm" CQur sinful, Adamic source of life was crucified in Chri st
on Calvary. In our daily walk this self-life is not slain, but
crucified -- held in the place of death, rendered i noperative by the
work of the Cross.

"AND IT IS NOLONGER I THAT LIVE." "I" as the old creation
my history in Adam ended at the Cross. For ne as a new creation in
Christ, the death of the Cross constitutes full separation fromthe

reign of the old life. {63}
"BUT CHRIST LIVETHIN ME." This refers to "me" as newy

created in the risen Lord. "I amthe Vine, ye are the branches: he

that abideth in Me, and I in him.." (John 15:5). \Wen our Father

identified each of us with the Lord Jesus on the Cross, all the life
that cane fromthe fallen Adam source was crucified; we, as

i ndi vidual s, were taken down into H's death and rose again as new
creations in Christ. "For if we have becone united with Hmin the

| i keness of His death, we shall be also in the |ikeness of H's
resurrection” (Rom 6:5, ASV).

Think for a monent of 2_Corinthians 5:17: "If any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature [creation]: old things are passed away;
behol d, all things are becone new." This speaks of our POSITIQON, not
our CONDI TION. Qur condition will develop fromthis conpl eted
position by neans of our reckoning faith. \Wien we arose fromthe dead
in Christ, we were created anew, cut off fromthe old source of life
by the Cross and joined to the new Source in the "power of an endl ess
life." "dAd things are passed away": the old man is passed away, as
far as the new life is concerned -- separated by the death of
Calvary. "All things are beconme new': everything is new in Christ,
for we are a conpletely {64} newcreation. It is not that the old
life is changed, but crucified, and exchanged for the new life.

"AND THAT LIFE WHICH | NOWLIVE IN THE FLESH [BODY] | LIVE IN



FAITH." This is the newly created "I" as a born again believer in
Christ risen; and I now live by faith. "THE FAITH WVHICH IS IN THE SON

OF &OD." | count upon H m not upon self. "WHO LOVED ME AND GAVE
H MSELF UP FOR ME." The Lord Jesus did not love the old man; He took
himto the Cross! | amalso to hate ny (old) life, and count it a

crucified thing held in the place of death by the Holy Spirit. The
Lord Jesus |l oves the new "ne," the branch in the True Vine.

The subject of our reckoning may be further clarified by
separating THE THREE PARTS OF THE ONE HEART- ATTI TUDE:

(1) Identified with Christ, "we have becone united with H m
in the Likeness of H s death"” (Romans 6:5, ASV). W were spiritually
baptized into His death by virtue of being identified with Hm "Know
ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into H s death?" (Rom#6:3). This has reference to the true
baptismof the Spirit. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into
one body" (1_Corinthians 12:13). Water {65} baptismby imersion is
a pictorial testinony of this finished work. Knowi ng ourselves to
have been identified with Christ, we are able to reckon ourselves to
have di ed unto sin.

(2) Reckoning that we died at the Cross in Christ is not
reckoni ng oursel ves to be dead now. W passed THROUGH death, and are
forever alive as new creations in Hm God "hath qui ckened [en-lifed,
re-created] us together, with Christ... and hath rai sed us up
toget her, and nade us sit together in heavenly places in Christ
Jesus" (Ephesians 2:5,6). Being brought out of death in His
resurrection gives us ground upon which to reckon ourselves alive
unto God in Christ.

(3) As for the Adamic "law of sin which is in ny nenbers,” we
reckon upon the fact that it has been crucified (not "destroyed"),
its power over us as now creations "broken," and "rendered void." As
we reckon upon this truth, the Holy Spirit applies the crucifixion of
the Cross to self, and we are progressively freed fromits influence
whi | e wal ki ng i n dependence upon the Spirit. If we becone careless,
or choose to walk in the flesh and draw fromthe resources of self,
the old man is at once free to bring forth "the works of the flesh”
in our nenbers. {66} But as we increase in know edge of the
finished work, and allow the Cross to separate us in experience from
the Adam c source while the Spirit develops the new life wthin us,
we grow in the "not |, but Christ" walk.

There is further Iight on THE PRI NCI PLE OF DI STI NCTIONS i n
Romans 7:19 and 20. Here, the mighty Paul is learning that in his own
strength he is powerl ess against the indwelling | aw of sin. "For the
good that | would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I
do. Now if | do that | would not, it is no nore | that do it, but sin
that dwelleth in ne." Note the distinction between the two sources
within -- sins flowing fromthe old source, not the new. He also
di scovers that even as a new creation in Christ, he cannot by his own
endeavors overcone i ndwel ling sin.

The fallen Adamlife within, the very enbodi ment of the
principle of sin, can do nothing but sin. "For | know that in ne
(that is, in ny flesh) dwelleth no good thing" (Rom7:18). The Last



Adam the very life of Christ within, cannot sin, and is manifested
as "the fruit of the Spirit." "Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin... and he cannot sin, because he is born of God" (1_John
3:9). As {67} we reckon upon the crucifixion of the FI RST ADAM
source, the flow of indwelling sin is progressively cut off by the
daily work of the Cross. And while we reckon upon our new life in the
LAST ADAM the flow of H's endless life is increasingly deepened by
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

The source of our Christian life is distinctly revealed in
Romans 8:9: "But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ [the Holy Spirit], he is none of Hs." God sees us
as "NOT IN THE FLESH, BUT IN THE SPIRIT." W are to reckon |ikew se.
As individuals identified with the Lord Jesus, we wore cut off from
fallen Adamin H's death, and created anewin Hmin H's
resurrection. The source of our newlife is the Last Adam who
indwells us by the Holy Spirit. This is the PRINCI PLE OF THE TWD
ADAMS ( SOURCES)

Al t hough as believers we are "not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit," the self-life will flow (and grow) as long as we fail to
reckon upon the work of the Cross, and to abide in Christ.
Contrariw se, as we wal k in dependence upon the Spirit, He will cause
the indwelling life of the Lord Jesus to flow through us as "rivers
of living water." {68}

There is the allegory of the sea captain who, in md-ocean
is charged with a capital offense, put in chains, and repl aced by
another. As the ship sails on, the chained one seeks to assert his
old authority over the crew. Some of them m ght be foolish enough to
respond, but there is no need to for he has been judicially deposed.
It is nowsinply a matter of owning the new captain, and refusing the
threats and orders of the condemmed one. The death sentence is not
yet carried out beyond his being held in the place of death, his
power broken, but he will be executed when the ship reaches port. In
the nmeanti nme, he causes a lot of trouble.

Is this not a picture of the Adam c source, held in the place
of death, replaced by the new Source at the hel mof our ship? Qur
attitude toward the old man is to be this: "I reckon upon the
cruci fixion of the Cross as your undoing, and therefore refuse your
reign over me. | count the Lord Jesus Christ as the Captain of ny
life." When we reach the heavenly port, the conflict will be over; in
the nmeantine, we rest in Hm

(This chapter has al so been rel eased in booklet form)
@zl
{69} CHAPTER ELEVEN
RECKONI NG | N PHI LI PPl ANS 3: 10
The often quoted but sel dom understood Philippians 3:10

i nvol ves reckoning. It sets forth first the Christian's GOAL, then
t he nmeans and process by which that goal is reached: "That | nmay know



H m and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of H's
sufferings, being made conformable unto H's death.”

"THAT | MAY KNOWH M " The one reason for our existence as
believers is to cone to know the Lord Jesus Christ; and it is through
this know edge that we know our heavenly Father. Let it be repeated,
and may it be heeded: "This is life eternal, that they may KNOW Thee
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent" (John
17:3). This is to be personal, oneness-of-nature know edge, not j ust
know edge ABOUT Hm Entering into this wonderful fellowship of union
with Hmis going to require the best of our attention here, and all
of it in eternity.

The key to knowi ng the Lord Jesus here and now is the Wrd of
God. W can | earn about H mthrough our general study of the
Scriptures, {70} but we can only get to know H m personal |y by
FEEDI NG upon Hmtherein. In our devotions, we should concentrate on
the Living Wird as revealed in the witten Wrd. In this quiet
fell owship, we study Hmin Scripture in dependence upon the Spirit
of Truth. We get to know Hmas we neditate upon Hmin the Wrd,
both as He was on earth and as He is in glory -- observing H s
character (attitudes, actions and reactions), listening to H m speak,
speaking to Hm responding to Hm loving and trusting Hm

VWile we feed upon Christ as the Bread of Life, and abide in
H mas the True Vine, the faithful Holy Spirit is form ng H m deep
within the springs of our life, within our very spirit where He
abi des. Gazing upon the Lord Jesus in the authoritative Wrd keeps us
under the transform ng influence of THE PRI NCl PLE OF ASSI M LATI ON:
"We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image fromglory to glory, even as by
the Spirit of the Lord" (2_Corinthians 3:18).

"THE POAER OF HI'S RESURRECTION." We first know this mghty
power of Hi s resurrection and ascensi on when we see our scriptural
POSITION in {71} our risen Lord. The foundation of all resurrection
life is death. "For if we have been planted together in the |ikeness
of H's death, we shall be also in the |ikeness of H's resurrection”
(Rom 6:5). "But God, who is rich in mercy, for H s great |ove
wherewith He | oved us... hath quickened us together with Christ...
and hath raised us up together" (Ephesians 2:4-6). W are new
creations in Christ Jesus by the power of H's resurrection.

Qur reckoning is to be based upon our POSITION. W count
ourselves alive unto God in Christ. Through our faith in this fact,
the Holy Spirit makes this truth real in our COND TION, our grow h.
W abide in H mabove, and He manifests Hinself in us below In
reckoning, we are yielding; our faith rests upon the fact that Cod
has rai sed us together with the Lord Jesus, and this enables us to
yield ourselves unto God "AS THOSE THAT ARE ALl VE FROM THE DEAD'
(Rom 6: 13) .

Certainly, we cannot yield ourselves to God when we do not
know that we are FREE to do so. W are hopelessly taken up with the
struggle for freedom unless we are aware that we have been cut off
fromthe slavery of sin and self through our having died on the
Cross. Until we know that {72} we are alive fromthe dead, we



cannot yield to Hmas such. W do not yield in order to becone free,
but BECAUSE we are free in the risen Lord. Having died unto the old,
we are alive and free in the new Count it so.

Finally, we shall know the power of Hi's resurrection when our
physi cal bodi es are changed, at the Lord' s return. "If the Spirit of
H mthat raised up Jesus fromhe dead dwell in you, He that raised up
Christ fromthe dead shall al so quicken your nortal bodies by H's
Spirit that dwelleth in you" (Rom 8:11). "For our citizenship is in
heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who
shal | fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be
conformed to the body of His glory, according to the working whereby
He is able even to subject all things unto Hi nself. \Werefore, ny
brethren bel oved and | onged for, ny joy and crown, so stand fast in
the Lord" (Philippians 3:20,21; 4:1, ASV)

We know the power of His resurrection in our position; we are
realizing that power in our spiritual growh; we will forever know
H s mghty power in our resurrection bodies. "Wien Christ, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Hmin glory"

(Col ossi ans 3:4). {73}

"THE FELLONSHI P OF H S SUFFERINGS." Suffering is the lot of
all nen, the privilege of all believers. The general thinking is that
God is not blessing unless He keeps us from or relieves us of,
suffering. Far fromit! There is no fellowship with, and growh in,
the crucified Lord without suffering -- physical, nmental, and
spiritual

Fel l owship with the Lord Jesus Christ is the source of our
suffering. "If, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it
patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye
cal l ed: because Christ also suffered for us, |eaving us an exanple,
that ye should followin H's steps" (1_Peter 2:20-21). Paul is our
PATTERN of suffering as a Christian. As soon as the Apostle was
saved, the Lord Jesus said, "I will shew himhow great things he nust
suffer for My nane's sake" (Acts 9:16). "Alway delivered unto death
for Jesus' sake" (2_Corinthians 4:11). Paul's sufferings (see
2_Corinthians 11:23-28, for instance) cane indirectly fromthe
nail - pi erced hands and spear-pierced heart of his Lord. ALL these
t hi ngs were working together for his good. Notice Paul's attitude! "I
obt ai ned MERCY, that in nme first Jesus Christ m ght shew forth al
| ongsuffering, for a pattern to them which should afterward believe
on {74} Hmto life everlasting” (1 _Tinothy 1:16). "If so be that
we suffer with Hm that we may be also glorified together. For
reckon that the sufferings of this present tinme are not worthy to be
conpared with the GLORY which shall be revealed in us" (Rom 8:17,
18). "If we suffer, we shall also REIGNwith Hn (2_Tinmothy 2:12).

Qur fellowship in His sufferings bears three-fold fruit. In
suffering we LEARN SOVETHI NG OF THE PROCESS OF GROMH. "Knowi ng t hat
tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience" (Rom 5:3-4).
He chastens (child-trains) us "for our profit, that we mght be
partakers of His holiness" (Hebrews 12:10). In suffering we also
LEARN MORE OF HHM "For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so
our consol ation al so aboundeth by Christ” (2_Corinthians 1:5). And in
sufferings we LEARN TO APPRECI ATE THE NEEDS OF OTHERS. "Bl essed be



God... the God of all conport; who conforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to confort themwhich are in any
trouble, by the confort wherewith we ourselves are conforted of God"
(2_Corinthians 1:3-4).

"BEI NG MADE CONFORMABLE UNTO HI 'S DEATH." W are "al way
delivered unto death for Jesus' sake," and thereby are being
"confornmed to His death” -- {75} that we nmay be conforned to His
i mge. As we take up our Cross daily, this conformation is worked out
in the two aspects of DEATH and LIFE. Self is dealt with by the
crucifixion of Calvary; its power is broken by the death process
within. As a result, the crucified life of the Lord Jesus is
mani fested in our nortal bodies. "Let this mnd [attitude] be in you,
whi ch was also in Christ Jesus: who... nade Hinself of no reputation
and took upon Hmthe formof a servant... and being found in fashion
as a man, He hunbled H nsel f, and becane obedi ent unto death, even
the death of the Cross"™ (Philippians 2:5,7,8).

As we remain within the crucifying influence of the Cross, we
are freed to abide in the life-giving influence of the Resurrected
One. W are to be confornmed to H's death as the basis of our being
conformed to the image of His life-out-of-death. In this alien world
we are as pilgrims, crucified followers of our crucified Lord. "He
said to themall, If any man will come after Me, |et himdeny
hinsel f, and take up his Cross daily, and foll ow Me" (Luke 9:23).

@a.>
{76} CHAPTER TVELVE
RECKONI NG | N COLOSSI ANS THREE

The first valid faith we exercised toward God was by neans of
reckoni ng. We counted upon the Lord Jesus as our personal Savior, and
were thereby saved. THE PRINCI PLE OF RECKONING is to have faith in a
FI Nl SHED WORK. Nowhere is this principle nore explicitly reveal ed
than in Col ossi ans Three.

"If [since] then ye were raised together with Christ, seek
the things that are above, where Christ is, seated on the right hand
of God. Set your mind on the things that are above, not on the things
that are upon the earth. For ye died, and your life is hid with
Christ in God. Wen Christ, who is our life, shall be nanifested,
then shall ye also with H mbe manifested in glory"” (Col ossians
3:1-4, ASV).

"I F [ SINCE] THEN YE WERE RAl SED TOGETHER W TH CHRI ST." Here,
as al ways, Paul sets forth the doctrine before he presents the
exhortation. He does |ikew se in Ephesians, revealing the wonderfu
fact that God "hath raised us up together, and made us sit together
in heavenly places in Christ Jesus' (Ephesians 2:6). This is the
truth that we need in order to reckon, so that we nmay abide in Hm
above and He may be manifested in us here bel ow {77}

"SEEK THE THI NGS THAT ARE ABOVE, WHERE CHRI ST | S, SEATED ON
THE RI GHT HAND OF GOD." Reckoning ourselves alive unto God in Chri st
anmounts to our taking our position in Hm Since the heavenly sphere



is now our true position, it follows that we are to seek there the
things of Christ -- spiritual realities. Everything in heaven is
centered in Christ, "For in Hmdwelleth all the ful ness of the
Godhead bodily. And ye are conplete in H nf (Col ossians 2:9,10).

Qur Father yearns for fellowship with H's own. How can His
heart-1onging be satisfied apart fromour feeding on the things of
Christ, so that we may enter into oneness of mind and purpose with
H n? To this end we have been made partakers of the divine nature.

Al t hough we seek, and | earn, FROM our risen position, yet the
revel ati on comes THROUGH the Wrd. All, all depends upon our
know edge of the scriptural facts. Through our Spirit-taught study of
God's Wrd, we are given both the revelation of the truth, and its
practical reality in our lives.

"SET YOUR M ND ON THE THI NGS THAT ARE ABOVE, NOT ON THE
THI NGS THAT ARE UPON THE EARTH." As we "eat of the old corn of the
| and" (Joshua 5:11), {78} feeding upon the Lord Jesus in heaven by
means of the Wrd, we learn of Hmand growin Hm Qur mind is set
upon the One in whomwe |ive, not upon self and this world unto which
we have died. "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
al so" (Luke 12:34).

Dr. C1.Scofield coments on Joshua 5:11 as follows: "The
manna is a type of Christ in humliation, known "after the flesh,"’
giving H's flesh that the believer mght have life (John 6:49-51);
while the 'OLD CORN OF THE LAND is Christ apprehended as risen
glorified, and seated in the heavenlies. Cccupation with Christ on
earth, 'crucified through weakness,' tends to a w | derness
experi ence. An experience befitting the believer's place in the
heavenl i es demands an apprehensi on of he power of H's resurrection
(2_Corinthians 5:16; 13;4; Philippians 3:10; Ephesians 1:15-23). It
is the contrast between "mlk' and "neat' in Paul's witings
(1_Corinthians 3:1-2; Hebrews 5:12-14; 6:1-3)."

The Holy Spirit mnisters life exclusively fromthe true,
heavenly Source, Christ. He is the Spirit of Christ, and He gives us
the things of the glorified Lord. Even so, if we fail to reckon upon
our having died unto sin at Calvary, the old earthy source within
will continue to produce its streamof carnality. {79} As our mnd
is set on things that are upon the earth, we becone increasingly
eart h-bound and self-centered. Wien we set our mnds upon Christ and
abide in Hmas our risen life, we beconme increasingly conformed to
H s inage.

"FOR YE DIED, AND YOUR LIFE IS HHD WTH CHRIST IN GOD." In
this one brief statement Paul conpresses the entire finished work of
Romans Six, the whole truth of our identification with Christ. Upon
t hese twel ve one-syll able words our reckoning for growth is founded!

In this concise statenent, Paul is dealing mainly with our
relationship to the world and things earthly. Qur having died on
Calvary not only separated us fromthe reign of sin and self, but
also fromthe deadly influence of this present world. By means of the
Cross "the world is crucified unto nme, and | unto the world"

(Gal atians 6:14).



"FOR YE DIED." The only way we can escape the influence of
the earthly sphere, the very elenent in which the self-life thrives,
is to count upon our having died unto it. The death that we passed
t hrough now st ands between us and the world. {80}

"AND YOUR LIFE IS HD WTH CHRIST IN GOD." Qur Father not
only has cut us off fromthe world system but He has hidden us from
its deadly power. W are in it, but not of it. Qur life is anchored
in, and maintai ned by, our risen Lord Jesus. The reason so many
Christians are not living FROMtheir heavenly position in the
Li berator is that they are not yet established in the truth of their
freedomfromthe influence of the world.

There is a continuity of reckoning that nust be foll owed; no
step can be by-passed. Until we know and reckon upon the truth of our
havi ng died QUT OF the Adanmic creation, we cannot exercise
intelligent faith in counting that: (1) we are a new creation in
Christ Jesus; (2) we are alive unto God in Hm (3) our life is hid
with Christ in God. Established positionally, we will becone
est abl i shed experiential.

VWhen we learn to fix our mind upon Christ and rest in Hmin
t he heavenlies, we well not be oppressed by self, circunmstances, and
situations here on earth. Qur spiritual position is not down here,
prayi ng and pleading for help fromH mup there: just the opposite!
We do not go TO H mfor help, but we rest IN H mas the
Al -sufficient One. W {81} do not bring H mdown to our |evel for
our use; we abide in Hmat H's level, for H's use.

"WHEN CHRI ST, WHO | S OUR LI FE, SHALL BE MANI FESTED, THEN
SHALL YE ALSO WTH H M BE MANI FESTED IN GLORY." Christ is our
Christian life; therefore, as we grow spiritually we become nore |ike
Hm At H's second com ng, we shall even have a gl orious body |ike
H's. Qur Father has already glorified us in Christ; our Lord s return
will bring the manifestation of that finished work. "And whom He
justified, themHe also glorified" (Romans 8:30). Count and rest
upon it. "For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall fashion anew the body of
our humiliation, that it nay be conforned to the body of His glory"
(Philippians 3:21, ASV).

"YE HAVE PUT OFF THE OLD MAN' (Col ossians 3:9). Wien was this
acconpl i shed" At Cal vary! There we were separated fromthe old by our
death in Christ. Now experientially, we are cut off fromthe doings
of the old man by reckoni ng upon his crucifixion.

"“AND HAVE PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHI CH | S RENEWED | N KNOANLEDGE
AFTER THE | MAGE OF HHM THAT {82} CREATED HHM" (Col ossians 3:10).
The new man was put on when we were re-created in the Lord Jesus.
This new nature is the very life of the One who is the express inmage
of God. Therefore, our growh in the know edge of Hmresults in the
mani festation of His life.

For years we try to handle the problemof sin and self
DI RECTLY. On the negative side, we seek to suppress self, or crucify
the old nature. On the positive side, we plead with God to change us



for the better, and we try to be nore Christ-like. But init all, we
never seemto energe from Ronans Seven -- total defeat.

Finally, we learn to neet the probl em | ND RECTLY, by
reckoning. W see in the Wird that the old man has been effectively
"put off" at the Cross; and we al so see that the new man has been
"put on" through our resurrection in Christ. Instead of being taken
up with the problem we now set our mnd and heart on God's answer:
the crucifying Cross, and the risen Christ.

@3
{83} CHAPTER THI RTEEN
THE REST OF RECKONI NG

"Leaving the doctrine of the first principles of Christ, let
us press on unto perfection [full growh]” (Hebrews 6:1, ASV). As
hungry and grow ng believers, we press on -- but we do not press to
"produce,” The Holy Spirit instills within our being a determ nation
that will not be denied, a hunger that nust be satisfied. Qur
pressing on to H's very best is fostered by the fact that we well
never be satisfied in ourselves, but we will always be satisfied in
Hm W are ever being drawn forward because of our realized need for
freedomand growmh. "This one thing | do, forgetting those things
whi ch are behind, are reaching forth unto those thing which are
before, | press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:13,14).

Thank God for our needs! They are the primary inpetus toward
H s abundant |ife. Remenber the wetchedness, agony, and frustration
we know, with very little hope or assurance that things would ever
i nprove? W were overwhel ned by problenms, and not yet aware of Hi s
answer to them But we continued on in desperation, for deep within
our {84} spirit there was the constant yearning for freedom from
struggle, and REST INH S LIFE. Qur striving ebbed and fl owed, but
there was never a noment of rest. During our enslavenent by sin and
self, the faithful indwelling Spirit did not let us capitul ate.

VWhen the Holy Spirit has brought us into the depths of Ronans
Seven, we have | earned enough about self to acknow edge that it
brings forth nothing but death (Rom 7:24). Then it is that the Spirit
centers our attention anew upon the Lord Jesus, and we realize that
He, not our futile struggling, has provided freedom from our bondage.
"Who shall deliver ne...? | thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord"
(Rom 7:24-25)! Thus, when our reliance is wenched fromself and
every ot her broken reed, the Spirit has us prepared to REST upon the
witten Word and in the Living Wird. By neans of the identification
truths, the Spirit shows us the finished work of the Cross and our
life in Christ, and we begin to RECKON.

VWhat a difference our new reliance upon the truth makes! W
press on with nore determ nati on than ever, and with an even greater
hunger for his best. But now, the wonderful contrast is that in the
m dst of our pressing on, there is REST; the {85} struggle is
gone. W have entered into H s rest because we know the facts; we
know our position of freedomthrough the Cross, and |ife abundant in



our risen Lord. Now we have the assurance that, as we reckon upon the
truths, the Holy Spirit will cause us to growin themdaily. There is
rest in the mdst of grow h.

The Word presents an interesting paradox concerning this
rest. "There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. For he
that is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased fromhis own
works, as God did fromH s. Let us LABOR therefore to enter into that
REST" (Hebrews 4:9-11). It is certain that there is no rest of faith
as long as we struggle to "produce.” And the hungry heart w |l not
cease its striving until the truth of the finished work is seen and
counted upon. This is THE PRINCI PLE OF REST, by which we were born in
H m and by which we growin H m

The actual "labor" nmentioned in verse 11 has to do with
believing. It is quite an exercise to reckon that we died unto sin
and sel f, when we are keenly aware of their presence and
mani festation in our life. It is also "labor" to believe that we are
new creations in Christ, when we are so definitely alive {86} to
the old man. The earlier reckoning, concerning our assurance of
sal vation and security in Christ, is preparation for the later
reckoning in regard to identification

The diligent reliance upon the specific truth of the Wrd, in
the face of all else to the contrary, is our only ground for rest. W
cannot cease fromself in any other way. W cannot even rest in
Christ apart from counting upon the revelation of God's Wrd. No
matter how far we progress in our growh, there will always be a
degree of this "labor"” involved -- turning fromthe testi nony of the
tenmporal, to the eternal witness of Scripture. This is especially
necessary because of the fact that self will never change; it wll
al ways be sinful, never possessed of one good thing. W nust ever
count upon the EXCHANGE of the Cross to separate us fromthe
i nfl uence of self, freeing us to rest in the life of our Lord.

Knowi ng, and resting in, the finished work of our
identification causes us to be neither slack, nor self-confident.
Rat her, know ng what He has done FOR us on the Cross, and WTH us in
Christ, makes us all the nore hungry and eager to know experientially
that which is already ours positionally. {87} "Being confident of
this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you wil|l
performit until the day of Jesus Christ" (Philippians 1:6).

There is every scriptural reason for us to be perfectly
confident in the Lord Jesus for our growmh to maturity, and not to be
di scouraged by the length of time it takes or by the unchangeabl eness
of self. Wt are "called according to H s purpose. For whom He did
foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the i mage of
H s Son" (Rom 8:28-29). "Faithful is He that calleth you, who al so
will do it" (1 _Thessalonians 5:24). "For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of H's good pl easure” (Philippians 2:13).

H's dealings with us for our growh, especially as He nakes
us a "grain of wheat” to fall into the ground and die, may not be
very "restful”; but our rest isin Hm and in the precise statenents
of His Wrd. W abide in Christ during the PROCESSI NG required for us
to be brought to the fulfillment of H s purpose; we do not fret and



struggl e because we are not mature the noment we see Hi s standard for
us in the Wrd.

There is another very inportant aspect of rest. This has to
do with our WTNESS TO OTHERS. Wien we {88} first begin to receive
somre of the benefit of reckoning, we are bent upon teaching the
truths of identification i mediately. W know just the ones who need
victory! It is easy to forget how very long it took for us to conme to
the threshold of this real mof reckoning, and how t horoughly we had
to be PREPARED before we were at all interested in the sol-called
"deeper truths." But we soon discover that there are very few
bel i evers who are responsive.

It is wise to remain conparatively quiet about the |iberating
truths for the first year or so followi ng our awakeni ng. After a
peri od of reckoning and deeper study, we will not only know better
what to share, but how, when, and with whom Qur teaching should be
in the attitude of sharing. "If thou put the brethren in renenbrance
of these things, thou shalt be a good m nister of Jesus Christ,
nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine, WHEREUNTO
THOU HAST ATTAI NED' (1_Ti nmot hy 4:6)

Once we begin to reckon, sone of us make the m stake of
seeking to straighten out our pastor and the church al ong these
lines. But our testinony nust first be observed by others, and then
heard. Only hungry, prepared hearts can receive. Oten, barriers are
rai sed by premature teaching; these may take years to renove, and
sonmetines they are never overcone. It is best to go very slowy -- at
H s pace -- and make progress that abides.

Actually, the pulpit is not the ideal mediumfor sharing the
truths of identification. No matter how sound and alive a
congregation may be, there are only a few individuals at any one tine
who are ready to enter into the truths of the Cross. The Spirit would
have us prayerfully watch for the hungry heart, feeding the fewin
preference to of fending the many. Furthernore, those about us have a
right to observe over a period of tine whether or not our wtness and
our walk are valid. "And let us not be weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint not" (Galatians 6:9).

@4
{90} CHAPTER FOURTEEN
RESULTS OF RECKONI NG

It should be evident by now that the truths we have been
studying are inter-related, and interdependent. Together, they forma
single unit of truth -- centered in the Cross and our risen Lord.
Their express purpose is to conformus to the imge of God's Son. To
consol i date and concl ude our study, let us consider a few of the
RESULTS OF RECKONI NG
THE CONTI NUI TY OF THE CROSS

"Reckon ye al so yourselves to be dead unto sin" (Romans 6:11
ASV). Having reckoned upon a finished work, we nmust be prepared to



experience the results of the position taken. Counting ourselves to
have died unto sin at Calvary is synonynous wi th taking up that

Cross. It is to be expected that the result of this is DALY
CRUCIFIXION. In this connection, the principle of distinctions in
Chapter Ten is to be renmenbered: our dead-unto-sin reckoning includes
two factors -- the old man as crucified, and the new nan as havi ng
died unto sin.

THE OLD MAN CRUCI FI ED. Qur reckoning the old man as crucified
results in the Spirit's leading us daily in the path of the Cross. He
allows us, chiefly {91} through our own m stakes and wi || ful ness,
to beconme ennmeshed in situations and circunstances that hold the
self-life on the Cross, that crucify it and break its power. There is
not hi ng easy or pleasant about the Cross, but we learn to GLORY in it
because its crucifying power frees us fromthe "law of sin and death"
(Rom 8:2).

THE NEW MAN DI ED UNTO SIN. As we exercise the
reckoni ng-attitude of having died unto sin, and hence take up our
Cross daily, the result is that we enjoy increasingly the freedom and
t he abundance of our new life in the risen Lord. W find that the
deat h whi ch we passed through at Cal vary now stands between us and
the grip of sin and self. In our STANDI NG we count upon the
crucifixion of the old Adami c source; in our STATE, we find ourselves
"al way delivered unto death for Jesus' sake" (2_Corinthians 4:11).
This dying daily BOTH holds the self-life crucified, and manifests
the Christ-life in us. THE CONTINUI TY OF THE CRCSS I N OUR LI VES
PRODUCES CONTI NUAL FREEDOM FROM THE REIGN OF SIN

THE CONTINUI TY OF MANI FESTATI ON

"Reckon ye al so yourselves to be... alive unto God in Chri st
Jesus" (Romans 6:11, ASV). The forenost reason for reckoning
ourselves to be in {92} the glorified Lord is in order that H's
risen life may be MANI FESTED. Although our "life is hid with Christ
in God,"” Hs lifeis not nmeant to be hid in us!

The wonderful fact about this reckoning is that out of our
bei ng "alway delivered unto death," out of our "being nade
conformable unto H's death,” His resurrection life enmerges. As |ong
as we are in this unredeened body, which is vulnerable to tenptation
and prone to sin, we are going to have to count upon the crucifixion
of the Cross to deal continually with the Adamic life within. But the
very things that crucify provide the daily death from which our new
[ife in Christ is revealed. The nore death, the nore life! "For we
which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the
life also of Jesus m ght be nade manifest in our nortal flesh"
(2_Cor.4:11). THE CONTINU TY OF MANI FESTATI ON HAS | TS SOURCE | N OUR
CONTI NUAL CONFORM TY TO HI' S DEATH.

THE CONTINUI TY OF LI FE OQUT OF DEATH

"So then death worketh in us, but life in you" (2_Cor.4:12).
This is the cunul ative result of our LIFE-OUT-OF DEATH RECKONI NG
VWhat is the essential characteristic of the Lord Jesus that is to be
{93} nmanifested in us? It is the SACRIFICIAL quality of being poured
out for others. We are not struggling believers who barely exist



until we finally fall into heaven; we are recipients of resurrection
life for ourselves, and sacrificial life unto all! "I am cone that
they might have life, and that they m ght have it nore abundantly"
(John 10:10).

VWen we reckon ourselves alive unto God in our risen Lord, we
are thereby taking our position as seated with Hmin the heavenli es.
We know t hat the anchor and source of our life is safely and
eternally hid with Christ in God. W are assured that nothing, and no
one. can touch us apart fromH s blessed will (Rom 8:35-39). CQur
attitude is that of LOOKI NG DOAN upon all that He takes us through --
we are not under Hi s circunstances, but above themall in our
victorious Lord. Standing in our position, we learn in whatever state
we are in, "therewith to be content"”; we [earn how to be abased, and
we | earn how to abound (Philippians 4:11-12).

W enter each day (even Monday), and each situation, from
that bl essed vantage point. Resting in our risen Lord gives us rest
in our pilgrimpath. W abide in Hm accepting everything fromHis
nail -pi erced hands. "IN everything give thanks: for {94} this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you" (1_Thessal oni ans
5:18).

Always to be renmenbered is the fact that the One in whom we
live in glory is forever viewed as "a Lanb as it had been slain"
(Revelation 5:6). Wile we abide in and reckon upon our life in the
Lanb of God, and are taken through the Spirit's processing, Hs
sacrificial lanb-like qualities will be manifested in and through us.
Death works in us, but life in others.

Anot her bl essed result of being alway delivered unto death is
A GROWN NG KNOALEDGE, BY EXPERI ENCE, OF OUR CRUCI FI ED, RI SEN LORD. As
the Holy Spirit delivers us day by day unto the path of the Cross, we
suffer infirmties, reproaches, necessities, persecutions, and
di stresses "for Jesus' sake." "That | may know H m' is closely
related to "the fellowship of Hs sufferings"” (Phil. 3:10). Qur
confidence in the Lord Jesus develops as we realize that H's grace is
sufficient for all these things, and that His strength is nade
perfect in our weakness (2_Cor.12:9-10). W are conpelled to prove
H s faithful ness at every point of need.

Al though we are living in our risen Lord, we are canping in
this body of humliation, and serving {95} in this world of death.
Therefore, our Father keeps us in the place of need and hel pl essness
in ourselves. "W have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excel l ency of the power may be of God, and not of us" (2_Cor.4:7). As
we are kept dependent, we grow in H's submissive yielded life. "I
conme to do Thy will, O God" (Hebrews 10:9). Abiding in the Lord
Jesus, it is effortless and natural to yield. The only struggle in
the matter of yielding erupts fromthe self-life; that source never
was, never will be, nor ever can be, in subjection to the Father
(Rom 8:7).

Paul 's urgent plea for the believer's yielding and
consecration is based upon reckoning. "I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the nmercies of God, that ye present your bodies A LIVING
SACRI FI CE" (Rom 12:1). To present our bodies is to yield our



faculties, our newlife in Christ. "Yield yoursel ves unto God, as
those that are alive fromthe dead [new creation], and your nenbers
as instrunents of righteousness unto God" (Rom 6:13).

Li fe-out-of -death reckoning results in our becomng a "living
sacrifice." such a one is always delivered unto death -- but out of
that daily death, newlife is constantly manifested. {96}

Qur reckoning maintains us in THE LI FE- QUT- OF- DEATH

PRI NCI PLE. This taking up our Cross renders us a "grain of wheat,"
and results in our losing our old life. The Holy Spirit "buries" us
here in this situation and there in that |ocation, so that we m ght
not abi de al one but that there may be a rich harvest of golden grain
"for Jesus' sake." It is conforting to realize that the same process
of the Cross that holds the old man crucified, causes the new man to
be mani fest. The burial of the "grain of wheat" makes the old life
powerl ess, and the new life fruitful (John 12:24-25, ASV)

Sonme of the "graves" out of which His sacrificial life arises
are the mnistry, the mssion field, the hone, the school, the
hospital, and the place of enploynent. Are these not the very pl aces
in which H's resurrection |life nust be manifested, where H's
poured-out |ife needs to be shared and received? It is as we reckon
upon our heavenly position that we are able to rest in any "grave" He
has prepared for us, rejoicing in Hs victory that energes from our
daily deliverance unto death. W abide in the Lord Jesus, that He may
bring us through all the processing required for fruitful life and
service, "not sonehow, but triunphantly."” {97}

Hereby we learn that "all things are for your sakes, that the
abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the
glory of God. For which cause we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man [new nman] is renewed day by day”
(2_Cor.4:15-16). "And we know that all things work together for good
to themthat love God, to themwho are the called according to H's
pur pose. For whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of H s Son" (Rom 8:28-29).

Take heart, reckoning pilgrim THE CONTINU TY OF LIFE OUT OF
DEATH LEADS TO THE CROMN. "It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead
with Hm we shall also live with Hm If we suffer, we shall also
reign with Hnt (2_Timothy 2:11-12). "Wen Christ, who is our life,
shal | appear, then shall ye also appear with Hmin GLORY"
(Col ossi ans 3:4). Maranat ha!

as
{98} APPENDI X
FOUNDATI ON OF RECKONI NG

Reckoni ng upon our life-union with the Lord Jesus Chri st
establishes us in the full ASSURANCE of salvation. It is on this
foundation that we are able to reckon upon our ETERNAL, UNCONDI Tl ONAL
SECURITY in Hm Until we are grounded in the truths of substitution
and union, we are not prepared for the nore denmandi ng reckoni ng of
our I DENTIFICATION with Hmin His death and resurrection -- and on
to ascensi on.



The beli ever who does not realize that he is eternally secure
in Christ -- a birth truth for babes -- is certainly not going to be
able to trust Hmfor emancipation fromsin and maturity of growh
Those who begin weakly, and are not instructed concerning their
POSITION in the Lord Jesus, are apt to remain weaklings. They nove
mai nly up, down, and backward, with rarely any forward spiritua
progress and abi ding growh. For the nost part, they subsist on
experi ences and so-call ed bl essings; they seemto go fromone crisis
to another, never really settling dowmn to reckon upon Christ risen as
the source of their life here and now. {99}

It has been felt necessary to include the foll ow ng sel ected
material on Eternal Security (author unknown). These truths may be of
help to and believers who are attenpting to enter upon the reckoning
of identification before they are settled in that of JUSTI FI CATI ON.

"I'f you recognize in the Wrd of Truth that the Lord Jesus
Christ is the Savior because He is God the Son who becane the Son of
Man, and as such bore in Hi s body the sins of the world; "And if you
rest in Hmin self-surrender for fellowship, relying with confidence
on H malone for deliverance fromthe guilt and penalty of your sins
and fromthe power of indwelling sin; "Then there are TWELVE PROOFS
that you can never be |ost:

1. Because in the eternal, sure PURPOSE OF GOD, you are
a 'vessel of mercy' and will finally be 'conformed to the innage of
H's Son." 'That He m ght make known the riches of Hs glory on the
vessel s of nercy, which He had afore prepared unto glory.' 'For whom

He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conforned to the
i mage of His Son" (Rom 9:23; 8:29).

{100}

2. Because GOD S I NFINI TE POAER i s no | onger hindered by
your sins, but can wholly keep you safe, for the Blood of Christ
still renmoves your guilt. "He is the propitiation for our sins
(1_John 2:2).

3. Because GOD S LCNE for you suprenel y expressed at

Cal vary, can now be nanlfested "much nore' and so acconplish H's
every desire for you. 'God commendeth H's | ove toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Mich nore then, being
justified by H's Blood, we shall be saved fromwath through H m For
if, when we were enemes, we were reconciled to God by the death of
H s Son, much nore, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life'
(Romans 5:8-10).

4. Because of His delight in the Son, God can never
rej ect the PRAYER OF THE SON asking Hmto keep 'them which Thou hast
given Me.' 'l pray for them.. for they are Thine.' 'Holy Father

keep t hrough Thine own Nanme those whom Thou hast given Me' (John
17:9,11).

5. Because the DEATH OF THE SON, having a val ue
equi val ent to the puni shnment demanded for all your sins, has paid
al so for sins you now {101} comrt. 'There is therefore now no
condemation to themwhich are in Christ Jesus." 'Wo is he that



condemmeth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God, who al so naketh intercession
for us' (Ronmans 8:1, 34).

6. Because by the RESURRECTI ON OF CHRI ST God has broken
your connection with Adam and joined you to Christ for acceptance and
life. 'You, being dead in your sins... hath He quickened [en-1ifed]
together with Hm having forgiven you all trespasses.' 'Yield
yoursel ves unto God, as those that are alive fromthe dead
(Col ossi ans 2:13; Romans 6:13).

7. Because, although your sin could hurl you into hell,
Christ as your ADVOCATE defends you. 'Christ is... entered... into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us.' ' Now

once in the end of the world hath He appeared to put away sin by the
sacrifice of Hinself' (Hebrews 9:24, 26).

8. Because Christ 'ever liveth TO MAKE | NTERCESSI ON for
you, Satan has no power to unsave you. 'He is able also to save them
to the utternost that cone unto God by Hm seeing He ever liveth to
make intercession for them (Hebrews 7:25). {102}

9. Because the Holy Spirit has taken over your body as
H S PERSONAL, PERVANENT HOVE. 'I will pray the Father, and He shal

gi ve you anot her Conforter, that He may abide with you forever' (John
14:16).

10. Because the Holy Spirit has planted in you THE VERY
LI FE OF GOD, maki ng God your real Father. 'Wich were born, not of
bl ood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God' (John 1:13).

11. Because the Holy Spirit has now united you with
Christ and you are A VERY PART OF HI MSELF. 'For by one Spirit are we
all baptized into one Body' (1_Corinthians 12:13).

12. Because the Holy Spirit in you is the SEAL that your
salvation is a finished transaction. 'Gieve not the Holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redenption' (Ephesians
4: 30) .

"Though your present sins cannot unsave you, remenber there
are OTHER PENALTI ES you bring upon yourself, the | east of which is
chasti sement at your Father's hand.” "Do not faint when He corrects
you; for those whomthe Lord | oves He disciplines" (Hebrews 12:6,
Weynout h) .

* * *x * %

{103}

Further, "to accept and teach that a Bl ood-bought child of
God can fall fromgrace is to assault the very NATURE, CHARACTER, and
SOVEREI GN PURPCSE of Cod, as well as H's JUSTICE and H s LOVE.

"Such teaching is an assault on the NATURE of God in that
bel i evers are declared to be 'partakers of the divine nature
(2_Peter 1:4); 'born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,



nor of the will of man, but of God' (John 1:13); and indwelt by the
Holy Spirit of God (John 14:16-17).

"It is an assault on the CHARACTER of God -- Hi s faithful ness
and truthfulness, in that the life He inparts He gives H s pledge to
maintain. Hs promse is, "I give unto themeternal life; and they
shal | never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand
(John 10:28): 'and shall not cone into condemmation; but IS passed
fromdeath unto life'" (John 5:24).

"Also, the doctrine of "falling fromgrace' is an assault on
t he SOVEREI GN PURPCSE of God as set forth in Romans 8:28-30, where
the believer is seen in the purpose of God in the eternity of the
past, in Hs foreknow edge and predestination, and in the eternity of
the future sharing the very glory of Christ (John 17:22-26). {104}

"Then, it is an assault on the JUSTICE of God, in that God
decl ares concerning the believer, '"Your life is hid with Christ in
God' (Col ossians 3:3), and that there is now 'no condemmation to them
which are in Christ Jesus,' and no separation 'fromthe | ove of Cod,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Rom 8:1,37-39). Thus, we can
t hank our Heavenly Father for H's justice, for it is this which
preserves the child of God froma second charge

' Paynent, God cannot tw ce demand
First at ny bleeding Surety's hand,
And then again at mne.’

"Lastly, it is an assault on the LOVE of God, in that God
declares H s I ove "an everlasting | ove' fromwhich nothing 'shall be
able to separate,' for He is "able to keep you fromfalling, and to
present you faultless before the presence of Hs glory with exceedi ng
joy' (Jerem ah 31:3; Romans 8:39; Jude v.24)."

#
[ End of THE RECKONI NG THAT COUNTS by Mles J. Stanford.]
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