NOT TO BE M NI STERED UNTO

fornmerly issued under the title of,
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by J. H Horsburgh, MA (n.d.)

"For even the Son of Man canme not to be
m ni stered unto [=to be served], but to
mnister [=to serve], and to give H s
life a ransomfor many." (Mark 10:45)

A great fact is here stated concerning
the Son of Man. The speaker is our Lord
H nself, Wio in this, as in all matters,
left us an exanple that we should foll ow
in H s steps.

The incident that gives rise to H's
words is a sad one. Two of H's

di sci pl es, James and John, wanted to be
m ni stered unto by being granted the
chief places in Hs glory (Mrk

10: 35-37). Wien the others heard it,
they were highly indignant, for they
wanted to be m nistered unto by having
t he chief places thenselves. But out of
the ferment the Lord brought good. He
made it an occasion to remnd H s

di sciples that they were not of the
worl d, and that their distinguishing
mark nmust be | ow iness and readiness to
serve one anot her.

"Jesus called themunto H m' (Mark

10: 42). Notice the tenderness and

pat hos here. He had been telling the
Twel ve about Hinsel f--of the awful
betrayal, the cruel sufferings and

i ndignity, the shaneful death that

awai ted H m at Jerusal em ( Mark

10: 32-34). Surely their hearts are

mel ted? Nay, they seemunable to think
of Hm They begin to quarrel anong

t hensel ves as to who should be the
greatest. Picture their flushed faces,
their angry tones, their violent
gestures! "But Jesus called themunto
Hm" and gently quelled the storm
Earthly rulers, He tells them exercise
| ordship over others: "but so shall it
not be anmpbng you: but whosoever desires
to be great anong you nust be your
servant, and whosoever of you desires to
be first nmust be the bondsl ave of all.



For even the Son of Man cane NOT TO BE
M NI STERED UNTO, but to minister, and to
give Hs life a ransom for many" (Mark
10: 42-45). In a word, "Renmenber that
you are My disciples. The disciple nust
be as his Master."

Evidently this is sonething which
closely concerns us all if we are Jesus
disciples. It tells us something of
what spirit we should have and what our
life ought to be today--and every day.

The passage tells us that the Son of Mn
canme to minister. This is a great

subject. It is not that incidentally He
m ni stered unto a few or to many; but He
cane to minister. It was H s set

pur pose.

But this wonderful passage tells us
somnet hi ng el se about the Son of Man. He
“came NOT TO BE M NI STERED UNTO. "

We are apt to slur over this, to forget
it, or perhaps to pass it by altogether
unnoticed. The disciples of Jesus are
to be "even as the Son of Man" in com ng
to mnister. Yes, and the disciples of
Jesus are to be "even as the Son of Man"
in coming "NOT TO BE M Nl STERED UNTO. "

If a word of personal testinony may be
allowed, | should Ilike to say this. In
t he ups and downs, the wear and tear of
daily life, there are few passages of
Scripture which search ne as this does.
It convicts, rebukes, and condems ne.
It is always finding ne out. And, yet,
how it encourages, quiets, strengthens,
conforts, and hel ps ne!

This desire to be mnistered unto is at
t he bottom of di sagreenents in the
nursery, fights in the school, quarrels
anongst private individuals, wars anong
nations. And, alas, not only in the
world is this spirit prevalent, but in
the Church also. As Christians we do
not adequately realize--perhaps we
hardly realize at all--how nmuch of sin
and failure, how nuch of vexation and
di scontent, how rmuch of peevi shness and
irritability, how nuch of discord and
unhappi ness in our lives, is due to our
DESI RE TO BE M Nl STERED UNTO i nst ead of
com ng NOT to be m nistered unto



Are we not too often cross, vexed,
rasped, indignant? Sonetines we show it
by a foolish exhibition of tenper;
sonmetines we restrain ourselves, but
there the nasty feeling is! and why? 1In
all probability because we want to be

m ni stered unto and have been

di sappoi nt ed.

The fact is we are always wanting to be
m ni stered unto by people, by

ci rcunst ances, by fortune ("l uck"

per haps you call it), by the weather, by
something. To be ministered unto is so
natural, so necessary, so proper! W
have been brought up to expect it. And
if we are thwarted, as we often are, we
are apt to get cross, sul ky, noody,
nervous, and perhaps end by naking
oursel ves miserable, and others too.

How di fferent it would be if, |ike the
Son of Man, we always "cane NOT TO BE
M NI STERED UNTO." Take a few
illustrations.

ARE YQU SLI GHTED?

You are slighted, ignored, brushed
aside. O your enployer, or enployee,
does not show you proper consideration
O your nei ghbor does not treat you with
the respect which is due to your
position, your abilities, your
character. You feel it very much; in
fact, you are upset about it. Wiy? |Is
it because you cane to mnister, and
were deprived of the privilege? No, not
that at all. It is because your
feelings, your rights, your gifts, your
position, your dignity, your inportance
were not recognized. YOU were not

m ni stered unto. And you cane to be

m ni stered unto. Hence the storn

ARE YQU JEALQUS?

O consider that nost hateful thing

Jeal ousy. What is it? Another is

prai sed or put before you. Another does
better than you. Another is nore
fortunate than you. The honor, the
success, the noney, the popularity, the
reward has gone to him You wanted it
for yourself. You canme to be ninistered
unto. And because he has been mnistered



unto, and not you, you are jeal ous!

NOT RI GHT TO | GNORE ME

"But it was not right," you say, "he had
no business to ignore nme, to snub ne, to
treat ne as he did. And it was nost

unj ust; that other person ought not to
have been placed over ny head." That may
be perfectly true, and we nake no excuse
for wong and injustice. But you are a
di sciple of Jesus (I am speaking only to
such), and | ask you--if you had cone,

l'i ke your Master, "NOT TO BE M Nl STERED
UNTO, but to minister," would you be
feeling so sore and angry and j eal ous?
The trouble is, you came to be

m ni stered unto.

NOT PRAI SED

You have been kind to soneone. You have
rendered hima service. It has cost you
something to do it. Naturally you

t hought your goodness woul d be
appreciated. And it wasn't, at |east
not as nmuch as you think it ought to
have been. You expected profuse thanks,
and quite a little fuss to be nade over
it. And your friend took it cooly. You
are disgusted. You wi sh you hadn't

hel ped him And you feel half inclined
to say in your haste you will never do
anybody a ki ndness again! Why? You
have m ni stered unto another: you have
hel ped sonmeone who was in need. Yes,
but YQU HAVE NOT BEEN M NI STERED UNTO.
You wanted to be thought exceedingly
good and kind and generous. That is to
say, you expected to be mnistered unto
by the thanks and praise, and a little
flattery too, perhaps, of the other.
Yes, when we conme to be ministered unto
we do neet sonetines with severe shocks!

NOT CONSULTED

You are a person of excellent taste,
sound judgnent, good commobn sense. And
you find your advice has been ignored--
perhaps it was not even asked in a
matter, too, in which you pose as an
authority. You cannot understand it.
You feel rubbed the wong way. Your
spirit within you is ruffled. Your
equilibriumis quite disturbed. What is
the trouble? 1Is it that you cane



wanting to mnister to your friend, and
by neglecting to take your advice he has
got hinself into a sad ness? Not at

all. As it happens, he has nanaged very
ni cely i ndeed wi thout your help. The
trouble is this: YOU have not been
acknow edged. Your reputation as an
"authority" in the matter of taste or

j udgnment has not been mnistered unto.
You cane not to minister but to be

m ni stered unto. And you have been

di sappoi nt ed!

ARE YOU A PUBLI C SPEAKER?

You had been announced to speak on a
speci al occasion. A good audi ence
assenbl ed, and you noticed with peculiar
satisfaction that M. X a well-known
and influential Christian, was present.
You had a great subject, and waxed very
el oquent. At the close you felt
extremely pleased with yourself, and you
naturally expected M. X to cone up at
once, grasp your hand, and thank you
warmy "for such an able, interesting,
and noving address.” But M. X wal ked
quietly out of the hall w thout a word!
How crestfallen you were! The joy you
had felt was extinguished Iike a
snuffed-out candle! How was this? You
had the opportunity of mnistering to a
nunber of people. But this was not
quite what you cane for. |In your heart
of hearts you wanted that speech to
mnister UNTO YOU. It is the old
troubl e again. YOU CAME TO BE M NI STERED
UNTO.

ABQUT YOUR WORK- -

You are a professional man, or you are a
man of business. You are doing fairly
wel . You have enough for all your
needs. But you have set your heart on
great things. And your success has
fallen short of your expectations. This
is weighing on your mind. It is a daily
trouble to you. You are feeling
constantly depressed. Wiat is really at
the bottomof it? Is it that you cane
to mnister, and you are di sappointed
not to be able to mnister as fully as
you hoped to do? No, not that. But you
desire to gratify yourself nore; you
want to nake a bigger show, to be

t hought nore of; you covet to be rich



And your desire for these things is not
gratified. YOU ARE NOT M NI STERED UNTQO

-- AND PLAY

Even our recreation is disturbed by this
com ng-to-be-mnistered-unto spirit.

You went in for a race, a conpetition, a
gane. You failed; you were beaten. How
"horrid" you felt! To this day that
feel i ng haunts you.

A Canbridge athlete won a race three
years in succession. If he could win it
a fourth year it would be a record. And
he was expected to win. But he lost! |
amtold that for weeks he never smiled.
He wanted that race to minister to his
famly. He wanted people to be able to
point to himand say, "He has done what
nobody el se has done." And because he
was not ministered unto, he was crushed.

"But," you reply, "in our sports and
conpetitions we are out to do our best
and to win. Qur aimis to be mnistered
unto." Yes, of course. But after all
it is only a gane. And a disciple of
Christ nust not take his ganmes too
seriously. Even on the playing fields
he can nanifest the cane-not-to- be-

m ni stered-unto-but-to-mnister spirit.
VWen he is beaten he can enjoy the

sati sfaction of knowi ng that in |osing
he has been the nmeans of mnistering
unto the w nner

CHRI STI AN SERVI CE

But to return to sonething nore serious
than sport. You are engaged in
Christian work. You are a Sunday Schoo
teacher, or a District visitor or a
church officer. O perhaps you help at
the Mother's Meeting, the Band of Hope,
or the M ssion Room Now you are

t hi nking of giving up the work. Wy?
Has your health failed? Have you not
now the tinme for it? Are hone duties
too pressing? No, none of these is the
reason. Then you are not wanted? |Is
there no | onger need of your services?
Is the opportunity to mnister wthdrawn
fromyou? No, the need is as great as
ever. The door of opportunity remains
wi de open. Then why are you giving up?
VWll, you are tired of the work, so you



think you will drop it. You expected it
woul d be an interest to you. It would
bring you into touch with others. It
woul d give you a position in the Church
In fact, YOU THOUGHT YOU WOULD LIKE IT.
And you did like it for a time, but now
you are tired of it. Ah! we are

begi nning to understand. You thought
the work would mnister unto you. And
as long as it mnistered unto you, you
were willing to go on with it. Now that
it no longer mnisters unto you, you
will give it up. But "the Son of Mn
came NOT TO BE M NI STERED UNTO, but to
mnister, and to give his life..." And
are not you Hi s disciple?

These are only a few illustrations.

They may not be applicable to you. But
think it out, and whatever may be your
walk in life, or your relation to your
fellownmen, you will be surprised to
find how nmuch of your unrest, how many
of your troubles, arise fromthis sanme
cause--THE DESIRE TO BE M NI STERED UNTQ
i nstead of coming to mnister.

IN THE HOMVE

You and your friend are |iving together
Your rmutual happiness is interrupted by
little jars. You are quick, and your
friend is slow. You are econom cal, and
your friend is extravagant. You are
punctual , and your friend is unpunctual
You are a very tidy person, and your
friend is untidy. You like everything
done in your own particul ar way, your
friend does them any-how So there is
constant friction. But why? Is it
because you cannot mnister to your
friend? No, indeed. It is because your
| ove of tidiness or whatever it may be,
your liking to have things your own way,
is not ministered unto.

O, perhaps you are the free and easy
person, and you are annoyed because your
happy-go-1 ucky way is not ministered

unt o!

Suppose you both try desiring NOTI TO BE
M NI STERED UNTO, but to minister and to
gi ve?

It is astounding what a nunber of little
things disturb us. Your plan for the



afternoon is upset. You desire a wet
day; it persists in being fine. A
visitor calls just when you want to go
out. You are asked to sing and your
voi ce i s husky and does not do you
credit. The answer to your letter has
not come. Your request is not granted.
You are interrupted in the mddle of an
i nteresting book. The pen won't wite.
The dress doesn't fit. The fire won't
burn. Something is wong w th di nner
The children are so noisy!

Soneti mes everything seens wong. There
i s nothing big, nothing we can |ay our
finger upon. But we are always com ng
into the world with our |ikes and

di sl i kes, our whinms and fancies, our

wi shes and hobbi es, our fads and
foibles. And if we are not mnistered
unto in these little things, we are apt
to be distressed and to get put out with
oursel ves and with everybody el se.

THE HAPPY WAY

| am persuaded that the happi ness of our
lives depends enornously on the spirit
in which we cone afresh into the world
each day. |If we conme to be nministered
unto, we shall soon be fretting and
inwardly fumng. But if we come NOT TO
BE M Nl STERED UNTO, but to minister, it
will be very different. "It is nore

bl essed to give than to receive.” It is
happier to minister than to be
mnistered unto. And it is far nobler:
"Whosoever will be CH EF anong you, |et
hi m be your servant." (Matt. 20:27)

A WORD OF CAUTI ON

Now for a word of caution. Qur text
does not say that we are to be like
Stoics, that whatever happens we are not
to feel it. Annoyances, rubs,

di sappoi ntments--the things that we
have been tal ki ng about--of course we
feel them (They would be of no use to
us if we didn't feel them. But they
need not distress us. Soneone has said:
"You cannot prevent a crow from
alighting on your head, but you can
prevent its building a nest in your
hair." Wen we want to be mnistered
unto, we harbor a grievance, we
exaggerate it, we give way to it, we let



it build its nest and hatch its

m schi evous eggs. But when we desire
NOT TO BE M NI STERED UNTQO, but to

m ni ster, we do not harbor the
grievance, we give it no wel cone, we pay
it scant attention, we are too occupied
to trouble about it. Let us be like
Jesus. He was al ways too busy thinking
of others, and mnistering to them to
concern Hinself as to whether He was
being mnistered unto or not. One
soverei gn renmedy agai nst touchiness is
to be busy caring for your neighbor

ANOTHER WORD OF CAUTI ON

Agai n our text does not say that we are
not to be mnistered unto. It does not
say that we are always to be slighted,
never courted; that we are never to neet
wi th success; that no reward and pri zes
are ever to cone our way; that we are to
go about the world | ooking for
injustice, insults and ill-treatmnent.
Not hi ng of the kind. There is no harm
in being mnistered unto, and He
appreciated it very nmuch. W shal

often be m nistered unto; perhaps al

the nmore if we do not expect it. The
harmis in ALWAYS TO BE M NI STERED UNTO
instead of to minister: in wanting to
be mnistered unto: in seeking it, in
setting our heart upon wanting it, and

i n being disappointed, chagrined,
ruffled and cross if we are not

m ni stered unto.

We have |ingered | ong tal ki ng about this
failing--THE WSH TO BE M Nl STERED
UNTO - because it is so prevalent, its
consequences are so sad, and chiefly
because so many of us who are habitually
guilty are unconsci ous of the fact.

SELF MJUST Dl E

And now for a few brief words concerning
the renedy. Be well assured that at the
bottom of the trouble, and in all its
ram fications, is SELF. And this old
eneny Self must be nortified--put to
death. W nust give Self no quarter

"I send you ny best w shes for your
birthday. | hope you are dead," wote
one. And she was right. "I seem
spoil ed for everything but to see people
die," wote another. And she was right.



SELF MJST DI E.

Wth this fact in view, in what a
different Iight nmust we regard NOT BElI NG
M NI STERED UNTO. \Wél cone

di sappoi ntment! Wl cone hardshi p!

Wl cone slight! Welcome thorns and
pricks! THESE MAY ALL BE TURNED TO
EXCELLENT ACCOUNT. To fail in getting
what we want may be a piece of good
fortune! To be thwarted may be so good
for us! To have our wi shes crossed may
be positive blessing! To be tranpled
upon may be a splendid thing! For every
time we are not ministered unto, a fresh
opportunity is given for Self to die!
And the person who snubs us may well be
regarded as a friend for adm nistering
to our arch-eneny--SELF--a stout knock
on the head! SELF MJUST BE MORTI Fl ED

For it is only as Self dies that we can
live the happy and victorious life.

CHRI ST MJST LI VE

But it is not enough that Self dies.
Sonet hi ng el se nust happen. Christ mnust
live. Self dying--Christ living. And
it is in proportion as Self dies in us
that Christ can live in us. Let us not
then be afraid of death--death to the
Self-life. It is only as Self dies and
Christ lives in us that we shall be able
to come fresh into the world each day
"NOT TO BE M NI STERED UNTO, but to
mnister," and in our tiny neasure to
give our lives, to sacrifice OURSELVES,
for the glory of God and the good of our
fell ows.
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