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liberating Truth, and the illustrations
and the occurrence of quotable gens
--such as the sentence on p.65 about
_power _-- nake readi ng the book
wort hwhile, even if you're in a
di fferent theol ogical streamfromthe
author, as I am There is nuch useable
material here for preachers, and grist
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print-media book. Bible citations have
been expanded, Roman nuneral s
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were made, to clarify what | understood
to be the author's neaning. This is NOT
an "updated" edition.

On a principle of accountability,
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note in derivative editions.
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i nto anot her | anguage, or is used as a
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program the editor would very nuch |ike
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AUTHOR S PREFACE

Most nen hesitate to speak of their
own spiritual experiences. They are
deterred by the fear of making "self"
too prom nent, or are ashanmed to confess
how much practical unbelief and
hal f - hearted all egiance to their Lord
exist in their |ives.

The witer of this book knows his
own unwort hi ness; but he hunbly believes
that he al so knows sonet hing of the
wort hi ness of an All-sufficient Savior

The manner in which this know edge
canme -- through an apparently trivia
incident -- is itself remarkable.

The i medi ate result was a joy



whi ch no bridling could restrain. But
whenever this Victorious Life was spoken
of , requests were made for "sonething in
print." After much pressure from many
directions, and with nuch hesitation on
the part of the witer, he ventured to
put down his reflections.

These appeared in the col ums of
THE LI FE OF FAI TH, through the kindness
of the Editor.

They are here republished with
practically no alterations. These
chapters show t he pat hway by whi ch one
seeking soul found its way from"life"
to "life nore abundant."”

They endeavor to reveal the hel ps
and the hindrances whi ch a seeker after
the Victorious Life should know.

The witer owes nmuch to the lives
of four men, but the great "CRISIS" in
his spiritual life took place, not in
the uplift of a great convention, but in
t he qui etude of his own study.

He believes that his experience is
that of tens of thousands of Christian
men and wonen -- who have LIFE, and are
earnest and devoted workers, yet who
I ong for some Power which will conquer
the so-called "little sins.”

That PONER is the Lord Jesus Chri st
-- and HE offers Hnself to us (John
1:12).

So this book goes forth with much
earnest prayer that others may be hel ped
by the things which have been such an
unspeakabl e inspiration to the witer,
who -- lest any shadow of self should

fall upon these pages -- hunbly craves
to be allowed to remain

An Unknown Chri stian
HOW TO LI VE THE VI CTORI QUS LI FE
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CHAPTER ONE



IS I T PCSSI BLE?

Is there such a Life? St. John
plainly says that every child of God
"overconeth the world."

Now THAT is Victory! And he tells

us how Victory is secured: "This is the
VI CTORY that overconeth the world --
even our faith" (1_John 5:4) -- and

then nost of us give up in despair!

It all seens too vague -- too
indefinite. Besides, isn't our faith too
smal |l or too weak? O perhaps we don't
possess the "right kind of faith" to get
the Victory.

Wth many of us there is a sneaking
i dea that the school boy was very near
the mark when he said "Faith is
believing what ain't." But of this we
are sure: to nost Christians the
Victorious Life is a beautiful mrage
whi ch vani shes into thin air, or recedes
into the distance as we try to approach
it. And so we look forward to finding it
i n heaven!

Now St. John isn't speaki ng about
Victory in heaven -- for THERE, "faith
is LOST in sight."

So there nust be a Victory here on
earth, in sone way the result of faith.
The witer would gladly give all he had
inthe world if in exchange he could
have seen this way of Victory 25 years
ago! After many years of Bible study;
after many fears of futile "struggling
with tenptation" which, w th nonotonous
regularity, tested him he at |ast saw a
way out -- or rather a way IN It was to
hima newway -- a LIVING way -- <6>
and eagerly he entered in. He now sees
there is such a thing as Victory, and he
marvel s how he m ssed his way before. In

the joy of -- to him-- a wonderfu
di scovery he longs for others to share
the blessing -- in these "last days."

And is there not a real heartfelt
year ni ng anongst Christians today to |ay
hold -- not on LIFE, for they have that
-- but on "LIFE MORE ABUNDANT"?

The Victorious Life! The words ring
wi th hope. Moreover, wherever an



announcenent i s nmade that such a topic
is to be tal ked about, nen and wonen
flock to discover the secret of such a
life. For they KNOWintuitively that
when VI CTORY cones defeat goes! Those
shaneful betrayals of the Master, which
are so discouraging, wll vanish away.

Wth Victory will come PEACE -- a
peace which really passeth al
under st andi ng.

Wth Victory will conme JOY -- a
rejoicing with joy unspeakabl e and ful
of glory (1_Peter 1:8).

Wth Victory will come POANER -- the
very "power of God." The Victorious Life
-- alife of Peace, and Joy, and Power.
Wuld not SUCH a life satisfy any man?

Can we ask for anything better? And
Christ offers TH' S.

The writer proposes to try to nmake
it plain and clear to the sinplest mnd
what the Bible says about this Life. W
shal | ask: How can it be obtai ned and
retained? Wiat are its difficulties and
its dangers? Can it be lost? If so, can
it be regained? W shall speak of rea
Victory and FALSE. W hope to tell of
its Triunphs and its Testings. Now we
wi sh <7>

TO A VE A WARNI NG

It is this: Satan will do his
utnost to cloud your mnd. He will bring
all sorts of doubts and difficulties to
l[ight. Wiy is this? Just because he is
eager to prevent you from gaini ng
Victory! Believe me, the devil does not
m nd your being "religious,” and he does
not mnd how nmuch POAERLESS wor k you
attenpt so long as you fall short of the
Victorious Life.

So long as you go to the world for
your pleasures, and so |long as you fal
into the usual sins of respectable
peopl e, THE MORE YOU ATTEMPT FOR CHRI ST
the nmore the DEVIL IS PLEASED. He sinply
revels in seeing defeated, worldly
Christians desperately busy for Christ.
But the devil will do his level best to
di scredit Victorious Life teaching and



to keep you fromeven SEEKING to
understand it. He is quite an adept in
using -- i.e., msusing -- Scripture.

But be confident of this very thing
-- that the teaching is striking hone
and striking him-- the devil -- when
difficulties are suggested to your m nd
or some verse of Scripture "cones" to
you, which seens to contradict sone
statenment nmade in these chapters.

No one is nore anxi ous than the
witer that only the truth as it is in
Christ shall be heard. If any statenent
is not true to Scripture or to
experience, none will be nore delighted
to have this pointed out than the
witer, who is possessed with a
consum ng desire that every Christian
shall be "filled with all the full ness
of CGod."

@2
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CHAPTER TWD
CAN "LI TTLE" SINS BE CONQUERED?

The Victorious Life is a Life of
Victory over Sin. Is such a thing
possible? It is not a question of
absol ute sinlessness |ike that of
Christ, or that of Adam before the Fall
There will always remain the clear
declaration of St.John. "If we say that
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves."”

I'S VI CTORY PROM SED US?

The question we are facing is this
-- Can we obtain Victory over known,
vol untary sin? Is any such hope of
victory taught in the Bible? Is it ever
experienced -- lived out -- by nen
today? If so, can ANY believer in Jesus
Christ have Victory over all known sin
-- say, for one whole day -- or is such
Victory only for our spiritual |eaders?

Surely these questions are often in
men's mnds. We WANT such Victory and
even the Church of England teaches us to
pray daily, "Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep
us this day, WTHOUT SIN." "G ant that



this day we fall into NOSIN." CQur Lord
H nsel f taught us to pray, "Deliver us
fromevil"™ -- or the evil one -- i.e.,
sin, or the author of sin. In the Church
Cat echi sm we teach our children that in
this prayer we are asking God to "keep
us fromall sin and w ckedness." Does
Christ or any branch of Hi s Church bid
us ask for an inpossibility? If these
prayers are not nockery, then a
Victorious Life is possible. <9>

But come down to everyday life. Can
we think of any ONE SI N over which
Vi ctory has never been won? W have seen
drunkards turning to Christ, and IN A
MOVENT getting absolute Victory over
strong drink. Such nen often decl are not
only that they have never fallen again,
but that THE VERY DESI RE for al cohol has
been entirely taken away. This is
m racul ous. So with other great
besetting sins -- God has given
i nst ant aneous and conplete Victory.

If then we can get Victory over
some deep-rooted, besetting sin, cannot
our Savior make us Victorious over the
sins we sonetines regard as "little"?
Christian people, as arule, i.e., in
the great majority of cases, are NOT
drunken, or vicious, or imoral.

But this can also be said of very
many worl dly and irreligious people.
Isn't it true that there is little to
choose between the average Christian and
the ordinary noral "worldly" man? So the
latter says, "Wiat will it profit ne to
become a Christian?" And what can we say
in reply? \What would the worldly man
gai n? And what woul d others benefit by
t he change in hinP

UNDER THE TYRANNY OF SI N

Do we see any signs of the
Victorious Life in the majority of
professing Christians? In any
flourishing Church, how many of its
menbers exhibit a glowing [ ove of souls
and a burning zeal for Christ? W nerely
ask the question.

In how many do we see Victory over
so-cal | ed RESPECTABLE sins? -- bad
tenmper, irritability, pride, jealousy,



backbi ti ng, unlove, ANXI ETY?

Now we ask in all humlity, Is
there any remedy? |Is there any hope of
getting the Victorious Life? That <10>
is, alife of habitual Victory over sins
("small" as well as great) -- a life of
constant and conscious fellowship with
God?

If such a hope can be found, it
will be in God's Holy Wrd. Is it there?

"Victory over known sin! Can | get
it?" What a nonmentous question! If we

can get it for an hour -- or a day --
t hen why not HABI TUALLY? Dare we ask
every reader to put aside all ideas of

his own on such a question? WII| you
approach it with an unprejudiced and
unbi ased m nd? For the tine being just
shel ve any preconcei ved i deas you may
have on this subject. Forget all your
ow failures -- and the faults of other
Christians. Yes -- and forget al
THEORI ES of holiness. Sinply allow God's
witten Word to speak for itself. Surely
this is not an unfair demand?

A PROM SE AND A COVWAND

VWhat does the New Testanent talk
about chiefly? By far the greatest part
of it is devoted to telling Christians
how to live after they have found Chri st
as their Savior, rather than how to GET
SALVATION fromthe penalty of sin.

Bef ore our Lord was born, the Angel
of the Lord said of Hm "Thou shalt
call H's nanme Jesus for He shall save
H s peopl e FROM THEI R SI NS* (Matthew
1:21).

Quite early in Hs mnistry, Christ
H nself said to Hs disciples, "Be ye
therefore perfect even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect” (Matthew
5:48).

Thi s nust nean SOVETH NG The
Savi or woul d never conmmand an
i npossibility. Here He definitely bids
us possess sone sort of "perfection" --
in fact a perfection in SOVE WAY |i ke
that of Cod the Father.



It is very wonderful and at first
sight it seems inpossible --
i nconprehensi ble. But THERE IS THE
COWAND. <11>

Peter, speaking by the Holy Spirit,
gives a very simlar exhortation: "But
LI KE as He which called you is holy, be
ye yourselves also holy in all manner of
living; because it is witten 'Ye shal
be holy, for I amholy' " (1_Peter 1:15).

We are then definitely commanded to
possess sone sort of "holiness" -- in
fact a holiness like that of Jesus
Chri st.

The witer of the Epistle to the
Hebrews shows how inmportant this is.
"Fol | ow peace," says he, "with all nen,
and hol i ness, W THOUT WH CH NO MAN CAN
SEE THE LORD' (Hebrews 12:14).

John tells us plainly that he is
witing his first Epistle so that its
readers "may not sin" (1_John 2:1).

May we very hunbly ask whether it
is presunption on our part to inquire
into the nmeaning of these words?

WHERE PRESUMPTI ON LI ES

It surely WOULD BE PRESUMPTION to
doubt the possibility of our carrying
out any command of Jesus Christ or the
Holy Spirit? Qught not every sincere
follower of the Lord Jesus to try to
di scover what these verses of Scripture
mean?

Are you | ooking for the Return of
Jesus Christ? Is that your hope? \Vell
nore than 1,900 years ago, John said,
"Everyone that hath this hope set on
Hm purifieth hinmself, EVEN AS HE | S
PURE" (1_John 3:3).

St . John expects to find in
Christians a purity sonehow |ike
Christ' s!

"Whosoever is begotten of God doeth
no sin... he cannot sin..." (1_John
3:9).

W have not referred to Paul's



decl arations on the sane subject.
"Reckon ye yourselves to be dead unto
<12> sin..." "sin shall NOT have
dom ni on over you" (Ronmans 6:11 and 14).

He tells us howit is done. "The
shield of faith wherewith ye shall be
able to quench ALL the fiery darts of
the Evil one" (Ephesians 6:16).

Do not our hearts burn within us at
the very THOUGHT of such a life as is
hel d out here?

Now what ever we may thi nk about
these words from Scripture -- whatever
our prejudices, whatever our past
failures -- however inpossible it al
seens -- we cannot deny the foll ow ng
facts. In the Bible -- God's Wrd: --

1. There is a perfection comuanded,
in sone way |like that of God the Father

2. There is a holiness enjoined
i ke that of God Hinself.

3. There is a purity offered, like
that of Jesus Christ.

4. There is a POSSIBILITY shown of
resisting every attack of the evil one.

The I'ife which such "perfection,"”
such holiness, such purity, and such
power woul d produce would surely be a
Victorious Life. Are we willing to study
the question further? W are absolutely
certain that God would not nock us by
conmandi ng an i npossi bl e standard, or by
of fering us sonething He is not able to
gi ve.

The question is NOT "Can _|I_ live a
Victorious Life?" (W all know what the
answer to that question is.) No! The
t hi ng which concerns ne, is just this:
"Can Jesus Christ MAKE ne holy -- KEEP
me holy --G VE ne Victory?" |If He can
-- shall we not get it? And then, shal
we not cry out with St.Paul -- in al
exultation and yet withal, in al
hum ity and adoration --

Thanks be unto God which giveth us
the VI CTORY through our Lord Jesus
Christ (1_Corinthians 15:57).
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CHAPTER THREE
GOD' S LOVE NEVER FAI LETH

VWhat is the Victorious Life? It is
the Iife of holiness, or the "perfect”
life which is so often referred to by
Paul in his Epistles.

Surely then the very first thing
for us to dois to find out just what is
commanded us, and promi sed us, in the
New Testament. Two very definite things
have been al ready spoken of -- HOLI NESS
and PERFECTI ON. What do these words
mean? And is "Holiness" the sane thing
as "Perfection?"

Now it is a very singular fact that
really devoted -- yet DEFEATED - -
Christians gladly aimat "holiness," but
are frightened of "perfection.” "There
is no such thing as 'perfection'" is a
common remark on the lips of Christian
people. Qur reply is, that our Lord
COMVANDED it, whatever it is.

"PERFECTI ON' HERE AND NOW

"Perfection," said a Professor of
Theol ogy, "is an unrealizable idea
towar ds whi ch we progress through al
eternity.” Yet Christ demands sone sort
of 'perfection” HERE and NOW If we are
really sincere we shall try to see what
the Savi or neans. "Be ye therefore
"perfect,'" said Christ.

"That's a bew | deri ng command, " was
t he conment made on this verse, by a
noder n preacher, "but when our Lord
adds, 'as your heavenly Father is
perfect' we are sinply staggered, and in
despair give up attenpting <14> to
obey!" Yet these added words are the key
to the solution of the difficulty! For
at once we can cut out all false ideas
of "perfection.™

HOWis our Heavenly Fat her
"perfect"? Surely in everything. But He
is GOD and we are MEN. He does not



command us to be 'perfect' as God. The
FATHER is "perfect" in absolute

sinl essness; in Majesty, in @ory, in
Power, in Wsdom Such "perfection"
cannot be attained by nortal man. In
what then are WE to be "perfect"? "Be
ye THEREFORE perfect." That word
"therefore" evidently refers to what has
been said just before. Wat is that?
Sinmply a command to be full of |ove.
Godl ess nmen love their friends: the
followers of Christ are to LOVE THEIR
ENEM ES as well. Qur Lord is conmandi ng
perfect LOVE. This thought came to ne
wi th overwhel m ng power. The Victorious
Life is sinply a life of PERFECT LOVE

QUR LORD S " NEW COMVANDMENT"

Towards the end of Hs earthly
life, our Lord said, "A new commuandnent
I AdVE unto you, that ye LOVE one
anot her; even AS | _HAVE LOVED YQU,
that ye also | ove one another. By this
shall all men know that ye are My
disciples, if ye have |love one to
anot her" (John 13:34). There is the
standard and there is the comand to
reach it.

As Christ loved -- that is the
standard; and that is perfect [ove. And
this is conmanded US. And St. Paul
rem nds us that "love" is the only thing
whi ch can enable us to obey God. "Love
is the fulfilling of the Law. " (Romans
13:10).

"The point is, can an inperfect man
or woman have 'perfect' |ove?" That was
t he openi ng sentence of an <15>
address on this subject. But surely that
is not the way to approach this
question? It is the bl essed Master \Wo
commands. It is not for me to cast even
t he shadow of a doubt on the possibility
of what He bids. But, do we not fee
constrained to cry out, like a seeker of
ol d, "How CAN these things be?" |Is there
such a thing as "perfect |ove?"

Assuredly there is. The Father's
love is "perfect." The | ove wherewith
Christ loved us is perfect. Human | ove
is inmperfect and always will be. But
does not the Bible say, "The |ove of CGod
hath been shed abroad in our hearts?"



(Romans 5:5). Wuld you believe it, if
you were told that this was the reason
why Jesus Christ revealed God the
Father? Yet it is so. W have Hi s own
words for it.

Qur Lord said, "I have nade known
unto them Thy name, and will nmake it
known" -- that includes you and nme --

"that the LOVE wherewith Thou | ovest M,
may be IN THEM and | in thent (John
17: 26).

THE SECRET -- "PERFECT LOVE"

Here, then, is the secret of it
all. "Perfect love" is surely possible,
but only possi bl e when Jesus Chri st
H nself -- God H nself W is |ove --
cones to dwell in our hearts.

St. John, the Apostle of love, told
us this long ago. "If we LOVE one
anot her God abideth INUS, and Hi s |ove
is perfected IN US' (1_John 4:12).

"We KNOW and have believed the |ove
whi ch God hath IN US. God is |ove: and
he that abideth in |ove, abideth in God,
and God abideth in him Herein is |ove
made PERFECT with us" (1_John 4:16-17).
It is, therefore, as clear as day, that
if we desire "perfect love," we CAN
<16> GCET IT by having Jesus Christ --
VWo is love -- filling our whol e being
Then, and then only, can we understand
t hat stupendous conparison of John
"because as He is, even so are VE in
this world" (ver.17).

No wonder St. Paul cried out
exultantly -- defiantly? -- "Wo shal
separate us fromthe | ove of God?"
(Romans 8:39). No wonder he bursts out
in triunphant faith, when he prays for
t he Ephesians "that Christ may dwell IN
YOUR HEARTS by faith; to the end that ye
bei ng rooted and grounded in LOVE, may
be strong to apprehend with all the
saints, what is the breadth, and | ength
and hei ght and depth, and to know t he
LOVE OF CHRI ST, which passeth know edge,
that ye may be filled unto all the
full ness of God" (Ephesians 3:17).

Before we go on to ask, not
doubtingly, but in a spirit of joyous



expectation, "HOWcan these things be?"
may we just answer the questions which
are in the mnds of sone. "And IS | ove
ALONE real ly enough?" "Does 'l ove

i ndeed banish sin fromny life?" "Does
"perfect love' nean 'holiness' ?"

To answer such questions, we need
only just | ook at that wonderful 13th
chapter of 1_Corinthians in order to
realize what Divine Love can work in us.

"Love suffereth long" -- it drives
away all inpatience.
"Love is kind" -- it |eaves room

for no unki ndness.

"Love envieth not" -- all jealousy
i s bani shed.

"Love vaunteth not itself" --
boasting and sel f-assertion di sappear

"I's not puffed-up" -- pride finds
no place in the heart.

"Does not behave itself unseem y"
-- folly goes.

"Seeketh not its owmn" -- "self" is
dead -- selfishness will be unknown.
"I's not provoked" -- anger and

wath will not be seen. <17>

"Taket h no account of evil" --
br oodi ng over so-called "wongs" will be
no nore. Malice and all uncharitabl eness
are not found in the heart.

"Beareth all things" --
conpl ai nings will never be heard.

"Hopeth all things" -- despair,
anxi ety, despondency go.

"LOVE NEVER FAI LETH. "

No wonder Paul adds, "When that

which is PERFECT is cone..." Wiat IS it
that is "Perfect?" -- why, just the |ove
of God -- shed abroad in our hearts.

If "perfect |ove" casts out this
great procession of sins, and fills our
entire being, we mght well cry out in



an ecstasy of thankful ness and delight,
"To ne to live is Christ" -- and Chri st
is love. If we have not done so before,
we nust surely set ourselves the task of
finding out how this great Possession
can be secured.

How can we get this Perfect Love --
and keep it?

@4
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CHAPTER FOUR
HOW SIN | S OVERCOVE

SIN I'S OVERCOMVE ONLY BY THE
| NDWELLI NG CHRI ST.

We have now been led into a very
definite position in Christian
experience. It cannot be doubted that
t he Bi bl e commands and expects sone
ki nd of "perfection,” some kind of
"hol i ness,” w thout which no man can see
the Lord.

But we long to see Hm W long to
know, not only about H m but to know
H M This holiness cannot possibly be
reached by man by his own efforts -- no,
nor by a man nerely "hel ped" by Cod.
"Al'l our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags" (Isaiah 64:6).

But we have seen that Jesus Chri st
has prom sed to cone and make Hi s abode
in our hearts: bringing Hs own "perfect
| ove" and pure holiness into our very
bei ng.

When "HE is our LIFE, " then we
i ndeed know HHM "And this is life
eternal, that they m ght know Thee, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom
Thou hast sent" (John 17:3). And Jesus
Christ is "perfect love." And perfect
| ove casteth out, not only fear, but al
sin.

Al this we have seen -- perhaps
for many years. Now it is easy enough to
wite such things, and -- in sone sort
of way -- believe such things. But we
want nore than that. The question is,



"How can I, a struggling sinner, though
saved by grace, get this 'perfect |ove'?
How can | get victory over all known
sin, and live the Victorious Life?"

<19>

WHAT GOD CAN DO

Cod gives great and open sinners
instant victory over great and open
sins, and rescues such nmen fromthe
clutches of such sins. W want to know
how WE can get instantaneous deliverance
fromlittle sins (so-called). The Loving
Savior and Al m ghty Redeener CAN do it,
we know -- BUT howis it done?

This is the nost nmonent ous question
any Christian man can ask. Mbst
Christians have made many and frequent
attenpts to get victory over sin: and
nmost of them have failed in the attenpt.
The great majority of believers reach a
certain level in Christian experience,
and then gradually slip back to | ower
levels. Wiy is this? Is it not probably
because their method of attenpt was
wr ong?

This is such an inportant matter
that we hope the reader will patiently
examne the following criticisns. W say
"patiently," because so much will be
said which cuts right across the usua
advice given to seekers after
sanctification. The witer knows full
wel I what he is tal king about. He has
hi nsel f sadly trodden all the paths
descri bed, and has tasted both their
joys and their sorrows. And today as he
| ooks back, he realizes why they failed
to lead himinto the Victorious Life.

THE POPULAR WAY

Fi ght your tenptations. You have
accepted Jesus Christ as your persona
Savior, yet you find your sinfu
passions still remain, and often break
out into actual sin. You want victory
over those tenptations, for tenpted we
al ways shall be here on earth. Very well
-- make a victorious struggle (by God' s
hel p, or course) against these evil
passi ons and desires, and in this way
overcone them <20>



This idea appeals to us, and seens
so good and wi se. And God does indeed
hel p us to conquer after a determ ned
fight -- if our will-power |asts out.
The witer has tried it (who has not?),
and has often at |ength gained a
victory. But again, he has often tried
it only to fail mserably after a
struggl e: because Satan is stronger than
man!

The popul ar way is a doubtful way!
VWere can you find anything in the Bible
to support us in the belief that we are
to fight or to struggle w th TEMPTATI ON?
W are told to "flee"” fromsin, from
yout hful lusts, fromidolatry, and such
like. Are we ever told to fight
TEMPTATI ON?

If so, where? It is true that St
Paul exhorts us to "fight the good
fight" -- hut he hastens to add "of
faith.” Now a "fight of faith" cannot
be a struggle. It is true that Janes
said, "Resist the devil" (James 4:7).
How? Wth your hands? Surely not. "Whom
resist, steadfast in the faith" (1_Peter
5:9).

We are to "STAND, " not struggle.
"Havi ng done all things, stand."” The
shield of FAITH is able to quench al
the fiery darts of the evil one
(Ephesians 6). "Faith does not hing;
faith lets God do it all."

JESUS CHRI ST HAS VON

the victory for us. "I live," says Paul
"yet not |, Christ LIVETHIN ME." "Ye
are of God," says John, "and have
overcone them" How? Why? "Because
greater is HE that is IN YQU, than he
that is in the world" (1_John 4:4). So
we cone back to the sonme thene: The
secret of Victory is the Indwelling-
Christ. Victory is in trusting, not in
trying. "This is the Victory that
overconeth the world" -- and SIN --
"even our faith" (1_John 5:4). <21>

A man who tries by strenuous effort
to resist or struggle against sin till
it is frequently conquered, is said to
be "growing in grace." Yet all growth
takes place without effort. "No nan by



t aki ng thought can add one cubit to his
stature," said our Lord. And this is
true of our spiritual stature.

THEORY AND PRACTI CE

How is growth secured? Air, food
and exercise insure growth when there is
life. If our spiritual life is sustained
by the Holy Spirit, within and around
us; if it is nourished by Jesus Chri st
H nself "the bread of God" (John 6:33),
it wll exercise itself in "good works,"
and there will be "growth." There is a
wondrous "growth in grace" -- but there
is no growh into grace. Sin hinders
this growth, and STRUGGE.I NG agai nst sin
cannot hel p the grow h.

Now, this is all theoretical. How
does it work out in practice? The witer
heard a sernmon recently on our Lord's
conmand, "Be ye therefore perfect."” The
preacher was a nman of holy and hunble
heart. The gi st of the address was that
perfection was a thing we were to aim at
but never reach. But we could get nearer
and nearer to the goal. How? By tackling
one sin at a time, subdue it, suppress
it. Then another sin was to be
resolutely dealt with until at |ast,
some day, all our sins would be
mastered. W were told that a piano
could not be tuned all at once -- a note
at a tinme was taken

Very well. Have you ever known such
a nethod to succeed? Sinis sin, and al
"sins" have their root in SINin the
heart. Sin has been conquered by Christ.
Are we to spend our time cutting off
branches, or are we to <22> destroy
the root of the tree? If Jesus Christ is
not able to conquer any known sin in nme
today, will He be stronger in five
months' -- or five years' -- tinme? After
all is said and done, | can do not hi ng
of nyself in the matter. It is Jesus
Christ Hinself Wo gives the victory.
Al I can do is to look to Christ in
faith and et H M overcone for ne.

AN | LLUSTRATI ON WTH A PO NT
A pi ck-pocket once strolled into a

rescue mssion -- so the story goes --
and was converted. He saw in Chri st



pardon for his sins and power agai nst
them Rejoicing in a newlife, he went
on his way planning for the future. "In
nmy unregenerate days,"” said he to
hinself, "I used to pick quite twenty
pockets a day. But now |l ama Christian
man, and | know that to pick pockets is
to sin. So |l nmust give it up --
gradual Iy, of course. Tonorrow I'l|l nake
a start and for the rest of this nonth
by striving and struggling against this
sin, I'lIl cut it down to five a day --
for I"'ma Christian man now. By the end
of the year by constant endeavor (and
the help of God) | hope to give up

pi cki ng pockets altogether."

Do you believe that story? The
witer does not. But have we not al
been guilty of this very thing in our
dealings with bad tenper, pride,
irritability, jealousy, unlove? W
expect a pick-pocket, or a drunkard, or
a ganbler to give up his sin once for
all -- the very noment of his
conversion. We tell him-- and tell him
truly -- that Christ is able to give him
conplete and instant victory. Is God
unable to give us a simlar victory over
what we deemto be | esser sins? He is
able to make us "nore than conquerors.”
<23>

Victory over sinis a gift of CGod
and not a growth. Paul recognized this.
He did not say, "Thanks be unto Cod,
whi ch gives us a gradual victory," but
"giveth us the victory through Jesus
Christ our Lord" (1_Corinthians 15:57).
There is no such thing as a gradua
victory over sin -- although we may
think there is. God's gifts are perfect.
The fact is, He gives us Jesus Chri st
H nself to dwell in our hearts by faith.
And Jesus Christ keeps us. "He is able
to keep us fromstunbling" (Jude 24).
"We know t hat whosoever is born of God
sinneth not," says the Holy Spirit --
and He gives the reason -- "for He that
is begotten of God (Jesus Christ)
KEEPETH him and that w cked one
toucheth himnot" (1_John 5:18). Can we
trust Christ to do it?

An old colored man in Anerica saw
this truth -- that is, the wonderfu
power of the indwelling Christ, and his



life becanme incarnate joy. "So, Sam
you' ve got the mastery of the devil,
they tell nme?" said a scoffing white
man. "No, sah!" replied Sam "But |'ve
got de MASTER of de devil." And is not
this what we all want?
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CHAPTER FI VE
NONE CAN | M TATE CHRI ST

NOT THE | M TATI ON OF CHRI ST BUT H S
| NDWELLI NG PRESENCE | S THE REAL SECRET
OF CONSTANT TRI UVPH

Have we grasped the fact that the
Victorious Life is not secured
GRADUALLY, nor by effort and striving on
our part? W know that a partial
self-control can be obtained and IS
obtained for a tine by men who give no
t hought to pleasing God. An athlete will
"flee youthful lusts" and to a great
degree "keep hinself unspotted fromthe
worl d" sinmply to gain Victory in the
worl d of sport. A business man or a
shop-assistant will "control"™ his tenper
merely to secure orders, or keep a
situation. A society lady will remain
"sweet" even if you ruin her snartest
dress by upsetting your tea over it. A
Christian man may "school" hinself in
the sane manner -- but this is not
necessarily the Victorious Life.

Do not mi sunderstand ne. There IS a
fight -- and a strenuous fight --
against a world of sin. But to fight
against sin IN THE HEART is to m strust
Christ and is sure of failure in the
l ong run. What then CAN we do to get
this Victorious Life? Many of us have
tried the I MTATION OF CHRI ST

W may call this

THE PROM SI NG WAY

because it | ooks so attractive and
right; and so likely to succeed. Surely
it is asplendidthing toimtate <25>
Christ. But can you do it? "Ch, well,"
you reply, "I can try." As a matter of
fact, no one ever lived who imtated



Christ. It cannot be done. Nor are we
told to attenpt it.

CHRI ST OQUR LI FE

One of the world s nmasterpieces of
religious literature is called THE
| M TATI ON OF CHRI ST. Most of us know it
well. It is, indeed, a delightful book
and has hel ped countl ess thousands --
but not to imtate Christ! John Newt on
t he bl asphem ng sl ave raider, was led to
Christ by reading this book. Read it
again, for your soul's good, and you
will notice that from beginning to end
there is nothing about imtating Christ.
It is full of hel pful counsels and
advi ce, of neditations, and prayers and
exhortations. The title well mght be
THE APPROPRI ATI ON OF CHRI ST, or THE
ABSORPTI ON OF CHRI ST.

Christ is to be nore than an
exanple -- He is OUR LI FE. Sonmeone has
gone so far as to have declared that the
"idea of imtating Christ is a hoax of
the devil"! And he is really right in
his strong assertion, For although no
harm but only good, can cone from
attenpting to imtate the Lord Jesus
failure is certain to be the result.
Good is always the eneny of "best." W
know how hopeless it is to try to
imtate the holy men and wonen whose
friendship we val ue. How much nore
difficult it would be to imtate Christ!

THE BI BLE ON | M TATORS

But we nust not rely upon human
opi ni ons. What does the Bible say about
this question? Has it ever struck you
that nowhere in the New Testanent are we
told to be like Jesus Christ -- or to
strive to be like Hm-- or to pray that
we may be like Hin? Is it not so? <26>
This is very startling. The nearest
approach you get to such an idea is
found in Romans 8:29, "Wwom He foreknew
He al so fore-ordained to be conforned to
the image of His Son." In his wonderfu
commentary on the Epistle to the Ronmans,
Dr. Moule, the |ate Bishop of Durham
says, "The G eek here is literally
"conforned ones of the inmage' -- as if
their simlitude nade them PART of what
they resenbl ed.”



Paul al so says, "Ye becane
imtators of us, and of the Lord"
(1_Thessal onians 1:6). But in what way?
In the matter of being afflicted for the
Cospel 's sake. The servant is not above
his Lord. If the world persecuted
Christ, it will persecute us.

The sane idea is brought out in
1 Peter 2:21. "For even hereunto were ye
cal  ed: because Christ also suffered for
you, |eaving you an exanple that ye
should follow H's steps"” -- i.e., in
suffering patiently (even though He was
sinless) the contradiction of sinners
agai nst Hionmself. "But," you ask, "does
not St. Paul tell us to be "imtators
of God?" Yes, but always and only in
this matter of showi ng a forgiving
spirit. (See Ephesians 4:32 and 5:1.) W
may and can and should imtate sone acts
of Jesus Christ -- but toimtate HHMis
i npossi bl e. And, noreover, when we think
we are "imtating" Hm it is inreality
Christ Hionself working IN US. One day we
SHALL BE like H m-- but not by any
attenpt at imtation on our part. "Wen
He shall appear we shall be LIKE H mfor
we shall see Hmas He is" (1_John
3:2).

CHRI ST I N QUR HEARTS

There would be little harmin
trying to imtate Christ, if such an
endeavor did not hide fromus what our
Lord really desires; and so keep us back
from"life <27> nore abundant." He
wants to cone Hinself into our lives, to
dwell in our hearts and live Hs life in
us. What a wonderful thing this is! W
shoul d despair if Christ sinply left us
an exanple to "follow' or "imtate."

But He says He will cone and dwel |
in our hearts by faith. Surely this is
much better than having Christ as ny
hel per, or than getting "power" from
Christ. Paul sunms up this great
privilege in a sentence. "For," says he,
"it is God which worketh IN YOU both to
will and to work, for H s good pl easure”
(Philippians 2:13). The word means <work
mghtily, effectively." Renmenber it is
not an "influence" or a "spiritua
force" -- it is God Hnself dwelling in



the heart of the believer.

We are sonetines urged to "possess
our possessions,” but we would rather
invite all true believers to possess
their POSSESSOR -- Jesus Christ Hinself,
"Who is all and in you all."” In fact,
the word "imtate" really nmeans "a goi ng
into." In this sense there is imtation
i ndeed: for we enter into Christ, and
Christ enters into us. So that we can
say with Paul, "For me to live is
Christ” (Philippians 1:21); "Christ Wo
is our life" (Col ossians 3:4).

W nust renmenber that Christ IS
already in the heart of every believer.
But unl ess He has FULL possession, and
FULL control, we cannot have Victory.

Forgive a honely illustration which
the witer used in speaking to |lads. He
asked the question, "Wuld you like to
play football as well as B---?" (a
cel ebrated professional center-forward).

"Yes, sir," "Well, it's quite sinple --
imtate him" "W can't doit, sir."”
"But if | could endow you with all the
strength of B---, would you not play as
well?" "No, sir, for we should stil
lack his skill." "But suppose that wth
his <28> strength I could al so inpart
his mind -- the mnd which controls and
gui des his play and which gives himhis
skill?" "Then we'd play as well as he,"

they broke in. Now, that is just what
our Lord wi shes to do for every one of
H s children. He does not say, "lImtate
Me." But He does say, "Let Me come into
your very being and think IN you good

t houghts; and work I N you, and enabl e
you to put those thoughts into deeds.™

"Ye shall be endued with power form
on high." Yes, but that very Power is
the Holy Spirit of God Hi nself. "Wo
shall be IN you," says Christ. So that
St. Paul boldly says, "W have the m nd
of Christ” (1 _Corinthians 2:16). But if
we have the mind of Christ in us, and
"Power fromon high" to fulfill the
pur poses of that mnd, "Holiness"
beconmes, not second nature, but our very
life.

KNOW NG AND DA NG



You may be saying to yourself,
"There is nothing newin this." No,
i ndeed; but have you acted upon it? For
years the witer read all these things
in the Bible and believed them-- yes,
and spoke about themin addresses. Then
canme a day when he resolutely faced his
failure to conquer so many "little" sins
-- these sad betrayals of his Lord and
Savior. Was there no "better thing" than
this in store? Again he knelt and
surrendered hinself fully to Christ and
in sinple faith clained Jesus Christ as
his indwelling Savior. Then he rose from
his knees and took it for granted that
the Lord Jesus Christ was filling his
entire life. That is, he sinply BELI EVED
God's Word.

VWhat a wonderful consciousness of
H s Presence was secured. Christ is no
| onger sinmply One Who inhabiteth
eternity -- Sonmeone to Wiomto turn in
times of difficulty; <29> no |onger
Sonmeone Who cones to one's aid and hel ps
fromw thout. He has conme to nake Hi s
abode in the whole heart -- taking ful
possessi on of ny very being; body, sou
and spirit. So that the first thought in
the nmorning and the frequent
recol l ection during the day is just
this: "To ne to live is Christ."

Alittle girl once heard such
teaching from God's Holy Wrd, and
hurried hone with joyful heart. Her
not her, on entering the house, heard the
child' s voice in the dining-room "Lord
Jesus," said she, "they tell ne You are
willing to cone and dwell in ny heart.
Forgive me all ny sins. Make ny heart
clean. And now, Lord Jesus, cone into
the WHOLE of ny heart." Then the child
stood up and | ooking up to heaven said
simply, "He's IN"

C eansi ng, Surrender; Faith.

It is as sinple as that. Yet the
very "Power which raised Jesus Chri st
fromthe dead"” is involved in it
(Ephesi ans 1:19-20). "Power from on
hi gh. "
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CHAPTER SI X
HOW TO ENTER I N

HOW TO BE WHOLLY POSSESSED BY CHRI ST AND
THUS ENTER | NTO AND ENJOY THE LI FE OF
HCOLI NESS

If, then, we are unable to becone
holy by struggling agai nst our sins; and
if we cannot imtate Christ so as to
becorme |like Hm what hope is left us?

Hope? The writer soon discovered
that there was not only no hope, but
m serable failure in struggling and
trying to "imtate.'

THE QUEST FOR GOD' S PRESENCE

But there came a bright star on his
spiritual horizon. It was hailed with
all the joy of the wise nmen of old when
they "saw the star." Surely this
wondrous light would |l ead himinto the
very presence of the Lord -- and there
he would find victory? Alittle book was
given himby a fell owworker. It was
cal l ed, THE PRACTI CE OF THE PRESENCE OF
GOD, by Brother Lawence. It nmade a
profound inpression on his life.

Br ot her Lawence found that books
of devotion and religious "exercises"
did not help him-- but were rather
hi ndrances to his spiritual life, so he
set hinself to work to secure at al
times a sense of God's presence. He
endeavored always to walk as in the
presence of God. The result was a
communi on with God so close and
uninterrupted that set times of prayer
were not different <31> from other
times. "The tinme of business,"” said he,
"does not with ne differ fromthe tine
of prayer; and in the noise and clatter
of my kitchen, while several persons are
at the sane tine calling for different
things, | POSSESS GOD in as great
tranquility as if | were on nmy knees at
the Bl essed Sacranent.”

Now, is not that the spirit we
want? "I n Thy presence is fullness of
joy," says the Psal m st (Psalm 16:11).
But is this the Victorious Life? It



certainly seemed so to Brother Law ence.

The bookl et was inspiring. Never
before had the witer experienced such a
wonder ful uplift of soul: such an
i nspiration for service

Not only the know edge that "Thou,
CGod, seest ne," but the habitual
consci ousness, "I amnow in the very
presence of God." The mind went back to
Zacharias in the Tenple and the words of
the Archangel, "I am Gabriel, that stand
in the presence of God" (Luke 1:19). Ah!
that's the thought. Hs feet may tread
the tenple courts, but he never forgets
that he stands in the very presence of
God. "Take heed,"” said the Lord Jesus
Christ, "that ye despise not one of
these little ones ... for their angels
do al ways BEHOLD THE FACE OF MY FATHER
which is in heaven."

IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD

That, then, is the secret of the
angel s' service -- they are always
consci ous of being in the presence of
CGod. Was it not so with Elijah? When he
suddenly energes from obscurity and
springs into our view he cries, "As the
Lord God of Israel l|iveth before Wom |
STAND! " (1 _Kings 17:1; 18:5). \Wen he
refused "to stand" in the presence of
God, he begged that he m ght die; and
<32> Cod could not use himagain till
he "stood" once nore in H's presence.
"Go forth," said God to the despondent
prophet, "and STAND upon the nount
before the Lord" (1_Kings 19:11). But he
hid in the cave. Then canme w nd, and
eart hquake and fire -- but all in vain.
They did not drive himforth fromhis
hi di ng-pl ace from God. After the fire
there was a sound of gentle stillness
(ver.12, RV, marg.). Did the prophet
fear that God had deserted hin? Had Cod
departed? Elijah wapped his face in his
mantl e and went out and STOOD in the
entering in of the cave. Once nore he
"stands" before God, and God coul d speak
to himand use him

Yes. Al this is Scriptural. Oh,
what resources of help and strength and
confort lie in this thought, "I... stand
in the presence of CGod." Wen sone



unwel cone duty, sone unpl easant task, or
some "big thing" had to be faced the
writer has again and again steadied

hi nsel f, nerved hinself by quietly
repeating the words, "l... stand in the
presence of CGod."

WHAT OUR LORD DESI RES

W thank God with unfeigned
gratitude for this help by the way. But
it is not the Victorious Life. A HEATHEN
may use such hel p.

During the war a troopship was
torpedoed in the Mediterranean and was
fast sinking. A British soldier in great
terror hurried hither and thither
bewi | dered. A Hi ndu put his hand on the
shoul der of the terrified man and
poi nting upward said, "Johnnie" (their
equi val ent of Tomy); "God!" And this
steadi ed the | ad. Hel pful; but not
sufficient. It may be the source of
strength for angels, and for saints
BEFORE THE DAY OF PENTECOST. But we need
somet hing nore than this. <33>

And the Lord Jesus has prom sed us
this "something nore."

I's, then, the Way of the Presence
right or wong? Surely it is right as
far as it goes. No one will ever know
what a help the witer found it. After
all, we are "IN Christ” and to rem nd
oursel ves of H's presence around us --
near us -- must be hel pful

THE CHRI ST DWELLI NG W THI N

But our Lord's great desire is that
we shall realize Hi s presence wthin us.
He tried to get His disciples to believe
(and to know) that the Father was in H m
and He in the Father (John 10:38). That
He could do nothing of Hinself -- but
that the Father was working in and
t hrough H m (John 5:19,30). And that in
the sane way we are sent by H m That
wi t hout Christ we can do nothing -- but
He would cone and dwell I N us and work
in and through us. Christ Jesus says
this with the utnost plainness.

"As Thou hast sent Me into the
world," says our Lord in H's prayer,



"even so have | also sent them' -- the
apostles (John 17:18). "At that day,"
(Pentecost) said CHrist, "Ye shall KNOW
that 1 amin My Father, and ye in M,
and | IN YOU' (John 14:20).

How can we get this Indwelling of
Christ? And how know we have Hi m and
thus "know H m and the power of H s
Resurrection"? How did Brother Law ence
get his blessing? How did he keep it? He
just surrendered hinself entirely to
God. Wthout such surrender one cannot
really practice the presence of God. "I
know," said he, "that for the right
practice of it, the heart nust be enpty
of all other things; because God wil |
possess the heart ALONE. And as He
cannot possess it alone <34> wthout
enptying it of all besides, so neither
can He act there and do in it what he
pl eases unless it be left vacant to
Hm"

This was his Prayer: "My God, here
| am all devoted to Thee. Lord, make ne
according to Thy heart."

And what was the result? He had
such a joy in God that for 30 years his
soul was so el ated and exultant that he
had to repress his raptures so as to
hi nder them appearing outwardly.

"Were | a preacher,” he used to
say, "I should above all other things
preach the practice of the presence of
God: so necessary do | think it and so
easy too."

But one does not fully appropriate
that life nmerely by accepting Christ as
the Savior fromthe guilt of sin. Mny
sincere Christians are |living defeated
lives. Their sinful passions -- yes, and
sinful desires -- are not entirely gone.
So there is failure, and such lives are
little different fromthose of the
wor | dl i ngs around them

There nust be an entire surrender
of self -- a real yearning desire to be
free fromall known sin: a looking to
Jesus Christ by faith to destroy sin in
us; and a taking of Christ to be our
whole life -- literally our life.



"You will never have the Victorious
Life," said WIbur Chapman, "until Jesus
Christ has all there is of you --
never!" When He cones and takes entire
possessi on of our being, He brings the
Victorious Life, and we can say, "I
live, and yet no longer |, but Christ
l[iveth in nme."

VWhen He possesses us wholly, then
we shall be holy. Are we willing to take
the step? Are we willing to put
oursel ves unreservedly into H' s hands?

To do so is to secure Heaven on
eart h!
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CHAPTER SEVEN
BURI ED W TH CHRI ST

VWHAT |'T MEANS TO BE BAPTI ZED | NTO CHRI ST
JESUS

"One of the bitterest noments of ny
life," said a mssionary recently, "was
when an earnest young Buddhi st boy said
tone, 'l want to believe in Christ, but
| have never seen Hmin those who
profess Hm How can | believe in
sonmeone Whom | have not seen?'™

Whul d that | ad have spoken in the
same way had he known us? At all costs
we nust have the fullness of the
i ndwel I'i ng Chri st.

THE HOLY SPIRI T' S CH EF WORK

The chief work of the Holy Spirit
is to reveal Christ. How often we have
prayed, "O God fill us with Thy Holy
Spirit." W hear the prayer again and
again at prayer neetings with little
apparent result. Wy is it? Is God to
bl ane? Are VW to bl ane?

"He shall glorify Mg " said Christ,
"for He shall receive of Mne and show
it unto you." So then it is the work of
the Holy Spirit to see that Christ is
"fornmed within" us (Galatians 4:19). If
then God answers our prayer and fills us



with Hs Holy Spirit, we shall indeed be
wonderful Iy consci ous of the indwelling
Christ. So will others be!

Now [ et the witer confess that he
has often spoken about this doctrine and
has read the CGospel and Epistles <36>
of St. John again and again w thout
really appropriating this indwelling of
Christ. The Lord Jesus has been w thin
the heart for many years, "for if any
have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of His" (Romans 8:9). But the Lord
Jesus was not filling the WHOLE heart.
There nust be many believers in a like
condition. Many have told nme by letter
and |ip how they have agoni zed for this
Victorious Life for 20, 30, even 40
years, without getting it. "For years |
have agoni zed for this," wote a
clergyman to nme. "Wiat a difference it
woul d make to nmy ministry! Wiat a
bl essing it would prove to ny peopl el
Tell me how |l can get it." How then can
this fullness of blessing be secured?
Only by letting Jesus Christ do what al
our strugglings and strivings have
failed to do.

W& cannot overcone any sin by
TRYING to do so. Christ only has
conquered sin. He conquered it not for
H nself -- the devil had nothing in H m
He conquered it for you -- for nel He
doesn't ask ne to do what He has al ready
done. He DCES ask ne to enter into H's
victory. W cannot grow by trying to
grow. W cannot grow in grace by trying
to growin grace. It is all of Christ.
How?

A DI VI NE SECRET REVEALED

St. Paul says that there was a
great secret hidden fromage to age, but
which it pleased God to reveal to him
VWat is it? "Christ IN YQU the hope of
gl ory" (Col ossians 1:27). "God was
pl eased to make known what is the riches
of the glory of this nystery" -- that He
"may present every man perfect in Christ
Jesus" (Col ossians 1:28). Heathen
religions have tried to bring their gods
down to man -- with the passions and
vices of humanity! Qur <37> Lord cane
H nsel f and lived as a man: Emmanuel
"God with us"! Isn't it a stupendous



t hought that the high and | ofty One that
i nhabits eternity, Wiose Nanme is HOY,
should dwell not only in the high and
holy place, but also "with himthat is
of a contrite and hunble spirit -- to
revive [give new life to] the hunble"?
(I saiah 57:15). Christ cane to take us
into Hnself, and He Hinself cones into
us. He the Head; we H s body. He the
Vine: we the branches. Thus Hs life is
I N US.

This is the "overcoming life," the
life nore abundant, the Victorious Life.
How do Christians cone to understand how
to enter in? Many, like the witer
hi nsel f, found the "secret" entrance
t hrough careful and prayerful study of
Romans 6:3-11. "Are ye ignorant that al
we who are baptized into Christ
Jesus...?" VWat is it to be baptized
into Christ Jesus? Again and again Pau
rem nds believers that they are "in
Christ" -- that they have "put on
Christ." \Wen does this happen? It takes
pl ace the nonment a man, wonman or child
accepts Jesus Christ as Savior. Wter
baptismis a rite ordai ned by Christ
whi ch expresses baptisminto Jesus
Chri st.

WHEN CHRI ST | S RECEI VED

This newlife -- the life from
above, the regenerate life -- is a
mraculous life, and it is the result of
our being taken into Christ. The instant
we received Christ as Savior, we were
made part of Hm In Paul's day, a man
was apparently baptized i medi ately he
believed in Christ. So Paul takes
baptismto illustrate or even prove the
fact that a believer is taken into
Christ. We are made "nenbers" of Chri st
-- a part of Hs body. So that Christ's
life beconmes our life, and we can say,
<38> "Christ W is our life"

(Col ossians 3:4). Get hold of this
truth.

An old lady who, late in life,
accepted Christ as her Savior, was
al ways praising God and tal ki ng about
her Savior. One day a friend said, "You
seem pretty confident about this Savior
of yours! | wouldn't be too sure about
it, if I were you. Suppose the Lord



should let you slip through H's
fingers?" "But," said the old |ady,

"I amone of his fingers." Now she was
perfectly right -- she was indeed a
menber of Christ. W dare not say such a
thing if it were not openly told us in
Scripture.

It is all too wonderful for words.
I, a poor sinner saved by grace, have
been made a nenber of the Lord Jesus
Christ Hinself.

"I hope,"” said a critic of an
address on this subject by the witer,
"I hope the speaker is not maki ng out
that we are all little gods!"™ Far from
it. But we do "nake out" that we have a
great God living in us and maki ng us
nmenbers of Hi nself

BAPTI ZED | NTO CHRI ST

"Are ye ignorant that all we who
were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into H s death?" Are we
"ignorant” as to what this nmeans? Here,
again, the witer must plead guilty of
failing for years to grasp the inport of
t hese words.

"In Adamall die" -- yes, we are
consci ous enough of that -- "who is a
figure of Hmthat was to cone" (Romans
5:14). This surely means that we nust in
some way share the death of Christ?
Every believer went to death with Chri st
on the Cross. "I have been crucified
with Christ," says Paul. <39>

"W were buried, therefore, with
H m t hrough baptisminto death" (Romans
6:4). St. Paul is thinking of baptism by
imersion. This is a synbol of burial
(whi ch neans A PREVI QUS DEATH). As the
bel i ever went right under the water, he
realized that he was dead and buri ed.
Dead as regards the old life -- dead to
sin. Sin has no power over a dead man
No "dom nion" over him "For he that is
dead is freed fromsin. ... Reckon ye
yoursel ves to be dead i ndeed unto sin..
Sin shall not have dom nion over you"
(Romans 6:7).

But death could not "hold" Christ,
nor can it hold us, if we are in Christ.



After death and burial -- what? "That
like as Christ was raised fromthe dead
t hrough the glory of the Father, so we
al so mght walk in newness of life"
(Romans 6:4). Jesus Christ did not raise
H nself: God raised Hm Over and over
again we are told this: God raised Hm
fromthe dead. And all the m ghty power
whi ch God exercised in raising Christ
fromthe dead is at our disposal. And to
think that we should for a nonent

i magi ne that our feeble struggles are

al so needed!

St. Paul |onged that believers in
his day should realize this. He prays
for themthat "having the eyes of your
heart enlightened, ye may know what is
the hope of His calling, what the riches
of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints, and what the exceedi ng greatness
of Hs PONER TO US- WARD who bel i eve. "
VWhat power? "According to the working of
the strength of Hi s mght which He
wrought in Christ when He raised H m
fromthe dead" (Ephesians 1:18). THAT
PONER GOD OFFERS YOU.

A G FT TO BE TAKEN

Isn't it wonderful ? Can we grasp
it? Paul, seeing the stupendous nature

of this gift, cries, "I count all <40>
things but refuse, that I may gain
Christ: ...that I may know Hm and the

power of His resurrection” (Philippians
3:8,10). This mghty power in Christ is
a gift to be "gained" by the renoval of
all hindrances.

How can we "know Hi m and the power
of His resurrection"? Sinply by being
buried with Christ -- being dead unto
sin. That is, not only claimng
forgiveness of our sins, but by God's
hel p renouncing the world, the flesh and
the devil -- by forsaking all sin -- and
then looking to God in faith to raise us
up to walk in newness of life.

Try to understand what death and
resurrection neant to our Lord. There He
is perfect God and perfect man nailed to
the Cross. The sins of the world canme
upon Hm God cannot die, nor can He
remain in contact with sin. So the
Spirit of God in the perfect man "Jesus”



forsook that body of clay. He "vyiel ded
up His spirit". And a dead MAN hangs
upon the Cross. That perfect body is
buried; and on the third day CGod raised
H mfromthe dead. Wiat happened? The
Spirit of Christ came back into that
dead human body and Chri st Jesus rose
again -- once nore perfect God and
perfect man.

That is what God wi shes to do for
every man. When we can indeed "reckon
ourselves to be dead unto sin" and
"buried with H m by baptisminto death";
then we can look to Christ TO PUT H S
SPIRIT INTO US and to raise us up "to
wal k in newness of life." Then "our
life" is no longer ours but is the
Christ-Life. Not an imtation of Christ,
but Christ Hinself dwelling in our
hearts by faith. Then we can hunbly say
with Paul, "I have been crucified with
Christ, yet | live, and yet no | onger
I, but Christ liveth in nme" (Galatians
2:20). <41>

VWhat a glorious privilege! Wiat a
trenmendous responsibility! "It pleased
CGod to reveal His Son IN ne"! (Gal ati ans
1:16).

WHEN SELF |'S DEAD

Is all this difficult to
understand? It is all there on the page
of Scripture. But praise be to CGod, it
is not necessary for us to understand
HOW God works -- but just to believe
that He will (and does) performthis
work in us.

The question is just this: Am|
willing to give up all known sin and to
put nyself absolutely at the disposal of
the Savior? -- nyself, ny talents, ny
possessi ons, ny work, my future? Aml
willing to surrender nyself entirely to
H n? Dr. WIbur Chapnman for sone tine
hesitated to trust his future career to
Christ, although he was then a noted
m ssioner. Dr. Meyer said, "Are you
willing to be made willing?" Dr. Chapnan
told Christ he was WLLING TO BE MADE
WLLING At once every difficulty was
renoved. Yes, we nust even surrender our
surrender to Christ. Qur Lord did not
crucify Hnmself -- nor bury Hinself --



nor can we crucify ourselves. But when
we have emptied ourselves of "self,"
Christ will crucify us -- and will
"raise us up to walk in newness of
life." The Cross for you and nme is just
I (self) crossed out.

The surrender nust be absol ute and
entire. You renenber the story of the
goddess who, w shing to make her child
Achilles immortal, di pped hi mbeneath
the waters of the river Styx. She
succeeded with the exception of his
ankl es, by which she held him thus
preventing the water fromlaving that
spot. Hi s ankles were vul nerabl e and
t here he becane nortally wounded. That
fable has a noral truth. <42>

There nust be no part of us left
unsurrendered in our burial with Christ
t hr ough bapti sm unto deat h.

VWhen Satan sees a nman accept Chri st
as his Savior, he tries his |level best
to keep his hand upon sone small part of
him He wants to have just a LITTLE
control over us, so that he can bring
about our downfall. He knows that if he
can prevent full surrender, he will also
prevent a Victorious Life.

HOW TO BE FI LLED

A man "full of the Holy Spirit" is
a mghty power -- which power al nost
vani shes when even a little of our
surrender is withdrawn. That power is
al so i npossible when a little of our
surrender to Christ is withheld. But if
with "full and glad surrender” we yield
ourselves to our blessed Master, He wll
come and fill us wholly with H s Divine
Pr esence.

Can we trust our all to Hm so
that He may becone "all in all" to us?
"Jesus Christ is the Savior of ALL the
life as well as the Savior of every
life."

@8
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SURRENDER ALL TO CHRI ST

WHAT " ABSOLUTELY SURRENDERED TO GCD"
REALLY MEANS, AND THE RESULTS THAT
FOLLOW TH S ATTI TUDE OF FAI TH

W have agai n and agai n decl ared
t hat before anyone can enter into the
Victorious Life, two things are
necessary -- surrender and faith: man's
part and God's part.

First of all, we nmust be willing to
give up all known sin and all self-wll
and surrender ourselves entirely into
God's hands. Then we nust in faith | ook
to God to sanctify us. So the entrance
in my be sumed up in two sinple
nott oes:

LET GO AND LET GOD

Now it is extraordinary how
difficult it is to make people
under stand what "surrender" is. And when
they DO understand, it is still nore
difficult to persuade themthat it is
for their good!

The witer sent a business letter
to a Christian friend a week ago and in
it put this question: "My | ask if you
are entirely surrendered to Christ?" He
called round the followi ng day. He had
just taken of fense because of the
conduct of a fellow Christian (who had
been both courteous and right -- but

firm.

Irritation, censure and di vergence
fromthe truth were all exhibited in
five mnutes. Then as he left the room
he turned and said in a surprised tone,
"By the way, <44> what did you nean by
that hint in your letter that | am not
entirely surrendered to God? | AM
entirely surrendered to Hm" It was
qui te obvious that he knew little about
surrender. Yet he seened perfectly
satisfied with hinself.

WHAT SURRENDER MEANS

Many readers of this paper may be
equal ly satisfied. But many, we know,
are yearning for a victory they do not
possess, although they have sought it



for many years. WII| you exam ne your
surrender? \Wat does it nean? If we w sh
to be entirely yielded up to Christ, we
must | eave three things with Hm the
Past, the Future and the Present.

This invol ves the surrender of SELF
-- not nerely of things. "Surrender your
very selves unto God" (Romans 6: 13,
Weynouth). A cleric in the USA once
said, "Do you know that Canpbell Morgan
cane to this country and preached one
sernon that destroyed 40 years of ny
sernons? For 40 years | had been
preaching on the duty of sacrifice --
t he denying things to ourselves; giving
up this and that. W practiced it in our
famly. W would give up butter one week
and try to use the noney in sone way
that God mi ght bl ess. Another week we
woul d give up sonething el se, and so on
Canpbel | Mrgan said that what we needed
to give up, was not things but SELF: and
that was the only thing we had not given
up in our honme. We had given up
everyt hing under the sun, but self. W
were giving up so many things that we
had beconme proud of our humility!" So
let us look at self. AmIl wlling to
surrender it entirely to God, and just
"Let go"? <45>

THERE IS THE PAST

1. "But," you exclaim "the past is
dead and gone." Ch, no; far fromit!
"The sins of the past are forgiven, but
oh, what a weight they are about our
necks!" said a worker for Christ. This
ought not to be. Are we willing to |et
t he past go?

A |l ady m ssionary who | onged for
Victory through Christ and confessed her
deep yearning for it, was just
br oken-hearted over the matter. Wy?
"Because of the sins of the past," she
replied. "But God has forgiven your past
sins. They are blotted out. How can they

hi nder you?" "But you do not know the
sort of failures | have nade!" she
nmoaned. "No -- the past is too awful."

VWhen she had surrendered her past,
the bl essing came. There is a hymm which
runs, "When CGod forgives, He forgets.™
"For I will be nmerciful to their



iniquities and their sins will |
renmenber no nore" (Hebrews 8:12; 10:17).
Wiy, then, should _I_ renenber ny past
sins? Surely no good can possibly cone
of it?

THI NGS THAT MAR SERVI CE

A monmentary recoll ection of what
God has saved us fromnmay add to our
prai se of Hm But haven't we enough to
bl ess and praise Hi s glorious name for
even w t hout such backward gl ances? It
i s bad enough to have sinned in the
past: but it is surely a terrible thing
to all ow past sins to mar present
servi ce.

VWhen you have forgiven your child
some w ong-doi ng, do you wish himto
grieve over it -- to be mserable over
it for days, weeks, nonths, years? Yet
many children of God are doing this.
Sel f-exam nati on has <46> its place,
but to weck the present by nourning
over the past is sin.

Look at Sinon Peter. He denied our
Lord with oaths and curses. Qur Lord
forgave him reinstated him and used
him The one of the eleven who fell the
| owest was the very one chosen to be
spokesman on the day of Pentecost. Nor
did Peter allow his past fall to hanper
him for he accuses the Jews of the very
sin he had hinself comm tted.

"You denied Hm" he cried. "You
deni ed the Holy and Ri ghteous One" (Acts
3:14). Olet us thank God that the sins
of the past are blotted out, and |l et us
never grieve H mby spoiling the present
by reproachi ng ourselves for the sad
past. "Looking unto Jesus" must be our
attitude. "Forgetting the things that
are behind;... | press on toward the
prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:13).

THERE IS THE FUTURE

2. Are we willing to | eave that
entirely in God's hands? Many peopl e
seemto think that God will take
advant age of theml That if they agree to
obey all God's wi shes, God will make
t hem m serabl e. They cannot trust God to



fill their lives with joy -- so they
seek their pleasures fromthe world, and
sonetinmes fromdeliberate sin.

The Lord Jesus said to H s
di sci pl es, "These things have | spoken
unto you that My joy mght remain in
you, and that your joy might be full"
(John 15:11). Whsat things had He been
speaki ng about? Wiy, just abiding in
Christ and keeping Hi s conmandnents. His
joy -- the very joy of God! <47>

Coul d we desire anything nore than
that -- better than that? O course, if
He dwells in us, and lives Hs life in
us, we have Hi s joy.

FROM TONI GHT, LORD

A wayward little boy clinbed onto
his father's knees one evening and said,
"Father, fromtonight I'mgoing to do
all you ask of ne." How did the father
act? Did he think to hinself, "Now
have that boy in nmy power. Now | have
t he chance of naking his life
m serable!" It is unthinkable. He drew
the laddie closer to himand silently
vowed he would do everything in his
power to make that boy happy.

Is a God of Love going to take
advant age of us, if we surrender our al
to Hn? WIl He deign to remain in our
debt ? Renenber, God has not only the
will, but the power to make us suprenely
happy. There are our future plans. Does
not God know what is best for us? Yet
how unwi I 1'ing believers often are to
trust Hmto do what is best.

VWhen addressing a party of

m ssi onari es hone on furl ough | ast
sumer, the witer was struck by the
m serabl e face of an elderly man. "Wy
is he so miserable?" "Ch," replied the
chairman, "he longs to return to China
to die in harness, but the commttee
refused to allow himto go back." A

devoted servant of God -- yet unwilling
to leave his future in God' s hands. The
result was not fullness of joy -- but

msery. We might well pray, as one dear
saint did, "Onh, God! do not |et anyone
here be afraid of Thee."



Are you afraid of God? Yes -- if
you know of anything you are not wlling
to give up, should God show you that it
was Hs will you should do so. <48>

God knows, He | oves, He cares;
Nothing this truth can dim

He does the very best for those
Who | eave the choice to Hm

THEN THERE IS THE PRESENT

3. How will this be affected? A
unl ove, bitterness, irritability, pride,
j eal ousy, resentment, censoriousness --
all nust go, really go. An active |ady
worker said to the witer, "That's easy
enough for me, for | haven't an eneny in
the worl d!" The next day she was
linping. "I've fallen down,"” she
explained. "I saw that horrid Mss K---
comng along and | didn't want to
acknow edge her, and in | ooking the
other way, | slipped off the curb and
fell in the gutter!”

Now we may be sure that if there is
anyone agai nst whom we harbor any ill -
feeling or resentnent, or "owe a grudge"
-- anyone to whom we could not show
Christian |ove and kindliness -- we are
not living the Victorious Life. Dr.
Schofield once said, "If you have a sin
in your life which you cannot |et go,
bring it to Jesus and let Hmkill it."
It may be sone habit which others regard
as harni ess.

"Whenever you tal k of surrender,”
said a man to the witer, "I always
think of ny pipe." Not a word had been
sai d about smoking -- but the pipe went.
Forgive this remark -- it is true or it
woul d not be recorded here: You will
find very few fully surrendered
Christians whose consci ences all ow t hem
to snoke.

One word of warning: Do not allow
any fear of the future to rob you of
present victory. "l've surrendered al
to Christ,"” said a mssionary at Kesw ck
| ast summer, "And | am so happy. But |'m
fearful what will <49> happen when I
get hone." Do you see, the future was
not really surrendered.



Dr. A T. Pierson in his |ast
address at MIdmay said, "Believe ne as
a dying man, no one ever obtained as
much as he m ght have obtained from
CGod. " Why? Because God cannot give al
He would until we surrender all we have
-- and are. If you find any difficulty
inthis matter -- then just surrender
your surrender to the Lord Jesus.

NOW IS THE DAY OF VI CTORY

The present is the time for
Victory. Let your aimever be to glorify
the Lord Jesus now. So many Christians
| et present opportunities slip by
unused, because their mnds are fixed
upon sonething they are going to do
TOMORROW or next Sunday. School yourself
to live in the present. How can Chri st
Jesus manifest forth His glory --

H nsel f through me today -- now, this
very nonment ?

Perhaps the secret of Victory in
Christ lies just here. God gives needed
grace just when it is needed.

"Have you dying grace?" a |ady
asked Charl es Spurgeon. "No, madam and
I do not want it now -- but praise Cod,
| have living grace,” was his reply.

Surrender. Let go. Then look to
Christ in faith., Let GOD ---.

Ask the Lord Jesus Christ to
crucify you and to give you Hi s
Resurrection Life. In that delightfu
l[ittle book, THE CHRI STI AN S SECRET OF A
HAPPY LIFE, there is a chapter on

"HOW TO ENTER I N'

The way suggested is to pray, "Lord
Jesus, | believe that Thou art able and
willing to deliver me fromall <50>
the care and unrest and sin of ny
Christian life. Thou didst die to set ne
free, not only in the future, but here
and now. | believe that Thou art
stronger than sin and canst keep nme from
yielding to it. Lord, I amgoing to

trust Thee to keep ne. | have tried
keepi ng nysel f and have failed
grievously. I am al so hel pl ess. So now

will trust Thee. | give nyself to Thee.



| keep nothing back. ... And now | AM
Thi ne.

"I believe that THOU dost accept
this poor, weak, foolish heart; and that
it has been taken possession of by Thee;
and that Thou hast at this nmoment begun
to work in ne to will and to do of Thy
good pleasure. | trust Thee utterly, |
trust Thee now. "

But be careful to remenber that
surrender is not sinply naking a prom se
to God to forsake sin and always to do
Hs will. That would be living under the
Law. Surrender is just turning over to
God all that we are and have, FOR H M TO
DO W TH US what ever He wi shes.
Surrendered Christians are often
def eat ed, because they think they can
carry out their good resolutions by
God's hel p. No! Just hand yourself over
to God, and then trust Christ to do Hs
part. "He is able to keep.™

It is not our surrender that gives
us the victory. It is not even our
faith! It is CHR ST H MSELF -- the
Fai t hf ul One.

Surrender and trust, and Chri st

will never fail you.
@9
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CHAPTER NI NE

REAL VI CTORY AND FALSE -- REAL
VI CTOCRY AND | TS COUNTERFEI T

The Victorious Life is sinply a
life fully surrendered to God, with
Christ dwelling within and in conplete
control -- alife in which the only
desire is to bring glory to Jesus
Christ. It is the only truly happy life,
yet Christians refuse to enter in, |est
their lives should be nade mi serabl e!

THE JOY OF PERFECT TRUST

But is it alife filled with
"crosses"? That is the idea that nmany
Christians have -- that where there is
t he choi ce between things agreeabl e and



di sagreeabl e, the unpl easant one nust,
of course, be chosen! Can we find
anything of this in the Bible?

Paul is never tired of talking
about the wonderful joy in his life.
"Rejoice evernmore!l™ "In everything give
t hanks. " Yet what hardship and bitter
persecution were his lot! If you | ove
God and fully trust Hm the place in
whi ch you are is the happiest place in
whi ch you can possibly be; and the work
you are doing is the very best for you.
O course, God may nove you el sewhere or
gi ve you other work. That can be left to
Hm But let Hmbe glorified in us NOW

Crosses? Nowhere in the Bible do we
read of crosses. Yet when our plans are
upset, or the weather "spoils" our day,
or sickness or bereavenent alters our
prospects, we are apt to say sadly (or
cheerfully), "Well, | suppose <52>
this is ny cross for today." It may not
be murmuring, but nerely what we call
"resignation."” There should be no such
word as "resignation" in the vocabul ary
of the Christian. If God has conpl ete
control over us, nothing can happen
contrary to Hs will. And is not H's
will the very best for us? Instead of
resignation there should be gl ad
acceptance. The feeling of our hearts
shoul d ever be, "I delight to do Thy
will, Ony God!" (Psalm40:8). There can
be no such thing as disappointnment in
the life of a man really living the
Victorious Life. "My neat is to do the
will of Hmthat sent me," (John 4:34)
said our Lord. Can we say the sane?

VWhen we are transformed by the
renewi ng of our mnd, we shall prove
every day that God's will is good and
perfect; shall it not therefore be
accept abl e? (Romans 12:2.) How eagerly,
how joyfully we should enbrace it!
Bel i evers are nowhere called upon to
bear crosses.

TAKI NG UP THE CROSS

We know, however, that Jesus Chri st
said: "If any man woul d cone after M,
I et himdeny hinself and take up his
cross and follow Me" (Matthew 16: 24);
"Whosoever does not bear his cross and



cone after Me cannot be My disciple”
(Luke 14:27). It is, then, our duty to
take up the cross, but not to carry
crosses. There is one cross for every
one and for every day.

If you had seen a man in our Lord's
day carrying a cross, you would know
that it nmeant death to soneone --
probably for the man hinself. The cross
is always a sign of death. Before anyone
can really follow Christ -- really be a
disciple, that is, a learner -- he nust
be dead with Christ and risen with Hm
That is what Paul <53> neant when he

said, "I have been crucified with
Christ: yet | live, yet no |longer |, but
Christ liveth in ne" (Glatians 2:20).
Soneone has said, "It is one thing to be

saved fromthe penalty of sin; it is
another thing to follow Christ."

Dr. Giffith Thomas says that sone
Christians are nonstrosities. They are
no nore like Christ twenty years after
their conversion than they were when
they began the Christian life. They are
not "learning" of Hm They have not
taken up the cross: have not been
crucified with Christ. "The taking up of
the cross is the end of crosses and the
begi nni ng of discipleship,” said M. C.
G Trunbul I.

Do let us get hold of this fact:
that our Lord wi shes us always to be
full of joy -- always, everywhere, under
all circunstances.

A gl ooy, mi serabl e-1 ooki ng
Christian stood outside a mission. "WII
you cone into our service tonight?" he
asked of a passer-by. The stranger gave
hi m one swift glance, and replied (as he
hurried off), "No, thank you! |'ve
troubl es enough of ny own!" Are we
surprised?

Alife of Victory is alife of
Trust; and nust be always full of Joy.
Such a life glorifies Christ.

WHAT REAL VI CTORY MEANS
But let us be quite clear as to

what the Victorious Life is. For the
devil does all he can to entice us to



accept a counterfeit Victory -- that is,
a "victory" which we think we are
getting ourselves by our own efforts.

Take the question of bad tenper or
irritability. Many Christians pride
t hensel ves on the fact that they
exerci se such self-control that their
tenper "never gets the better of them™
By this they nean that they never SHOW
<54> jit. MNowthe Victorious Life is
not one which nerely makes our outward
actions right. It is a life which gives
victory in the inner real mof the heart,
so that our very desires are right. To
want to do wongful things and to
restrain fromdoing themis not rea
victory. The wonderful thing is that God
takes the "want to" out of our very
hearts, and we long only to do His will.

No doubt nost of our readers have
heard the story of the old Quaker [ ady
who apparently never |ost her tenper.
Under the nost trying circunstances she
was quite unruffled. A friend once
comented on this, and said to her, "I
cannot for the [ife of ne understand how
you al ways keep so delightfully sweet.
Wy, if the things happened to ne which
happen to you, | should just boil over
wi th rage; but YQU never do." The old
Quaker lady quietly replied, "Perhaps I
do not boil over, mny dear, but thou dost
not know what boiling is going on
inside.” Now that is not victory. There
is no victory in keeping our sinfu
feelings from expressing thensel ves. W
may do that sinply because we are
ashanmed to et others know how sinful we
are. Moreover, it does not require the
grace of God to enable a man to hide his
tenper. A shop assistant in a drapery
establishnent will do that all day |ong
-- or he mght Iose his job. A business
man will do it to get an order. A
"gentleman” will do it to avoid "bad
form" A Society lady does it for social
reasons. But this is not the Victorious
Life.

WHEN THE M RACLE HAPPENS

An American speaker tells the
following story to illustrate rea
victory. A lady mssionary who had
surrendered all to Christ but had never



| ooked to Hmfor <55> conplete
victory, found her tenper not inproved
by the Tropics. She was nmuch di stressed
about her failures, and her struggles
agai nst them seened in vain. However, a
friend showed her that there was victory
through sinple faith in Christ, and she
clained this victory as a gift from Cod.
Witing to this friend sonme tine
afterwards, she told of the wonderfu
thing that had happened in her spiritua
life. "I wanted to wite to you at
first, but I was afraid it would not
last,"” said she. "But it has |asted. Do
you know that for three nonths not only
have | not once slanmmed the door in the
face of any of these stupid Indian
servants that used to get on ny nerves
so, but | HAVE NOT EVEN WANTED TO -- not
once." Now that is victory.

We nust recognize it as a mracle.
No good resol utions, no will-power, can
alter our likes and dislikes. But Cod
can. He can take away fromus all desire
to do sinful things.

Bad tenper is not the only sin of
Christian people, and many Christians
have t he sweetest of dispositions. The
best test of all is in the matter of
love. Do we |ove our "enem es" -- those
who despitefully use us or persecute us?
Do we neverthel ess |ove then? "If you
want himto |l ove you, you nust knock him
down," said a worker to the witer,
speaki ng about a friend. Wat is your
first feeling when nen injure you or
oppose you? Is it a spontaneous
outflowi ng of |ove towards then? O do
we first find it necessary to shoot up
an urgent, earnest prayer that we NMNAY
| ove them and may not feel resentnent?
Do we eagerly wel come opposition
unki ndness, rudeness, discourtesy (and
suchl i ke) towards us, as opportunities
of showi ng that the Iove of Christ is
filling our hearts? It is in snal
matters that we are tested. <56>

UNDER THE LOVE OF CHRI ST

How often we hear earnest Christian
peopl e saying, "l cannot |ove the
unl ovable.” No; it is humanly inpossible
for human |ove to do this. W cannot
make oursel ves | ove anot her. Human | ove



is kindled only by what it thinks is
| ovabl e. The | ove of God -- Christ's

| ove -- enbraces all and sees everyone
to be |ovable. Wien Christ dwells richly
in our hearts, we shall |ove even our

enem es. There is victory when "the | ove
of God is shed abroad in our hearts”
(Romans 5:5), to the expul sion of all

unl ove -- then and then only. There we
have a definition of real victory.

FACTS THAT HELP LOVE

At first such a thing seens beyond
our hi ghest hopes. Many regard it as an
i mpossibility. So it is to man. But with
God this thing is possible. It is a
mracle, and God works mracl es every
day. Fellow Christian, do not give up
the idea of living the Victorious Life
because it seens inpossible to you. Just
yield yourself to Christ, and trust H m
to work in you both to will and to do
H s good pl easure (Philippians 2:13).

Many reply that their faith is not
strong enough. Wy, faith the size of a
grain of nustard seed is enough if you
will exercise it. May we give you two
FACTS to help your love and faith?
Rermenber that:

1. The Lord Jesus dearly | oves al
t hose whom we mi ght regard as unl ovabl e:
| oves them every bit as much as He | oves
us. Can we not see themw th the eyes of
Christ?

"Do not be afraid of me, num" said
a filthy, wild-looking tramp to a |ady
who crossed the road to avoid neeting
him "Do not be afraid of ne, mum My
<57> nother was a woman." "Do not
refuse to love ne," the unlovabl e m ght
exclaim "The Lord Jesus LOVES M. "

2. The nost unl ovabl e person -- the
nost | oat hsone and repul sive creature --
beconmes | ovabl e even in OUR eyes when
the love of God is shed abroad in H'S
heart. If you really want to I ove him
pray earnestly for himand try to save

his soul. If he is a Christian -- but
"nastily saved," as the Lancashire man
put it -- pray that he may get the

Victorious Life; send himthis book and
continue in prayer. The witer has had



the joy of pointing to Christ as their
Savi or nost revolting nen and wonen, in
whom every vestige of beauty appeared to
be stanped out by drunkenness and vice.
He has net thema week after, new
creatures in Christ Jesus. A mracul ous
transformati on has taken place in an
incredibly short tinme. Is he -- she --
unl ovabl e in your eyes? Then just think
what that one may beconme when the | ove
of God reaches himor her

LI BERATI NG THE ANGEL

M chael Angelo |lingered before a
rough bl ock of marble so long that his
conpani on renonstrated. In reply,

M chael Angel o said with enthusiasm
"There's an angel in that block and I'm
going to liberate him" Ah, what
unboundi ng | ove woul d mani fest itself in
us towards the nost unlovable -- the
nost vile -- if only we saw what they

m ght becone, and in our enthusiasmfor
souls we cried out, "There's the inmage
of Christ -- marred, scarred, well-nigh
obliterated -- in that dear fellow and
' mgoing to nake that man consci ous of
it."

A fabl e declares that a gall ant
prince kissed a serpent and it becane a
| ovely princess. Fact shows us that when
<568> "kissed" by love, the vilest may
beconme beautiful; the "serpent" becone a
saint.

"What are the outward and visible
signs of the Victorious Life?" asked a
young evangelist of the witer. The
answer to that question would describe
real victory. Briefly we would say:
Everything contrary to love is expelled
fromthe heart and life. Read the
cl osing words of Chapter Three, and you
will see what Divine LOVE can do -- or
rather, what LOVE DCES in scores and
hundreds of lives. It drives out
i npati ence, unki ndness, jeal ousy, envy,
boasting, self-assertion, pride, folly,
sel fi shness, self-seeking, anger
irritability, bad tenper, fretful ness,
mal i ce, uncharitabl e renarks,
conpl ai ni ng, censoriousness, despair,
anxi ety, despondency, backbiti ng,
repeati ng damagi ng i nformation even if
it is true. ALL THESE WE CALL



RESPECTABLE SINS -- or ever refuse to

regard themas sins at all! God hel p us!
So long as any of these -- even one of
these -- remains, there is no victory

for us. When a fully surrendered
Christian looks in sinple faith to
Christ and asks HHmto fill the whole
heart, HE, CHRI ST, who is love, "perfect
| ove, " bani shes every one of these vile
"respectabl e" sins, which we have been
regardi ng as LI TTLE sins, but which nmar
our work and hinder our useful ness. Are
we willing to allow the Lord Jesus to do
this for us?

@.no

<59>
CHAPTER TEN
THSLIFEIS AGQFT

THE VICTORIQUS LIFE IS ALL A G FT
RECEI VED I N FAI TH AND | S NOT' OBTAI NED BY
STRI VI NG AND STRUGGLI NG

This victorious life is a G FT and
is not to be secured by any struggling
or striving on our part. It is not a
thing to be attained to by I ong and
| aborious effort. It is not a thing we
can reach gradually by grow ng nore and
nore like Christ. This nust be clearly
seen.

Al life cones as a gift. CQur
physical life -- we just receive it. Qur
spiritual life is "the gift of God"
(Romans 6:23). The life "nore abundant”
is agift. W cannot receive a gift
GRADUALLY. There nmay be hesitation or
delay in taking it, there may be a
struggle before we are willing to
receive it. But a gift is accepted not
gradual Iy, but in a nonent. It is
obt ai ned not att ai ned.

The Victorious Life, then, can be
received by a definite act. There is, of
course, a "growth in grace" in the man
who is wholly sanctified -- a going on
to perfection as his capacity increases.

But "this lifeis in H's Son"
(1_John 5:11). When we accept the Son as
the Lord of all our being, we receive



(as a gift) the LIFE. It is sonething
God does for us -- INUS. There is,
however, often a long struggle before
surrender. Many a Christian has a
terrific struggle before he is willing
to yield hinself wholly to Christ. <60>

But this is before the Victorious
Life begins. Victory begins only when
struggling ceases. The nonent you
surrender yourself entirely to Christ
and look to Hmin faith to dwell in
your entire heart, that nonent He cones
and takes control of you.

TAKI NG CHRI ST AT H' S WORD

This indwelling is quite
i ndependent of any feeling on your part.
It is independent of any ideas of your
own as to how He should manifest Hi s
presence. You nust just take Hmat H's
word and rest upon that -- not upon any
feeling. You may feel a wonderful thril
of joy. You may feel nothing unusual
Can you trust Hs prom se?

Every Christian has to decide
whet her he will be wholly consecrated to
God, or whether he will remain content
to live the Christian [ife on a | ow
[ evel -- which is ALWAYS a powerl ess
one, and a perilous one.

THE CRI SIS AND THE PROCESS

This DECI SION FOR HOLINESS is a
crisisina Christian's life. Wth it
conmes an instantaneous revel ation of CGod
to him that Christ can be all in all
that Christ can and does give Victory
over all known sin: not gradually but
| NSTANTANEQUSLY. "Having therefore these
prom ses let us cl eanse ourselves from
all defilement of the flesh and spirit
perfecting holiness in the fear of the
Lord" (2_Corinthians 7:1). The tense in
the G eek shows that this is done at
once as a definite and decisive act.
This is the CRISIS of sanctification.

But after this definite step of
whol e- hearted dedi cation of one's self
to God, there cones a life-long process
of sanctification -- a going on from
strength to strength, <61> fromglory
to glory. A PROCESS under which the



bel i ever becones nore and nore confor nmed
to the life and character of Christ.

WHERE MANY BLUNDER

W& have dwelt | ong on this point
because the m stake the witer nmade (and
whi ch many of his readers have probably
made) was to try to experience the
process w thout first experiencing the
crisis of sanctification. There is
little -- if any -- growth in grace
until we have cl ained by surrender and
faith the "life that is Christ." Have
you experienced the crisis? Have you
obeyed t he command, "Sanctify in your
hearts Christ as Lord"? (1_Peter 3:15.)
Christ is in the heart of every believer
as "JESUS' -- Savior. But is He indeed
Lord? It is not a question of
re-conversion, it is just a question of
recogni zing the indwelling Christ as
Master in H's own house -- ny heart.

Renenber, however, that surrender
al one, that is, "decision,” is not
enough. That is only our part in giving
up all hindrances to blessing. If
surrender sufficed, then we should nmake
sanctification to be a nmere act of the
WLL. We are neither saved nor
sanctified by what we give up, but by
what we receive. It is "the very CGod of
peace Wio sanctifies us wholly." After
surrendering ourselves, we nust |ook to
Christ to crucify us and to rai se us
fromthe death to sin to live the
resurrection life.

Let go -- surrender: then "let God"
do His part. But God will not allow any
effort or struggle on your part to help
Hm Salvation is entirely a gift of
Cod: entirely of grace. <62>

Now sal vation is a threefold work:
Past, Present and Future. Justification
sanctification and glorification

ETERNAL LIFE A G FT

And it is all by faith. You cannot
earn, or get, any part of it by your own
efforts or struggles. "For by grace have
ye been saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God: not of works, that no man should



gl ory" (Ephesians 2:8-9. See Romans

11: 6) . Paul goes even further than this.
"Ye are severed from Christ, ye who
woul d be justified by the law' (i.e.,
effort) (Galatians 5:4). Wen a man
accepts Christ as a Savior fromthe
penalty of sin, he learns that Christ's
forgiveness is absolutely and entirely
through faith. Sorrow for sin, good
resol utions, and tears, often acconpany
repentance. But repentance does not save
a man. W have to |eave that to Christ.
Justification is entirely the work of
Christ; and faith in H msecures this
sal vation. W can do not hing whatever to
gain or nmerit it. We accept it as a
gift.

VWhen Christ shall conme again, we
shall be glorified. This is the future
of salvation. In this work of
glorification, we know we can do
absolutely nothing. It is all of Christ.

LI FE MORE ABUNDANT -- A G FT

VWhat about the present? That is,
our sanctification (which is first a
crisis and then a process). W have
called this the Victorious Life.

VWhen we claimit by faith, there is
the crisis. Wien we live it day by day,
there is the process.

Qur Bl essed Savior justified us,
and will glorify us by H's own power
entirely. Does He need or demand <63>
our help in the matter of
sanctification? How nmuch will our
struggling and striving or agonizing
avai |l against the devil? Absolutely
nothing. He is far stronger than we are.
Does Christ, the Al mghty Savior, need
nmy struggles to assist H n? Renenber,
our weakness wi Il never be made strong.
A dear Christian lady in an address on
this subject said, "IS not the Christian
life a long struggle? But thank God He
gi ves us power to struggle!" Exactly the
reverse is true. While we struggle, He
cannot help us as He would, we Iimt and
restrain Hi s power.

The Victorious Life is sinply
salvation in the present; and al
salvation is entirely of grace --



entirely of Christ -- a GFT. "As
therefore ye received Christ Jesus the
Lord, SOwalk in H m' (Col ossians 2:6).
How did we receive Hnf? By sinple faith.
How are we to walk in Hm that is, live
a Victorious Life? By sinple FAITH "If
we live by the Spirit (i.e., eterna
life is ours as a gift by the power of
the Spirit), by the Spirit let us also
wal k" (Gal atians 5:25). Do get hold of
this truth: we may not, cannot in the
smal | est degree, share with Christ the
wor k of acconplishing any part of our
sal vation. Yet so many of us inagine
that in the matter of sanctification we
must " paddl e our own canoe."

TRUST, NOT STRUGGLE

Blaze it out in letters of fire,
that Christ can, and will, save us from
the power of sin every day and every
hour wi thout struggling, striving and
agoni zing. If you struggle, you do not
trust.

Have not nost of us learned from
our own experience how usel ess our
struggl es are? Sone besetting sin gets
the better of us. How we struggle
against it! How we <64> agonize in
prayer over it -- even "standing on the
prom ses of God" as we think. Yet we get
up fromour knees only to fall again and
again into sin! Christ's prom ses cannot
gi ve us power. Even faith cannot save
us. Only Jesus Christ can do it.

Are we willing to look to H mand
trust Hmto conquer our sin for us? He
has conquered sin and Satan. HE -- the
Conqueror -- is willing to conme and
fill our hearts and be OUR LIFE. "Sin
shal I NOT have dom ni on over you," says
God's Wrd (Romans 6:14). W may be
"nore than conquerors” -- not by
struggling, but entirely "through HM
that |oved us" (Romans 8:37). Wat does
it mean? Not only that the besetting sin
wi |l be conquered -- but the very DESIRE
to sin will be taken away.

Only Christ can do this. It is a
wonder ful M RACLE. Sone of us have
proved this.

A wel | -known character in London



has recently passed to the |ife beyond
the grave. He was a notorious drunkard,
but marvel ously saved by Christ. For
weeks after his conversion he had an

i ntense desire to drink com ng upon him
wi t h al nost overwhel mi ng power. He
fought and struggl ed agai nst the
tenptation. Although an untutored man
he felt that God had a better way than
this. Kneeling in a field in North
London, he cried out, "O God, can't you
make a better job of me than this?" And
God at once took away all desire to
drink and the craving never returned.

The saintly Bi shop Muul e confessed
in an address to confirmati on candi dates
that a severe and terrible tenptation
assailed himin the street. He added, "I
st opped dead and said quickly, 'Holy
Spirit, come it.' Then | said to nyself,
"The evil spirit, who is strong, is
here. <65> But | have the Holy Spirit,
Wo is Almghty, and | can leave Hmto
deal with the tenptation.'"

Chri st does not give us power apart
fromH nmself. "All power is given unto
ME" said Christ. "And lo! | amWTH YQU
all the days" (Matthew 28: 18, 20).

"For if while we were yet enemi es
we were reconciled to God through the
death of Hi s Son, much nore being
reconcil ed shall we BE SAVED BY H' S
LI FE' (Romans 5:10) --i.e., by the
l[iving Christ living in us. He will keep
us safe fromthe power of sin, if we
will et Hm Christ can do this. He
will doit. He does it in every life
that trusts Hmto do it.

SELF- EFFORT MEANS FAI LURE

W have proved by our own
experi ence that we cannot be good by
self-effort. Stop trying to be good
Stop struggling, and let the Savior do
the great work for you. He cane "to save
H s people fromtheir sins" (Matthew
1:21). We can reckon on Hm "The
prom se is to himthat worketh not, but
beli eveth" (Romans 4:5). "It is GOD that
wor keth in you both to will and to do"
(Philippians 2:13).

"My God shall supply all your need



according to His riches in glory in
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). Dear
Christian, is your nost urgent NEED just
deliverance fromthis awful sin? How you
have struggl ed and agoni zed! Yet the
supply is IN YQU

"Ah," you cry, "but you do not know
how weak I am" No -- but we thank Cod
for your weakness. "My grace is
sufficient for you -- for My PONER i s
made perfect in weakness" (2_Corinthians
12:9). Your weakness, which has been
your |anment, shall be your highest

gl ory.

"Most gladly therefore will | glory
in my weakness, <66> that the power of
Christ may cover ne" (2_Corinthians
12:9). We can be kept ONLY "by the power
of God through faith" (1_Peter 1:5).
"Thanks be unto God which giveth us the
Victory through our Lord Jesus Christ™"
(1_Corinthians 15:57).

PRESSI NG TOMRDS THE GOAL

Does this nmean, then, that we need
do nothing but sit down and sing psal ns?
Far, far fromit! We have been speaking
only of the matter of our own persona
sal vation -- past, present, future. ALL
of this nmust be accepted as a gift. But
when Christ conmes into the heart, He
conmes with power. "Ye shall be endued
with power [Geek: DYNAM S, |ike
"dynamte" or "dynamp"] from on high"
(Luke 24:49). Power is a thing which
makes itself felt. "Whe is unto ne if |
preach not the Gospel!" (1_Corinthians
9:16) says Paul, whose teaching we have
gi ven above.

"We cannot but speak the things
whi ch we saw and heard" (Acts 4:20).
Struggl i ng and agoni zing play no part in
our personal salvation. They nerely
hi nder and hanper it. But we are in the
m dst of a w cked generation. The devil
is strongly entrenched in the lives of
men and wonen around us. They encourage
tenptation and wel conme it. They find
their greatest enjoynment in sin. They do
not want to conquer sin. So Paul, who
declares that salvation is all of faith,
al so warns us that we have a fight to
wage, a race to win, a westling to



engage in. "The God of peace shal

brui se Satan" says Paul: but it is
_under _OUR _FEET_ (Romans 16:20). The
eneny's Conqueror working in you will
make the struggl e short and decisive. He
VWho nmade peace FOR you, works peace IN
you. Al our powers of body, soul and
mnd are to be brought to bear upon this
great task. In this "race" <67> Pau
presses on towards "the goal for the
prize of the upward calling of God in
Christ Jesus"™ (Philippians 3:14). What
IS this prize? Certainly not forgiveness
of sin, or power over tenptation, or the
gift of eternal life. The "runner" has
already laid aside "every wei ght and
sin" (Hebrews 12:1), or he would not be
inthe race at all. No! The "prize" is
not eternal life -- that is a gift. The
race, the fight, the westling (agai nst
the rulers of the darkness of this world
-- Ephesians 6:12) is what we experience
when we are fellowworkers with Christ,
who canme to destroy the works of the
devil. (See Galatians 5:19-21 for sone
of them) Never forget that even in al
this outward activity, it is fruitful
only as Christ inspires IT and enpowers
us.

QUR LORD S EXAMPLE

Qur Lord Hinself "strove" in this
way. He it was Who resisted unto bl ood,
striving against sin (Hebrews 12:4). But
HE had not to struggl e agai nst any
inward desire or any tenptation to sin.
HE did not find it hard to be good.

To sumup -- there may be fierce
conflicts in a Christian man's heart
before he is willing to surrender
hinself entirely to Christ. And there IS
a great conflict to be waged agai nst the
devil, in our efforts to snatch others
out of his bondage. But the Victorious
Life, as it concerns our own souls, in
one free fromall struggle. "He is able
to keep."

VWen the witer was a boy, he spent
much tinme wal king on stilts. He gained
consi derable freedomin their use. But
al t hough he "wal ked" it required
constant effort, and sometines struggl e,
to keep fromfalling. Alittle thing
brought col |l apse. Contact w th anyone



<68> wusually neant a fall. That is a

pi cture of the "wal k" of many a
Christian. Effort, struggle, slow
progress, constant falls and new starts,
and an alnost total inability to help
anyone else. It is an unnatural "walk."
Caimthe Victorious Life -- Victory

t hrough the Indwelling Christ -- and the
Christian walk will be found as easy as
"wal ki ng on our feet."

Sone shell -shocked soldiers with

normal |inbs believe that they are
unable to walk -- and they cannot. The
skill ful physician nakes them BELI EVE
they can wal k -- and they do. The power

of Christ to "walk by faith" is at our
di sposal. Can we not trust Hin®

Alittle girl of 13 was asked what
difference the Victorious Life nmeant to
her in times of tenptation. After a
little pause she replied, "Before | saw
this truth, | used to argue with the
tenpter, and he usually got the better
of nme. But now, when he knocks at the
door of ny heart, | say, 'Lord Jesus,
will you answer the door for nme?" And
when Satan sees the Lord Jesus within,
he says, 'I'msorry; | think |I've cone
to the wong house' -- and he flees."

HOW THE VI CTORY COMES

And what is true of our Victory
over tenptation through Christ alone is
also true of the warfare we wage with
the "works of the devil" around us. It
is Christ -- and not we ourselves -- Wo
wi ns the Victory.

"What do you consi der the nost
danger ous heresy of today?" was a
guesti on asked of the Editor of the
SUNDAY SCHOCOL Tl MES. He passed by
Christian Science, spiritism higher
criticismand other "isms," and gave
this answer: "The nost dangerous heresy
is the enmphasis <69> that is being
gi ven by professing Christians on WHAT
WE DO FOR G&OD, instead of on WHAT GCD
DOES FOR US. "

In our work for the Master let us
renenber that it is not we who are doing
H s work, but HE Who is working through
us.



Thi s being so, every Christian who
is living the Victorious Life will be
much in prayer and in comunion with God
over the pages of Hs Holy Wrd.

Before we bring this chapter to a
cl ose we ought just to ask what effect
the Victorious Life in us will have on
others. So far, we have been dealing
with ourselves. If we stopped there, we
should still exclaim "It's worth
havi ng." But we are saved to serve. And
every one of the many letters sent to
the witer asking for help has conme from
Christians; fromnen and wonen trying to
work for Christ, yet not equipped for
servi ce.

Dr. Tenple, the new Bi shop of
Manchester, said at his enthronenent, a
few weeks ago, "Renenber that the
converting power of the Church does not
depend chiefly on the el oquence of its
preachers, or the perfectness of its
organi zation. It depends on the degree
in which men see in the lives of
Christians the evidence of the power of
the love of Christ." That is it. And
when nen see that "the | ove of Chri st
shed abroad in our hearts" has such
power that it has killed those sins in
us which were so distressing to our
friends, then they begin to think

LOVE, THE CONQUERCR

No one is beyond the reach of |ove.
The power of Divine Love is infinite. In
t he days of the Anerican war, there
lived at Ephrata, a plain Baptist
mnister, Peter MIler, who enjoyed the
friendshi p of Washi ngton. There al so
dwelt in that town one M chael Wttman,
<70> an evil-mnded man who did all in
his power to abuse and oppose t hat
mnister. But Mchael Wttman was
involved in treason and was arrested,
and sentenced to death. The ol d preacher
started out on foot and wal ked the whol e
seventy mles to Phil adel phia that he
m ght plead for that man's life!l He was
admtted i nto Washi ngton's presence and
begged the life of the traitor. "No,
Peter," said Washi ngton, "I cannot grant
you the life of your friend." "M
friend!" exclainmed the preacher, "he is



the bitterest enenmy | have!" "What?"
cried Washi ngton. "You have wal ked
seventy mles to save the life of an
eneny? That puts the matter in a
different light. I will grant the
pardon.” And he did. And Peter Ml er
took M chael Wttman fromthe very
shadow of death, back to his own honme in
Ephrata -- but he went no |onger as an
eneny but as a friend. And so it cane to
pass that LOVE brought a reviler from
the foot of the gallows to the foot of

t he cross.

Christian worker, listen! Are you
getting the success you would like to
see in your work for Christ? Are you
getting ANY apparent success? If not, is

it not worthwhile -- for your own sake,
for your work's sake, for the Savior's
sake, for lost sinners' sake -- to enter

the life of Victory?

Surrender: Faith: Taking: Praising
the G ver.

a1l
<71>
CHAPTER ELEVEN
NOT SI NLESS PERFECTI ON

HOW THE DEVI L USES THE BOGEY OF "SI NLESS
PERFECTI ON' TO SCARE AVAY MANY SI NCERE
SOULS FROM SEEKI NG A LI FE OF HOLI NESS

Have we really grasped the fact
that the Victorious Life is a gift from
God? W may think of it as "the fullness
of the Holy Spirit," or we may think of
it as Jesus Christ dwelling in the
heart. Personally, the witer finds the
greatest help fromthe fact of the
i ndwel ling Christ, and the consci ousness
of this indwelling.

After all, the Holy Spirit's chief
work is to take of the things of Christ,
and show themto us.

HOW TO GET A A FT
But however we may regard it, the

Victorious Life is a gift. "If ye being
evil know how to give good gifts to your



children, how much nore shall your
Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask Hi nP"

"I'f thou knewest the gift of Cod,"
said our Lord to a sinful wonman, "and
Wo it is that saith to thee, 'Gve M
to drink," thou woul dest have asked of
H m and He woul d have given thee |iving
water” (John 4:10).

Now what nust | do to secure a
gift? Just take it. If a gift is offered
me for the asking, will it please the
giver if, instead of taking the gift, |
spend | ong weeks, or nonths, or years
beggi ng and prayi ng and agoni zi ng for
it? <72>

Wuld it give pleasure to a father
and nother if their children sat up al
ni ght agoni zing in prayer for the
Christmas gift they had prom sed to give
t henf?

If they did such a thing, their
"agoni zi ng" woul d have absol utely
nothing to do with their receiving the
gifts. One could well imagine the
di stressed father telling his children
that if they didn't cease their
petitions and get to bed and trust him
they should get no gifts at all

Jesus Christ is the great Christnas
Day G ft. "Thanks be unto God for Hi s
unspeakable gift" (2_Corinthians 9:15).
That gift is ours. Soneone has said,
"Qur Lord wants our lives on earth to be
one long Christmas Day of receiving H's
gift of Hnmself as our victory."

W& do not need to "agoni ze" about
it; we do not need to work for it.
Provi ded we are wholly surrendered to
God, we have sinply to "receive,"
"take" the Gft of Christ Hinself.

But did not Jesus Christ tell His
disciples "to tarry in Jerusalemuntil
[they were] endued with power from on
high"? Yes, He did. "Wit," said He,
"for the prom se of the Father."

But that was BEFORE Pentecost.

READY FOR OUR ACCEPTANCE



W& never hear of the disciples
after Pentecost telling believers to
"wait" for this gift. In fact, we read
in the 10th chapter of the Acts that the
gift of the Holy Spirit fell upon "al
them that heard the word," while
St.Peter was yet speaking to the
househol d of Cornelius, although none of
them was yet baptized. The Holy Spirit
was given to Gentiles w thout delay, on
sinmple faith in Jesus Christ. There is

no need today to wait at all. If we
fulfill the conditions, we can claimthe
gift. <73>

The earliest disciples did not at
first appreciate the value and necessity
of this gift. Qur Lord seens to have
told "nore than 500 brethren” to "tarry
ye in the city, until ye be clothed with
power fromon high." Yet only 120 obeyed
t he conmand, and consequently only 120
received the gifts on the day of
Pentecost -- the gift nmeant for all

Let us today make no ni stake about
this. Qur Lord is longing to fill every
believer with Hs Holy Spirit. Christ is
desirous of dwelling in our entire
hearts by faith. Not until we have
surrendered our wills to H mand have
yi el ded our bodies to Hmas well as our
souls can He fill us with Hinself.

This is what St. Paul neans when he
prays "that He would grant you to be
strengthened by H's Spirit with power
penetrating to your innmost being"

(Ephesi ans 3: 16, Weynouth). "That ye
may be filled unto all the ful ness of
God" (Eph. 3:19), "till we all attain
unto the nmeasure... of the full ness of
Christ" (4:13), "the fullness of Hm
that filleth all in all" (1:23).

CHRI ST I N H' S FULLNESS

It is very wonderful that He should
be willing to come. But it is a glorious
thing that He should be willing to take
absol ute responsibility in our lives,
because He cannot make a m stake, and He
cannot fail.

It seens incredible that any
bel i ever shoul d refuse such a gift.
Again we urge you -- receive Hmin His



fullness by faith. Do not wait for or
expect any "thrill," any "ecstasy." You
may feel one, and you may not. But take
Christ at Hi s word, and believe that He
has conme into your heart to be your
life. Then rely upon Hmto supply al
your need. <74>

"Behold, | stand at the door and
knock; if any man hear My voice and open
the door, | will conme in to hinf

(Revel ation 3:20).

Bear in mnd that Christ is already
in the heart of every believer -- even
in the heart of one who is only
followi ng afar off. But in so many cases
He is not filling the WHOLE heart. He
has only partial possession; He has not
conplete control. There are often
chanbers of the heart which are shut
against Hm And not only closed, but
with a | odger within, and that |odger a
burglar waiting his time to gain
entrance to other roonms within. "If any
man. .. open the door."

We Christians sonetinmes sing:

O Jesus, Thou art standing
Qutside the fast closed door

In lowy patience waiting

To pass the threshold o' er:

Shanme on us, CHRI STI AN brothers,
H s nanme and sign who bear

Ch, shane -- thrice shame upon us,
To keep Hi m standing there.

And with the great majority of believers
this is true of sone part of the heart.

But it isn't so nuch the "shanme" as
the utter folly of it. For we know that
He wi shes to gain access to the whol e of
our hearts sinply to bring richest
bl essi ng.

Paul inplores the Roman Christians,
"Yield yourselves unto God." He hinself
did so, and "heard His voice," with no
cl osed door between -- words
unutterable; he felt joy unspeakabl e and
full of glory, and in the full ness of
his heart he cries, "Thanks be unto God
for H s unspeakable gift." <75>

TEMPTATI ON AND FAI LURE



"Is it possible to | ose the
Victorious Life?" is a question often
asked. Indeed, it is possible.
Tenptation will certainly cone, and
failure may occur. A great Christian
| eader of nmen told the witer, a few
days ago, how he had soneti nmes
tenmporarily lost the victory. "But,"
said he, "whenever |'ve failed, it has
al ways been through the sin of
worrying." Yet there NEED be no failure.
We have a perfect Savior. Wen we | ook
back upon a break in this wonderfu
communi on with Christ, we shall always
have to confess that the failure need
not have occurred.

SI NLESS PERFECTI ON?

There are many saintly souls who
openly declare that they never sin. They
claimsinless perfection. They al so
claimthat St. John teaches such a
t hi ng.

"We know t hat whosoever is begotten
of God sinneth not, but He that was
begotten of God (i.e., Jesus Christ)
keepeth him and the evil one toucheth
himnot" (1 _John 5:18). "Wosoever is
begotten of God doeth no sin, because
H s seed (Jesus Christ ) abideth in Hm
and he cannot sin, because he is
begotten of God" (1_John 3:9).

These statenments refer not to
single acts of sin, but to habitual sin.
The tense used in the G eek does not
imply that he cannot conmit one definite
act of sin, but that he cannot continue
si nni ng; he cannot nake a practice of
sinning, or frequently repeat acts of
sin, it is not his habit to sin. John is
here speaki ng of known and vol untary
sins, not of sins of infirmty or the
falling short of the glory of God. <76>

TENDENCY OR PCSSI Bl LI TY

Any man can sin. Any nan can tell a
[ie. But we know what we nmean when we
say "An honest man cannot lie." W do
not accuse CGeorge Washi ngton of untruth
when he declared "I cannot tell aliel™

Every sin is against a good nan's



nature. We say the "wood cannot sink."
this is true. The tendency of wood is
always to float. Yet there is always the
possibility of its sinking. The hand of
a child may subnerge it; when sodden
with water it will lie on the bottom
VWhen the child releases it, it floats
again. Wien a man is living the

victorious life -- a life maintained and
actually lived for himby the indwelling
Christ -- there is no tendency to sin.

He desires always to do those things
which are pleasing to God. But there is
al ways the awful possibility of his

si nning. He may become absorbed in the
"world;" he may allow tenptation to gain
entrance and the hand of Satan upon him
may drag hi mdown. So |ong, however, as
amnis fully surrendered to Christ and
in full comunion with H m he cannot
sin. But such alife is a nonment by
nmonent victory through a nonment by
monent faith. At any tine he can
partially withdraw his surrender or
break his conmuni on.

IN THE FATHER S HANDS

A railway coach attached to a
nmovi ng | oconotive cannot stop. But at
any nonment the coupling may break and a
st oppage ensue. Let us, however, repeat
the statenent that no man need conmit
any known and voluntary sin. "He is able
to keep (guard) that which I have
committed unto Hm" The margina
reading is, "He is able to guard that
whi ch He hath commtted unto ne"
(2_Timothy 1:12). <77>

Both statenents are true -- praise
be to God. "He is able to keep you from
stunbling"” (Jude 24).

Mor eover our Lord Hinself says of
Hs followers, "No nman shall snatch them
out of My hand" ... "And no one is able
to snatch themout of the Father's hand"
(John 10:28-29). And it is evident that
our Savior has made every provision for
guardi ng us |l est we snatch oursel ves out
of Hi s hand. The victory over sin which
is secured fromfaith in Christ is,
however, a nmonent by nonent victory, and
we nust ever be "l ooking unto Jesus, the
Begi nner and Fi ni sher of our faith"
(Hebrews 12:2).



But thanks be to God, it isn't our
"l ooki ng unto Jesus" that gives us the
victory, but "Hs |ooking unto us."
Peter could see the Lord despitefully
used, and whilst |ooking at H mcould
curse and deny that he knew H m But
when our Savior "turned and | ooked upon
Peter", no further denial was possible.
Not our faith, but Hs faithful ness, is
our safeguard.

The indwelling Christ is nore than
equal to all energencies. So long as we
trust Hmfully and obey H's snmall est
behest -- so long shall we continue in
victory. Wiy then should a man ever
commit any voluntary sin? And why are we
surprised when a fully sanctified
Christian man tells us he never sins
know ngl y?

THE CAUSE OF FAI LURE

The reason why even fully
consecrated Christians are sonetinmes
"overtaken in a fault" is because the
majority of believers are not fully
surrendered to the will of God. It would
be safe to say that nost Christians
think very little of such sins as pride,
anger, irritability, inpatience,

j eal ousy, sel f-seeking, un-love and
suchlike. It is, therefore, such an easy
thing for a man living the <78>
Victorious Life to fall into any of
these sins; so many of his fell ow
Christians do so unblushingly. And
shoul d he fall probably no one is in the
| east surprised at it! Mreover, no one
but a wholly sanctified man can reprove
such a one, or he will get the reply,
"Physi ci an, heal thyself," or even be
referred to the "beani and the "note."
In fact, only a "spiritual” man can help
him As St. Paul says, "If a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual restore such a one" (Galatians
6:1).

Yet how easy it is to live the life
of victory when in the conpany of wholly
sanctified men and wonen! Ch, that there
were many nore such!

Wy are we surprised when a man
says he has reached a state of "sinless



perfection"? Well, as arule it is
perfectly obvious to anyone but hinself
that he has not reached such an ideal
Sooner or later he is "overtaken in a
fault.” A saintly Christian man was
recently arguing this point at a big

| uncheon party, and he clainmed "sinless
perfection” for hinself. A fell ow guest
quietly said, whether in sincerity or
as a test | know not, "Forgive me for
saying so, but | was thinking you were a
little greedy over your food!"™ "I've
never yet been accused of greed over
anyt hing,"” flashed out the reply, "nor
will I allow YOU to accuse ne!" The
warnmth with which the retort was made
raised a smile on the faces of all who
heard it; practice and profession so
evidently di sagreed.

This little story proves both the
statenments nade above. The "sinlessly
perfect” man is sonetimes irritable and
angry, and when he is "overtaken in a
fault" the average Christian is both
anused and pl eased! <79>

SINS OR "I NFIRM Tl ES"

The witer has had the privil ege of
nmeeting believers who claim"sinless
perfection.” He sat at a table with one
at every neal for a week. To be quite
frank he nust acknowl edge that he saw no
outward trace of any sin. But this dear
child of God took the witer to task in
a kindly way for not preaching sinless
perfection. This led to a long chat on
the subject. My critic declared that a
vi ol ent tenper had been conpletely
eradi cated by the Lord Jesus. But he
confessed to occasional feelings of
i npatience, irritability, and un-Iove.
"These, however, | regard as | NFIRM TIES
and not as sins," said he.

My experience is that when nmen who
profess sinless perfection are tackled
about it, they always naintain that
"little" things which WE call sins are
only infirmties. Brothers, take your
infirmties to Christ, and let the
"strength of Christ rest upon you"
(2_Corinthians 12:9).

Sonetinmes, alas! great harmis done
to the cause of Christ by nmen professing



"sinless perfection,” and boasting about
it, even while allowing things in their
lives which give the lie to their

pr of essi on.

One such cane to a friend of the
witer to consult himon a business
guestion. It was such an obvi ous case of
sharp practice, if not of downright
di shonesty, that ny friend said in
surprise, "How does such an act fit in
wi th your profession of sinless
perfection?" "Oh, business is
busi ness," cane the inpatient reply.
"And I will have nothing to do with this
pi ece of business, then," answered ny
friend.

W have dealt at length on this
poi nt because the devil uses the bogey
of "sinless perfection” to scare away
many sincere souls fromseeking a life
of holiness. <80>

Qur position is just this: So |ong
as a fully surrendered believer sinmply
trusts the Lord Jesus to keep himand to
conquer his tenptations for him he need
not commt willful sin. It is, therefore,
quite legitimate and right and fitting
that we should pray every norning,

"Grant that this day we fall into no
sin."™ "Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us
this day without sin." And Christ is
able to keep us even from stunbling
(Jude 24, RV). And He does keep us just
so long as we trust Hmto do so

Yet at any nonment we may fall into
sin. It is a monment by noment victory.
Many who read this will gladly confess
to have experienced this freedomfrom
known sin for five mnutes, for ten
m nutes, for an hour, and for a nuch
longer time. But we shall all sadly
confess that at times we willfully
harbor a sinful thought and sonetines
even conmt knowi ngly sone sinful act,
falling under sone sudden tenptation. As
we | ook back upon it, we are confident
that we need not have sinned. It was
"our own nost grievous fault." Moreover,
we find that the mgjority of such slips
are due to unchristian acts or words of
ot her believers. They are nore often due
to the low level of spiritual life in
fellow Christians than to the opposition



of the worl d.

Do not condemn us, but claim
victory for yourself and so raise the
standard around us.

Caimvictory for yourself, and
show us by practical denonstration what
a glorious life can be lived by one who
is wholly Christ's.

@z
<81>
CHAPTER TWELVE

THE PERILS OF THI'S LIFE -- SOME OF THE
PERI LS THAT BESET A LI FE OF HOLI NESS AND
HOW THEY NMAY BE MET AND CONQUERED

The Victorious Life is not
somet hi ng which is obtai ned once for al
-- a sunmt reached from which nothing
can di sl odge us. This victory is secured
fromnmonment to nonent by a nonent - by-
monent faith. There is constant victory
for the believer so long as he trusts
Christ entirely -- and only so |ong.

The nmonent that sinple faith is
| ost, that nmonent the victory over sin
is broken. That is why our Lord seenms to
sumup "sin" in the one word "unbelief."
"The Holy Spirit when He is cone shal
convict the world of sin... of sin,
because they believe not on Me" (John
16:8). And this is why St. John says,
"This is the victory that overconeth the
worl d, even our FAITH (1_John 5:4).

Since, then, there is no such thing
as a once-for-all victory, it is evident
that this life is beset with perils, and
we nust be constantly on our guard. O,
to be strictly accurate, we nust ever
all ow "t he peace of God to guard our
hearts.” An earnest |aboring man used to
i nsi st upon quoting that verse as "A
pi ece of CGod shall guard your hearts" --
and his idea was right. For it is the
i ndwel ling Christ, the Son of God, Wo
does this for us. <82>

THE ABI DI NG CHRI ST

VWhat are sone of the dangers that



beset a life of holiness? To be
forewarned is to be forearnmed. Nor need
we fear to face any danger. "For in al
these things we are nore than conquerors
through H mthat |oved us" (Romans
8:37).

There is, first of all --
1. SELF- EFFORT.

In the first flush of joy at
realizing the possibility of such alife
of victory, there is a tendency to
attenpt to hug our possession -- to nake
a continuous and conscious effort to
clingtoit. Afeeling that if we do not
strenuously concentrate our thoughts
upon the indwelling Christ, we shal
| ose Hm Perhaps this cones from
regarding the Victorious Life as a
bl essing -- a possession we can forfeit
or lose. Satan always tries to get us to
regard it as such. It may slip from our
grasp. No. It is a Person, not a
"thing." It is the Lord Jesus Chri st
H nmsel f, Who cones not so much for us to
possess Hm but that He may possess us.
He cannot slip fromour grasp. He holds
us. He has prom sed, "I will never |eave
t hee nor forsake thee" (Hebrews 13:5).
That is why the witer likes to dwell
upon the abiding Christ rather than the
"full ness of the Spirit."

Once it was the bl essing,
Now it is the Lord,
Once it was the feeling,
Now it is H s Wrd.
Once His gifts | wanted.
Now t he G ver own;
Once | sought for healing,
Now Hi nsel f al one

He keeps us -- it is not we who
keep Hm and "He is able to keep." O
course, we nust allow the Lord <83>
Jesus to be "the hone of our thoughts.™
But "l ooking unto Jesus" in faith and
| ove does not nean strenuous effort to
retain Hm-- a willing guest. Qur
"l ook" of faith is not with strained
eyes, but with a restful gaze.

IN THE PLACE OF SAFETY

"Abide in Me," says our Lord. Just



rest peacefully in Hmso far as your
life of victory is concerned. At every
alarm at every approach of tenptation
just "hide in Hm" the Rock of Ages,
just as the coney takes cover in his
rock of defence. "Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow' -- not by
self-effort, toiling or striving. They
just abide in the sunshine and drink in
its life. "Wiich of you by bei ng anxi ous
can add one cubit to his stature?" asks
our Lord in the Sernon on the Munt. And
in Hs mnd was sonething nore than
physi cal stature.

It is not our faith but H's
fai thful ness that maintains the
Victorious Life. "Trust in the Lord,"
and then "do good; so shalt thou dwell
in the land and verily thou shalt be
fed" (Psalm 37:3).

W may remark in passing that even
in our conflict with evil around us our
trust nust be entirely in Hm and not
in our own power and effort. How
remarkably this is brought out in our
Lord's instructions to H's Apostl es.
"Behold, I send you forth as sheep
am dst wol ves," says He. Now how does He
proceed? "Be ye therefore arned to the
teeth?" NEVER "Be ye therefore harnl ess
as doves" (Matthew 10:16). Why? Because
HE is our defence and our shield.

2. NO FREEDOM FROM TEMPTATI ON.

The Victorious Life is not an
untenpted life. Only ONE Man has ever
lived an unbroken Victorious Life, and
that was our Lord Hinself. And "He was
tenpted <84> in all points |like as we
are, yet without sin." The sinless
angel s were tenpted, and sone fell. Adam
and Eve in their sinless state were
tenpted, and also fell. So | et us not be
surprised when the devil tenpts us. He
will do all in his power to drag us
down, because the Victorious Life is the
only one that really counts. Every child
of God will be tenpted, but we can
"count it all joy," for we are told that
the shield of faith is "able to quench
ALL the fiery darts of the evil one"
(Ephesi ans 6:16) .

A CONSTANT ATTI TUDE OF FAI TH



3. | F VW FALL.

There is always the possibility of
sinning, and there is the provision for

it. ""If the anointed priest shall sin
so as to bring guilt on the people, then
let himoffer for his sin..." (Leviticus

4:3). Doesn't this prove that sinis
i nevitabl e?" asked an inquirer. Surely
not. Every ship that sails is provided
with a supply of lifeboats, lest there
shoul d be a shipweck or a collision

This does not inply that it is the
captain's intention to weck his ship;
nor does it nmean that therefore every
ship nmust be wecked.

So, then, it is possible for both
priest and people to sin.

The Victorious Life is secured by
an act of faith: and it is only
mai nt ai ned by a constant attitude of
faith. Suppose, then, there is a
monentary failure and we fall into sonme
sin. What then? Wiy, Satan i mediately
tries to follow up his victory by trying
to persuade us that there is no such
thing as the Victorious Life; or that if
there is, then we never had the
bl essing; or if we had -- well, it is
gone forever: we've lost it. And our
fell ow Christians who have never seen
the only way of victory will gladly back
himup in his assertions. Even devout
<85> and earnest believers will assure
us that such teaching is a dangerous
her esy.

Do not listen either to Satan or
them W have seen that the Bible is
full of Victorious Life teaching. This
"dangerous heresy"” was taught by
Christ, and shows itself again and again
in St. Paul's Epistles and those of St.
John.

Renenber that God gave us the
Victorious Life after many, many falls.
WIl He then withhold it forever because
of one nore fall? Surely not!

SATAN S WH SPERI NGS

But if Satan fails in dissuading



you fromagain attenpting to live a life
of victory, he will try to delay your
recovery. He will whisper that after
such a grievous failure you nmust lie | ow
for awhile; it will take a long tine
for you to get back again into the life
of victory; there must be an arduous
clinmb, a tedious and hunbling process of
recovery. \Wat answer will you give hin®

Now we have concl usively shown that
no striving or struggling on our part
will ever bring us victory in the first
pl ace.

It nust, therefore, be obvious that
such effort and struggling will never
reinstate us! If we fall into any sin,
our Savior wi shes us at once to turn to
Hmin faith for forgiveness.

I nstant forgiveness and i nstant
restoration. Even in the AOd Testanent
di spensation this was so. "I have sinned
agai nst the Lord," said the penitent
ki ng David. "The Lord also hath put away
thy sin,"” replied the prophet Nathan
i medi ately (2_Samuel 11, 12).

"If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from al
unri ght eousness” (1_John 1:9). Your
fall does not weaken Christ. "He is
(still) able to keep." HE has not
failed. Nor will He fail you. And once
you are forgiven, turn your thoughts
away fromthat sin and try never to
think of it again. "One thing | do,"
said Paul, "forgetting the things [he
m ght well have said "sins"] that are
behind ... | press on toward the goal"
(Philippians 3:13).

A HI NDRANCE TO HOLI NESS

This is not mnimzing or under-
rating the sin. No one has such a horror
of sin as he who is living the
Victorious Life. Nor does it nean
conpl acency under defeat.

But we feel strongly that the
recol | ection of past sins is one of the
greatest hindrances to present holiness
and useful ness. Such recollection
weakens our confidence, prevents our



usef ul ness, and rem nds us of the
"pl easures of sin": so there follow
feeble wtness, fruitless work, and
fresh falling into sin.

Moreover, renorse, or agony of
feeling, or self-condemation, cannot do
aught to heal the wound. The atoning
bl ood of Christ is sufficient for that.
In fact, so sufficient -- if one may use
such an expression -- that after the
gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
Christians are nowhere told to pray for
the forgi veness of their sins. The
command is sinply to confess themto
God, and their forgiveness is assured.

The reason is obvious. Wen the
Holy Spirit of Christ dwells in the
heart, sin is abhorrent, and a | ongi ng
for forgi veness al ways acconpani es
conf essi on.

4. DO NOT' PRESUME

"The truth about the indwelling
Christ, or rather the consciousness of
H s indwel ling, gives you such wonderfu
confidence," said a venerable cleric to
the witer, <87> "that the danger is
that you get TOO confident." W see his
poi nt. But we cannot be too confident!
VWhat this man of God neant is this:
There is a danger of relying upon past
victory to keep us safe in the present.

W may have -- and Christ desires us to
have -- a long period of unbroken
victory.

But the | onger the period, the
safer and stronger we are apt to FEEL
ourselves to be. Paul knew the danger
full well, "Let himthat thinketh he
standet h take heed lest he fall"
(1_Corinthians 10:12). W nust bear in
m nd that OUR weakness is never made
strong. "Qur sufficiency is from CGod."
We are NEVER sufficient of ourselves to
account anything as from oursel ves
(2_Corinthians 3:5).

It is "Al of Christ" and al ways of
Chri st.

"It is God that worketh in you both
towill and to do" (Philippians 2:13).
As M. C. G Trunbull puts it, in his



_Perils of the Victorious Life_:

"Christ and Christ alone is our
victory. Ten years of unbroken record
does not add a particle to the strength
of our Lord Jesus Christ; it does not
i ncrease the sufficiency of H s grace,
for that sufficiency is infinite. The
assurance of our continuance in victory
is not our good record, but the grace of
our Lord. Qur continued record in
victory adds nothing to our assurance of
victory."

THE NECESSI TY OF OBEDI ENCE

Mor eover our victory for any length
of tinme does not weaken Satan. HE is
just as powerful and active and
spiteful, and just waits his
opportunity. And H S opportunity is any
over-confidence or spiritual pride in
us.

5. DI SOBEY NOT QUR LORD S COMVAND.

A radi antly happy couple w shed to
speak to ne after an address on the
i ndwel ling Christ. "W have known <88>
and experienced the truth of the
Victorious Life for many nont hs now, "
said the husband, "and it has conpletely
revol utioni zed our lives. Al this tine
we have been staying away fromthe
Lord's Table. W never go to the Holy
Conmmuni on now. But are we right in
keepi ng away?" "What is your REASON for
absenting yourselves?" | asked. "Because
Paul tells us there is no further need
of the Holy Conmuni on when once Chri st
has conme to dwell in the heart,” was the
astoni shing reply. Wth nmuch curiosity
the witer asked for the reference to
such a conmand. And this was the answer:
"Paul said, 'As oft as ye eat this bread
and drink this cup ye proclaimthe
Lord's death TILL HE COW
(1_Corinthians 11:26). Well, now that he
HAS cone to abide IN us, we have
refrained from partaking of the Holy
Conmmuni on. " That godly man and wonman
were delighted to learn that those words
"Till He come" evidently refer to the
Second Comi ng of our Lord. Paul hinself
was then |iving and preaching the
Victorious Life, but he still partook of
the Holy Conmuni on. "W ALL partake of



t he one bread," says he (1_Cor.10:17).
We nust never di sobey any command of our
Lord.

Yet how graci ous our Lord is! The
dear peopl e nentioned above were
radi antly happy and were bringing forth
"the fruit of the Spirit," although they
wer e di sobeying God. They "did it
ignorantly,”™ but not in unbelief, and
t he Savi or graciously bl essed them and
in due tinme showed themthe "better
way. "

| NDWELT BY THE HOLY TRINITY

The witer has nmet advanced
Churchmen of the Anglo-Catholic schoo
-- holy and hunble nen of God -- who
have been thrilled by talks on the
Victorious Life, but who have expressed
a fear that such teaching would <89>
"do away with the need of the
Sacranment.” No such fear need ever
disturb their mnds.

This teaching is entirely
Scriptural, as we have shown.

Space forbids us to enter fully
into the rel ationship between the
i ndwel I'ing of Christ through the Holy
Spirit and our Lord's definite
decl aration, "Except ye eat the flesh of
the Son of Man and drink H s bl ood, ye
have not life in yourselves" (John
6:53).

Let us rem nd ourselves that al

the Persons of the Trinity dwell in us.
Christ said, "If a man love Me he will
keep Wy word: and My Father will |ove

him and WVE will cone unto him and make
our abode with hinf (John 14:23). W
know that the Holy Spirit dwells in us
"that He may abide with you for ever™
(14:16).

It may be that God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit
"sanctify us wholly" -- soul, body and
spirit.

But we do believe that no victory
ever adnmits of disobedi ence to any of
our Lord's commands. And when He says
"Do this" we nmust obey. If we love Hm



we shall keep H s comandnents.
@as
<90>

CHAPTER THI RTEEN

OTHER PERI LS

SOME MORE OF THE PERI LS THAT BESET THE
PATH OF THE TRUE SEEKER AFTER HOLI NESS

There are other perils in the path
of holiness in addition to those al ready
dealt with. Let us look at them

WHERE MANY BLUNDER
6. DO NOT' ASSUME | NFALLI BI LITY.

We can picture many of our readers
smling at such a ridicul ous counsel
But this is a real danger! There is such
a joy in unbroken conmuni on with our
Lord, and often such a consci ousness of

power -- not our power, but that of the
indwelling Christ -- that there is a
danger of our supposing that we al ways
know God's will in any matter -- that we

are always right.

The witer once had occasion to
live with four consecrated nen of Cod --
all of themfar nore experienced in holy
[iving than hinself. One of them was,

i ndeed, deeply taught of God and used to
spend | ong hours in prayer. But in our
del i berati ons he always quietly assuned
that he had the mind of Christ, and that
any proposal which conflicted with his

i deas must necessarily be wong; and
this, even if four of us felt led

anot her way to that suggested by him
Not infrequently, subsequent events
showed that we were right and he was
wrong. <91>

One norning our |eader quietly and
kindly remarked, "My dear----, sone of
us think that we also are led to God."
Do not m sunderstand nme. The reference
here is not to an obstinate, dogmatic,
sel f - opi ni onated man who w shed to have
his own way. Qur friend in question was
holy, hunmble, and unselfish to a degree
-- but was "infallible." He always



assuned that he was absol utely guided by
God in all his proposals. The best of us
isnot alittle deaf spiritually, and we
do not always catch God's nessage; j ust
as a deaf person does not always catch
the right nmessage through a tel ephone.
There nust be a perfect "doing of God's
will" before there is a perfect "know ng
of the doctrine" (John 7:17).

Let us recognize that we are
fallible. W may be m staken. This does
not nmean that the mpjority is always
right. Ten men once said, "W are not
able to go up against the people, for
they are stronger than we." Wile only
two nmen urged, "Let us go up at once and
possess it: for we are well able to
overcome it" (Nunmbers 13:30). The people
sided with the ten and years of msery
and rebel lion ensued, because the two
were right and had the mnd of CGod.

THE WORLD AND I TS CLAI M5
7. DO NOT | GNORE THI' S WORLD

A consecrated man of God lives in a
house called "Torthorwol d." H s
nei ghbors say that is what he lives for
"T" other world." But all who know him
are aware that he | eads a npbst strenuous
life trying to nake this world and its
i nhabitants better. W live in two
worl ds at the sane tine and have a duty
to each.

"Do you think it is wong of nme to
play marbles with ny little boy of
four?" asked a white-haired saintly
<92> father. W wonder what answer our
readers woul d give

How it woul d delight the heart of
Satan if he could persuade all wholly
sanctified people that all pleasures
were sinful! Dear nman of God, by al
means play marbles -- if you are not
tenpted to cheat!

We are living not only a spiritua
life, but a bodily life, and whether we
like it or not, a very large part of our
time and interests is taken up with
t hi ngs whi ch concern the body. Moreover,
we are placed in communities. God never
meant man to |ive alone. God made two



statenments about the first man, Adam
right at the beginning of his existence.

The first was that he was "very
good." The next remark was this, "it is
not good that the man shoul d be al one"
(CGenesis 2:18). Every man is born into a
famly -- every man has his human
rel ati onshi ps. Each of us is to show
love to all nen. Al the little social
anenities of life are points of contact
with those around us. Love manifests
itself in deeds, and we nust be human as
well as "divine." W can only show our
| ove to God by deeds of |ove to our
fellowmen. By all neans ronp with the
little ones and play with the big ones!

HAPPY AND " HUMAN'

Men living the Victorious Life are
t he happi est and "humanest" of people,
overflowing with the joy of the Lord --
bubbl i ng over with innocent fun and
mrth. We are here to make this world a
happi er world. "The joy of the Lord is
your strength” (Nehem ah 8:10). W are
to "rejoice evernore," and that neans we
are to begin now, here on earth.

A not her sat searching her Bible,
trying to probe the secrets of a life of
hol i ness. She spent so nuch tinme seeking
spiritual help that the duties of her
househol d <93> becane irksonme and were
either hurried through or neglected. The
"honel i ness" of the hone was gone. One
day, as she was deep in study, her
little girl toddled up to her side with
a broken doll. "Mimmy, please nend dolly
for me." Wth an inpatient gesture, the
not her brushed the little one aside.
"I"ve nmore inportant things to do than
troubl e about dolly!™ The little one
turned sadly away, and the nother
continued her search for holiness.

But the search was a fruitless one,
and the nother closed her book with a
sigh, and sought the little child. She
was |ying on the hearthrug clutching her
darling doll, and with the tears stil
wet on her pretty face. The nother's
heart was smitten. God spoke to her then
and there. Tenderly stooping over the
little one, she woke her with her
ki sses. Then taking her into her arnms,



she breathed a prayer to God for

forgi veness. She saw that holiness could
not thrive on neglected duties. Her
devotion to her Lord was henceforth seen
in her care of the household, and shone
out even in nendi ng broken toys! Hone
becanme honme again. And the very page of
Scripture was lighted up with a fresh

gl ory.

Yes, and victory shone in the
not her' s radi ant face.

THE CHRI STI AN HERI TAGE

W believe that the Lord Jesus, \Wo
wat ched the children at their play, and
the fishernen and farners at their work,
VWho worked Hinself and yet nmade tine to
be present at a weddi ng feast, w shes us
to take a real and lively interest in
all the concerns of life -- our own and
t hose of our friends. He has given us a
capacity for pleasure, and He longs to
see us enjoy His gift of life. <94>

He has given us a physical frane
whi ch needs food, and work, exercise,
and rel axation. He wi shes us to enjoy
our neals, our work, and our recreation
The marvel ous real mof nature, the
wonder ful infinitude of space peopl ed
wi th suns, the cadence of nusic and the
color of sky and sea and | andscape are
for our enjoynent.

Al'l things bright and beautiful,
Al'l creatures great and small
Al'l things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God nade them al

for our pleasure as well as for H's
gl ory.

The world is so full of a nunber of
t hi ngs

I"msure we should all be as happy
as ki ngs.

says the child' s poet. God expects H s
children to be careful about their dress
and manners. Surely, He desires us to be
attractive Christians? The King's

busi ness requires haste, but it never
requi res discourtesy or |ack of proper
attentiveness to our fell ows.



I'S RELI G ON M SERY?

The witer net a godly major on a
voyage to India. He had been converted
froma life of dissolution, and was now
ever engrossed in his Bible. He avoi ded
every kind of amusenent -- even deck
quoits. Witing to me froma public
school in England, a son of the dear
maj or said, "I AM SO gl ad you have met
my father. Do try to convert himto the
Church of England, his religion nakes
himso miserable.”

No wonder the high-spirited | ad
found little happiness in his father's
conpany, and was a little shy of
"religion.™

@GOD S religion never yet nade a man
m serabl e! Nor does the Lord Jesus
delight in msery! Did not the <95>
Savi or say, "These things have | spoken
unto you that My joy mght remain in
you, and that your joy mght be full"?
(John 15:11) There is a RIGHT way of
"maki ng the nost of both worlds."

NOT TRUSTI NG TO THRI LLS
8. DO NOT' RELY ON THRI LLS.

It often happens that when a
bel i ever enters upon a life of victory
over voluntary sin that he experiences a
joy, and an ecstasy and a thrill which
make himfeel as if he were treading on
air. But this is not always the case,
and we nust not suppose that an absence
of thrills is a proof that Christ has
not come in Hs fullness.

God wants us to trust Hmand H's
Wbrd, and not to rely upon feelings. He
woul d save us fromthe peril of testing
our victory, or testing H s indwelling,
by any preconcei ved notions of ours as
to HOWH s presence shall be felt or
mani fested. Think | ess of the victory,
| ess of the blessing, and nore of the
Bl esser.

You renenber Spurgeon's apt remark
which is worth repeating just here. "I
| ooked at Jesus, and the dove of peace
flewinto ny heart. | |ooked at the dove
of peace, and she flew away."



Do not then be exam ning or testing
your victory. Maintain a sinple and
constant trust in Christ -- HE cannot
fail

It isreally better to enter into
the Victorious Life by sinple faith
unacconpani ed by ecstasy or thrill.

For when the thrill subsides, and
life seens hundrum and comonpl ace, we
may be tenpted to think that the victory
has vani shed with the thrill! Fact --
faith -- feeling: that is the order

9. DO NOTI' BE SURPRI SED | F OTHERS
FAIL TO SEE QUR VI CTCRY. <96>

Only One Man ever lived a sinless
life -- areally Victorious Life al
through -- and that is the Man Chri st
Jesus.

But the | eaders of religionin H's
days on earth were so blinded that they
failed to see the Victorious Life in
H m They called H ma "w ne-bibber."

"We know that this man is a
sinner," said they of Christ. So we nust
not be surprised if nen fail to
recogni ze the Victorious Life in us.

We nust be very hunble, and when
others thwart us or oppose us, and deny
our sincerity or orthodoxy, no spirit of
un-|ove or root of bitterness nust comne
in; no holier-than-thou feeling nmust be
entertained for a nonment -- or our
victory is broken.

W are certain to be m sunder st ood,
and our greatest opponents will be not
the world, but the Church

The devil has sown tares in the
field of the Church, and only God
H nsel f knows what is tares and what is
wheat. It is fromthese -- the children
of the wi cked one in the Church -- that
the greatest opposition is to be
expected. [Qur Lord never calls nere
unbel i evers "children of the devil," but
only "religious" unbelievers (see
Mat t hew 13: 25, 38; 23:15; John 8:38-44).
It is an awful thought, but must be



noted.] The servant is not greater than
his Lord. If Christ received opposition
from"religious" people, so shall we.

But every such act of opposition is
an opportunity for us to show, not by
our lip, but by our life, the Christ-
life; to prove that there IS victory
t hrough the Lord Jesus Christ.

And even if some oppose and
criticize and condemm, many around us,
seeing our victory through Christ, wll
be gl ad thereof and rejoice; because
they will see the <97> mghty power of
God -- mighty to the overthrow ng of
st ronghol ds.

THE MOVENT OF VI CTORY
10. NOW-- NOT' TOMORROW

May we rem nd our readers of a very
sinmple fact, and yet one so often
forgotten. It is this: The only time you
can live the Victorious Life is Now

The only way to have Victory
through Christ is to get it Now -- at
this very noment. This life is not
nmerely one for emergencies. So many dear
people are waiting for future
opportunities to manifest the indwelling
Chri st.

They wait for a prayer neeting, or
an open-air, or for a conversation with
anot her congeni al spirit.

But Now is the only nonment of
victory.

God is Light as well as Love. And
our Lord said, "LET your Iight shine" --
not MAKE it shine as occasion arises.
LET IT shine al ways, everywhere.

VWhen you spring out of bed each day
and say joyously to yourself and your
CGod, "To ne to live is Christ,"” make up
your mnd to manifest sonething of the
glory of Christ to everyone you neet
that day. Keep a watch over yourself.

Let the people in the honme see the
light -- the victory. Let your fell ow
workers in the office or yard, in the



shop or the ship, the factory or the
school, see that Christ is dwelling in
your heart. Wiy should not the
tradesnman, the postnen, the bus-
conductors detect your secret? Be

epi stles of Christ, "known and read of
all nmen" (2_Corinthians 3:2).

A dear friend of the witer's -- a
cultured man brought literally to the
gutter through drink -- was converted

<98> at a tranps' mssion. The day
foll owi ng, he boarded a tram The
conductor was nystified, for the
passenger's clothes told of beggary,
while his face refl ected heaven! "Wy,
mate, " he exclainmed, "you look as if
sonmeone's died and left you a fortune!™
"You are right there," cane the quick
reply. "Jesus Christ has died for me and
has given ne Hs riches in glory."
"Well, he mght dress you better," was
the sneer -- and HE DI D

Shall not even strangers be
attracted by our joy?

IN COWUNI ON W TH CHRI ST

But do not wait for the future. Let
victory be yours NOW

Just live in such communion with
Christ that He can always show forth His
gl ory through you.

"Unto me was this grace given, to
preach unto the Gentiles the
unsear chabl e riches of Christ, to nmake
ALL MEN see what is the nmystery which
fromall ages hath been hid in CGod ..
t hat NOW ni ght be made known through the
Church [i.e., through you and ne] the
mani fol d wi sdom of God" (Ephesians
3:9-10).

Yes -- and Hs wondrous |ife and
i neffable glory.

a4
<99>
CHAPTER FOURTEEN

"H GHEST" CRITIC SM



THE H GHEST CRI TI G SM THAT PREVENTS MANY
CHRI STI ANS FROM BELI EVI NG AND ACCEPTI NG
THEIR RI CH HERI TAGE | N CHRI ST

The npbst extraordinary thing about
the Victorious Life is that although it
is so clearly taught in Scripture, yet
it is so frequently unrecogni zed by
Bi bl e students. Many who have a
t hor ough know edge of their Bibles know
nothing of this truth experinentally.
The witer hinself had been a carefu
student of the Scriptures for many years
before the glory of this life lighted up
his soul. Again and again clergy have
confessed, "W do not preach this truth
because we do not know it
experinmental ly."

Howis it that we are so slow of
heart to understand? Probably the best
way to put the case is to describe at
some |length the inner experiences of two
men who had | ong been devoted to the
service of God. Hudson Taylor, then a
m ssionary in China, was one of these
nmen. He has left in a letter to his
sister a record of his search for
holiness and his total inability to see
how to get it, although the way lies so
clearly on the page of Scripture. This
i s his confession:

HUDSON TAYLOR S CONFESSI ON

"I prayed, fasted, agonized,
strove, nmade resolutions, read the Bible
nore diligently, sought nore tine for
retirement and neditation -- but al
wi t hout effect. <100> Every day --
al nrost every hour -- the consciousness
of sin oppressed ne. Then cane the
guestion: 'Is there no rescue? Mist it
be this to the end -- constant conflict,
and instead of Victory, too often
defeat?" | hated nyself, | hated ny sin,
and yet | gained no strength against it.
| felt I was a child of God, but how to
rise tomy privileges as a child I was
utterly powerless to see. | thought that
hol i ness, practical holiness, was to be
gradual ly attained by a diligent use of
the nmeans of grace. | felt there was
nothing I so much desired in the world,
nothing I so much needed. Wen ny agony
of soul was at its height, a sentence in
a latter was used to renove the scales



fromny eyes, and the Spirit of God
reveal ed the truth of our oneness with
Jesus. "

VWhat was this letter? Wiat was the
sentence? The letter runs: "By faith a
channel is formed by which Christ's
full ness plenteously flows down. The
barren branch becones a portion of the
fruitful stem He is nost holy who has
nost of Christ within. It is defective
faith which clogs the feet and causes
many a fall. Abiding -- not struggling
or striving: |ooking off to H m
trusting H mfor present power; trusting
H mto subdue all inward corruption
resting in the conscious joy of a
conpl ete sal vation; a salvation from al
sin: willing that He should be truly
supreme. That is NOT NEW YET IT IS NEW
TO ME. | seemto have got to the edge
only, but to the edge of a sea that is
boundl ess. Christ literally ALL seens to
me now the power --the only power-- for
service; the only ground for unchangi ng
joy. Now, then, is this faith increased?
Only by thinking of all that JESUS is
and all that He is for us: Hs life, Hs
death, H's work, H MSELF, as revealed to
us in Hs Wrd, to be the subject of our
constant thoughts. NOI A <101>
STRIVING TO HAVE FAI TH, or to increase
our faith, BUT A LOOKING OFF TO THE
FAI THFUL ONE seens all we need -- a
resting in the Loved One entirely for
time and eternity. |I'T DOES NOT APPEAR TO
ME ANYTHI NG NEW-- only formerly
m sappr ehended. "

FROM FAI LURE TO TRI UVPH

That was the letter, and the
sentence which arrested Hudson Taylor's
attention was the last one -- "Not a
striving to have faith, but a | ooking
off to the Faithful One seens all we
need. "

W& have quoted these letters at
| ength, partly because they sumup al
we have been trying to teach in these
pages; but chiefly because both these
men of God confess that such teaching is
NOT NEW vyet both have failed to
apprehend it, although they were sinply
yearning for a life of Victory.



As the witer |ooks back on his
past life, nothing so surprises himas
the fact that he failed to see, or
grasp, or apprehend this Victorious Life
teaching, although it is not new,
although it is so plainly taught in
Scripture.

Wy is this? Wiy do so many devout
scholars fail to claim or even seek, a
life of Victory? W cannot help feeling
that it is because nmany read the Bible
critically --yes, and devoutly and
reverently-- but without really claimng
the illumnation of the Holy Spirit.
Many scholars will indignantly deny
this. But we feel that it is so. W do
not accuse anyone of deliberately
rejecting the help of the Holy Spirit --
but of deceiving thensel ves, or at |east
of bei ng deceived.

Even the saintly Bishop Mule
confessed that although he was Principa
of a Theol ogical College, he not only
failed to grasp the nmeaning of this
teachi ng, but was <102> confident that
it was wong -- unscriptural -- until
the Iight dawned. Many of our readers
wi Il remenber how Bi shop Moule cane to
see these truths when on a visit to
Scotland. And all the world knows how
full of it his books are.

UNDER THE SPIRI T' S PONER

The witer would Iike to suggest
the foll owing as an expl anati on of sone
of our blindness. Paul says, "The letter
killeth: it is the Spirit that giveth
l[ife" (2_Corinthians 3:6). Unless then
the Holy Spirit illumnates the Wrd, it
is not life-giving and no Victorious
Life can result. Qur Lord once said,
"Man shall not live by bread al one, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the
mout h of God" (Matthew 4:4). Not by
every word that proceeded. The word is
in the present tense, "proceedeth.” Now
the word is always proceeding. That is
to say, the Holy Spirit takes the
"letter that killeth" and brings it hone
with power and life to the hearts of
t hose who rely upon Hmto do so.

The di sci pl es had heard nmany things
they could not understand -- hard



sayings -- but Christ said, "Wen He,
the Spirit of truth is come, He shal
guide you into all the truth; for He
shal | not speak from Hinsel f, but what
t hi ngs soever He shall bear, these shal
He speak" (John 16:13). Now we l|ive by
the sanme witten word which the Lord IS
SPEAKI NG to us through the Holy Spirit
-- the word which, through the Spirit,
is still "proceeding" out of the mouth
of God.

The Holy Spirit is called in the
Ni cene Creed "The Lord and G ver of
Life." it is He Who gives us the
Victorious Life. But He does it by
revealing to us the WORD OF GOD -- not
only the neaning of the witten <103>
word, but by giving us the indwelling
Christ -- The "Wrd." Christ is born in
us, as it were, and lives in us "by the
operation of the Holy Spirit."

One is often asked the question
"I's the Victorious Life the sane thing
as the fullness of the Holy Spirit?"
VWl l, what is the work of the Holy
Spirit? He comes in all His fullness not
to speak for Hinself, but to reveal the
Lord Jesus Christ, and to lead us into
all truth. "He shall glorify Me," says
Christ, "for He shall take of Mne and
shall declare it unto you."

WHERE SO MANY FAI L

"There is nothing newin all this!"
is the inpatient, well-nigh querul ous
comment so often nade concerning this
teaching. But the very tone of voice
betrays an unwillingness to attenpt to
really assimlate this ancient teaching.

The real trouble is that so many
peopl e who depl ore higher criticism
t hensel ves indul ge in what we venture to
call Hi ghest criticism They nust
acknow edge that this Victorious Life is
scriptural, but they openly decl are that
it is inpossible. They do not deny the
truth of the Wrd of God, but they
tacitly believe that it is unworkable.
Ch, if we could only just take Christ at
H's word! If we only had a sinple
childlike faith in God!

If our faith were but nore sinple



We should take Hmat H s word;
And our |ives would be all sunshine
In the glory of the Lord.

Let us explain what we nean by
hi ghest criticism W nean absolutely
refusing to believe that it is possible
to obey all God's comrands. Now the joy
which is <104> inseparable fromthe
Victorious Life is fromjust taking God
at H s word.

Take such a definite comrand as
Phi li ppians 4:6, "In nothing be
anxious." Do we obey it? Do we believe
it is God' s will that we shoul d never
have an anxi ous thought? Many Christian
peopl e nust sadly confess that their
experience is that they are anxious
about everything. The witer a few years
back consulted an em nent physician, who
expressed an opinion -- wongly, as
events proved -- that the heart was
overstrained and that a |long rest was
i nperative. Anxiety was clearly noted by
the doctor, for he said, "May | nake a
remar k about you clergy? Many peopl e
consult nme, but | find that you | eaders
of religion are JUST AS ANXI QUS about
your bodies as nmen who profess no
religion at all." \Wat a rebuke! The
witer stood condemmed -- and felt
condemmed; but his anxiety still
remai ned! Why? Sinply because he did not
know t he secret of the indwelling
Chri st.

SURE OF THREE THI NGS

He was not acting up to what he
prof essed to believe. He had often
quoted to others the CGod-given conmand,
"Cast thy burden upon the Lord and He
shal I sustain THEE' (Psal m 55:22).
"Casting ALL your ANXI ETY upon H m for
He careth for you" (1 Peter 5:7). Yet
here he was, anxious and troubl ed over
hi s physical condition, when CGod' s very
plain and definite command is "In
not hi ng be anxi ous."

There was cl early somet hi ng wong
with the spiritual life. Wiat was it?
Not blind unbelief, but blank unbelief!
<105>

"W may be quite sure of three



things," says Francis Ridl ey Havergal
"First, that whatever our Lord conmmands
us, He really nmeans us to do.

"Secondly, that whatever He
commands us is 'for our good al ways.'

"And thirdly, that whatever He
commands, He is able and willing to
enable us to do, for "all God' s biddings
are enablings.'"

Now i s there any reason for the
slightest anxiety in one wholly
surrendered to God? Dare we ever doubt
H's love or His ability to provide for
us? Wiy, if a believer only obeys this
one command of God, "In nothing be
anxi ous, " he finds heaven begun on earth
below. But it is inpossible for ME to
keep that command.

So Christ just cones to dwell in ny
heart, to live Hs life in ne, and to do
what | nyself cannot do.

Said the sparrow to the robin:
"I should really like to know
Wiy t hese anxi ous human bei ngs
Rush about and worry so."
Said the robin to the sparrow
"Friend, | think that it nust be
That they have no Heavenly Fat her
Such as cares for you and ne."

Now we DO know our Heavenly Fat her,
VWho gave us His own SON. "Shall He not
also with Hmfreely give us al
t hi ngs?" (Romans 8:32). Then why be
anxi ous?

If you really desire the Victorious
Life, you nust "Cast -- 'roll off' the
word neans -- all your anxiety upon
Hm" For if you keep any of your worry,
there is sonething wong with your
spiritual life and you cannot enjoy the
life nore abundant; for you fail to
trust God. <106>

Now Christ, living in you, can
al one give you miracul ous power to obey
H s command, "In nothing be anxious."

DO WE BELI EVE GOD' S WORD?
W were speaking a little time back

about the possibility of freedom from
sinning. There are two very definite



statenments in Scripture which show that
Christians need not commt known sins.
One is in Ephesians 6:16, "Taking the
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the fiery darts of
the evil one.” The other is this: "God
is faithful, Wio will not suffer you to
be tenpted above that we are able; but
will with the tenptation nmake al so the
way of escape, that ye may be able to
endure it" (1 _Corinthians 10:13).

These are really very wonderful
statenments. What a glorious possibility
is here held out to us! For this
i ncl udes the great root sin of unbelief.
Every sorrow cones through sin -- every
worry cones through sin. And there is a
possi ble Victory over every sin through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

The question is, do we believe
God's Wrd or do we not? The usua
up- and- down experience of the Christian
is not God's plan for him If we really
believe that the indwelling Christ can
do this thing for us, then let us trust
Hmto do it.

There is another conforting FACT
given in the Bible. God says, "My grace
is sufficient for thee" (2_Corinthians
12:9). This is not a promise; it is a
FACT -- an unchangeabl e, unnovi ng fact.
The witer made this remark at a
nmeeting, and a |ady came up to him
i medi ately afterwards and said, "But
you left out the condition.” "\Wat
condition?" "Wy, there nust be faith
<107> before God's grace can be
sufficient,"” said she. But, dear reader
whet her you have faith or whether you
have not, does not and cannot alter a
FACT! "God's grace is sufficient for
you," whether you believe it or not.
There was al ways "bread enough and to
spare" in the Father's house, even when
the prodigal was in a far country
desiring to be fed upon the husks the
swine did eat! Al ways enough and to
spare: he had only to go and share it.

CGod's grace is always sufficient.
God Hinself has declared it to be so
VWhen sudden tenptati on comes upon you
unawar es, do you stop to pray for
deliverance fromit -- or do you look to



Christ for victory over it? Soneone has
said, "Wen tenpted, do not begin to ask
"HOWcan | get out of it?, but 'WHAT
can | get out of it?" "The peace of

God, which passeth all understanding,
shal | guard your hearts and YOUR
THOUGHTS in Christ Jesus" (Philippians
4:7 RV). The Lord Jesus is dwelling in
the heart to bani sh even the thought of
evil before it can becone sin.

If you are troubled with evil
t houghts, claimthis promse -- that the
i ndwel ling Christ can indeed guard our
"t houghts. ™

It was this verse, "My grace is
sufficient for thee," which |l ed that
veteran Christian warrior, Preb
Webb- Pepl oe, into the Victorious Life.
After the crushing sorrow of losing a
bel oved child, he tried to prepare a
sermon with this as his text. But he
could not "cast his burden upon the
Lord." Rising to his feet he cried out
to God in his agony, "Ch, God, it is not
true. | do not find Thy G ace sufficient
for me in this heavy sorrow that has
befallen me. But, oh, MAKE it
sufficient."” <108>

A GREAT EXPERI ENCE

Falling on his knees, he repeated
this prayer. Then through his tears he
saw over the mantel piece an illum nated
textacard, "My grace is sufficient.” In
a flash he saw his nistake! "What a foo
| am" he cried. "How dare | ask God to
MAKE what is! | will get up and trust
Hm" And he did trust Hm W all know
what the entrance into the Victorious
Life neant for Wbb- Pepl oe, and through
him for the whole world! So al so Paul
who knew that God's grace was
sufficient, could promise this: "My God
shall fulfill every need of yours
according to HHS RICHES I N GLORY (what a
treasury!) IN CHRI ST JESUS (what a
Savior!)" (Philippians 4:19).

Fel | ow Chri stian, can you conceive
any greater prom se?

This supply is nmonent by nonent.
The manna just fell day by day. As one
dear saint has said, "God gave ne a



great fortune -- placed thousands and
mllions to ny credit. But gave ne a
cheque-book with this one condition,

' You never can draw nore than you need
at the tinme.""

W have to learn to take fromH m

our spiritual life every second.
Just one ot her conmand -- as
bi nding as "thou shalt not steal." It is

this. "Rejoice in the Lord." Have you

t hought out what these words nean? It is
not a call to rejoice in our oneness
with Hm or in the means of grace given
us; or His work in us; or in our
fellowship with Hm W are not bidden
so nuch to rejoice in what He is to us,
or what He is working in us, but just to
rejoice in HMin H MH MSELF -- to
rejoice in what He is and has in

H nmsel f. <109>

Do you not see what a wonderfu
cause of rejoicing this is? If our joy
consists in Hs giving us victory over
sin, our joy goes if we are overtaken in
a fault. If our joy rests upon H's work
in and through us, we may not al ways be
consci ous of just what He is
acconpl i shing, and we may be exalted or
cast down undul y.

But if our joy is in H Mand what
HE i s, that cannot change or fluctuate,
and we can al ways abound in joy. Rejoice
in the Lord: "Jesus Christ, Wom having
not seen ye love; in Wom though now ye
see H mnot, yet believing, ye rejoice
greatly with joy unspeakable and full of
glory" (1_Peter 1:8); "He that glorieth
let himglory in the Lord"
(1_Corinthians 1:31); "O magnify the
LORD with nme!" Think often of Hm Let
H s wondrous glory be the thenme of your
t hought s and your songs. Ever recoll ect
that it is HE -- This glorious One --
VWho dwells in your heart by faith. And
if He is suprenme, then you can say, "I
live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me," and joyfully add, TOME TOLIVE IS
CHRI ST.

@5

<110>



CHAPTER FI FTEEN
DAYS OF HEAVEN ON EARTH

FROM THE GLOOM AND DI SAPPAO NTMENT OF THE
W LDERNESS EXPERI ENCE TO THE GLORY AND
ABUNDANCE OF THE PROM SED LAND

There is only one thing now to be
consi dered, and that is the sort of life
God expects Hs children to |ive.

FOR OQUR ADMONI TI ON

Before we | ook at that ideal -- a
PCSSI BLE ideal -- we must just give a
gl ance at the wonderful object-Iesson
given us in the redenption of God's
people, Israel. Paul tells us that the
experi ences of the children of Israel
in their deliverance from Egypt and
their journey to the Prom sed Land, and
are "exanples," or types, and that they
are witten for our adnonition
(1_Corinthians 10:11). They are full of
instruction. God nmeans us to study the
failures and failings of H s chosen
peopl e, and to take warning |l est we al so
suffer for having an evil heart of
unbel i ef .

Egypt is a type of the world --
Sin. Canaan, the land of promse, is a
type of Sanctification -- the Victorious
Life here bel ow.

No Egyptian taskmaster was ever
nmore nerciless and cruel than sin is.
The Israelites could not save
t hensel ves. The nore they struggled to
get free, the harder their burdens
becane. So |ikew se the sinner cannot
save hinmself. His struggles and efforts
avail nothing. Salvation is all of
grace. <111>

Then came CGod's deliverance through
t he sheddi ng of bl ood. That Passover
Lanb was a type of Christ. "Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us"
(1_Corinthians 5:7). The lanmb was slain
and the bl ood shed. That was
substitution. "That |anb dies instead of
me," a Jew mght have truly said

Yet that bl ood SHED saved no one.



To effect salvation, it nust be

spri nkl ed upon the door-posts and upon
the lintel. That is to say, there nust
be an individual clainng and acceptance
of that substitutionary sacrifice. Only
t he bl ood SPRI NKLED saved anyone.
"Christ died for the ungodly."” But if I
amnot to die for nmy sins, | nust accept
Christ's death in nmy stead. "As many as
received Hm to them gave He the right
to become the sons of God" (John 1:12).

THE RED SEA. -- Then cane that

m racul ous passage through the Red Sea,
whi ch Paul |ikens unto baptism "Qur
fathers were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea"” (1_Corinthians
10: 2), although neither the waters of
the sea nor the cloud touched them and
not until the passage of the Jordan did
t hey becone fully sanctified.

VWhat did the Red Sea acconplish for
the Israelites? Before they crossed it
they were redeened by the shed bl ood
appropriated, but were still living and
novi ng anmongst their foes.

TWD ASPECTS OF CHRI ST' S DEATH

They were subjected to a nercil ess
pursuit and a determned attenpt to drag
t hem back i nto bondage. \Wen once they
had passed through the sea, however,
they were delivered fromall dom nion
all control of their foes. They never
again had trouble fromthemor conflict
with them Their oppressors |ay DEAD on
the seashore. <112>

VWhat does this nean for us?
Renenber that there are two aspects of
Christ's death. He died for our sins. He

died for us -- substitution. But then
Paul tells us that we are also to die
wth Hm "I have been crucified WTH

CHRI ST" (Gal ati ans 2:20); "Reckon ye
yoursel ves to be dead i ndeed unto sin"
(Romans 6:11). The Israelites in bondage
were delivered by the bl ood shed and
sprinkl ed. But they are pursued by
certain of their foes. These foes are
slain at the Red Sea, but they

t hensel ves escape and are free. Egypt
stands for the world of sin. Christ
found us in "Egypt," and by Hs death in
our stead delivered us fromthe penalty



of sin. But even after our conversion
sone of these sins followed us and
harassed us -- tenper, pride, jealousy,
lust, worry, avarice -- causing

di sconfiture and m sery, and
occasionally tenporary defeat. Were is
there any escape, any real victory? Only
through the Red Sea -- baptism or what
baptisminplies; i.e., a death to sin
and a rising again to righteousness.

That is a crucifixion with Christ, so as
to be able to "reckon oursel ves dead

i ndeed unto sin."

WHERE MANY CHRI STI ANS FAI L

The Egyptians were seen DEAD upon
t he seashore. An Israelite mght have
gone back and have recogni zed his old
taskmaster lying there. "There he is
DEAD: he will never trouble ne any
nore." Another m ght have said, "Yes,
and there is ny taskmaster; no nore wll
he oppress ne!"

Now it is just as true that when we
enter into death with Christ we are dead
to sin. W can, indeed, reckon oursel ves
"dead i ndeed unto sin" (Romans 6:11) --
to tenper, pride, jealousy, avarice,
lust. Hitherto such sins have been our
taskmasters. <113>

But notice that Paul does not say,
"Sin is dead unto you." Those pursuing
Egyptians were slain, but Egypt -- sin
-- as a nation was still in evidence.
"My personal sins | may count as 'slain’
but SIN back of themall is very nmuch
alive," says one.

The reason why many Christians are
constantly falling into sin is because
they try to obey only one-half of Paul's
i njunctions. "Neither yield ye your
nmenbers as instrunments of
unri ght eousness unto sin," says St
Paul . Many attenpt to act up to that.
But he al so says, "but yield yourselves
unto God, as those alive fromthe dead"
(Romans 6:13). That was what Christ's
death neant to our Lord Hinself. He
submtted Hs will absolutely unto God.
"Lo, | cone to do Thy will" (Hebrews
10:9), "1 do always those things that
pl ease Hm" said our Lord (John 8:29).
VWhen, and so long as there is the



uncondi ti onal surrender of ny life to
God, then "sin has NO dom ni on over ne
(Romans 6: 14).

DELI VERANCE FROM SI'N

The Pass-over neans deliverance
fromthe PENALTY of SIN

The Pass-t hrough (the Red Sea)
nmeans deliverance fromthe POAER of sin.

But even in the wil derness those
children of God needed to learn that in
God and in H malone they had ALWAYS ALL
sufficiency in ALL things (2_Corinthians
9:8).

Bl TTER WATERS

After the children of Israel were
delivered fromboth the bondage and
power of the Egyptians, they arrive --
thirsty and weary -- at Marah, the
bitter waters. These are at once nade
sweet by the WOOD thrown in. So it is
still: the WODOD -- the Cross -- that is,
the CHRI ST of the <114> cross -- takes
the bitterness out of everything that
woul d be ot herw se galling.

But these pilgrinm go on from
strength to strength. Fromthe bitter
waters of Marah -- that need to be
sweet ened -- they pass on to the sweet
and plenteous waters of Elim and then
on to that mracul ous water which flowed
out of the Rock -- and "that rock was
Christ” (1 _Corinthians 10:4); and that
water a type of the Blessed Spirit.

MANNA

And food was provided as well as
drink. Manna -- bread from heaven. Again
we are taken to the cross. For Christ is
our Bread from heaven -- H's Body broken
on the cross is indeed the "bread of
God... which coneth down from heaven and

giveth Iife unto the world" (John 6:33).

So those pilgrinms were led and fed
entirely by God. The water -- a type of
the Holy Spirit -- did not GVE life; it
only sustained it. The Manna -- a type
of the "Bread of life" -- did not G VE
life, it only maintained it. The Holy



Spirit, however, is "the Lord and d VER
of life." Jesus Christ is the Bread of
Life -- Wio AVES |life, as well as
sustains it.

Yet with all their manifold
privileges and bl essings, the children
of Israel "provoked God in the
wi | derness. " Think of it! They were
m racul ously delivered; mracul ously
l ed; mracul ously fed; mracul ously
preserved from sickness -- for "there
was not one feeble person anmongst their
tribes"” (Psal m105:37). Yet there were
mur mur i ngs and di sobedi ence. Their lives
were not full of joy and victory. <115>

AT THE CRISIS OF LIFE

But THAT was God's ideal for them
-- an ideal only possible IN THE
PROM SED LAND.

THE CRISIS OF LI FE

So they canme to Kadesh-Barnea --
and there lay the | and of prom se before
them typical of the Victorious Life
whi ch we have outlined before the eyes
of our readers.

As we read the story we expect to
| earn they rushed forward with joy in
their hearts and songs on their lips --
vying with each other as to who should
be the first to enter in. Mses called
t he people together. "Ye are cone to the
nount ai n whi ch the Lord our God doth
G VE unto us. Behold the Lord thy CGod
hath set the | and before thee; go up and
possess it, as the Lord God of thy
fathers hath said unto thee; fear not,
nei t her be di scouraged" (Deuteronony
1:20,21). Then the anmazing thing
happened: the people refused to go! "Let
us first send nmen before us and they
shal |l search out the land!" said they.

And Mbses assented. Those peopl e
COULD NOT TRUST GOD. W all know the
result. The spies return with a
wonder ful story and wonderful fruit. Two
of their number -- the two surely who
carried that bunch of grapes? -- said,
"Let us go up AT ONCE and possess it
for we are well able to overcone it."
But the other ten cried, "W are not



able to go up against the people, for
they are stronger than we! (Nunbers
13:31). Again the faithful tw spoke up
"If the Lord delight in us then HE will
bring us into the land and AVE IT TO
us. Only rebel not ye against the Lord,
neither fear ye the people of the |and;
for they are bread for us: their defence
is <116> departed fromthem and the
Lord is with us: fear themnot."

THE W LDERNESS WANDERI NGS

But the people sided with the ten
and refused to obey the living Cod:
refused to enter the land to which GOD
had | ed them and which GOD had prom sed
to A VE them And God never gave them
anot her chance. Not one of those people
over twenty years of age, except Joshua
and Cal eb, ever saw the | and again.

Now what does it all mean? For them
it was a tine of crisis. Behind them was
Egypt, that gave themgarlic, and | eeks,

and onions -- and bondage. Before them
was the promsed land with m |k and
honey and | uscious fruits -- and

FREEDOM VWhi ch shall they choose? Thank
God, they did not go back to Egypt
(sin)! But, alas! they refused to enter
the Iand of prom se, where there was
rest and communion with God. So they
wandered for forty years in the

wi | derness, ami d snares and noi sone
pestil ences, and the destruction that
wast et h at noonday.

VWhat is there of "exanple" in al
this? The Prom sed Land is the
Victorious Life. W have tried in these
articles to |l ead our readers right up to
its borders, and we have "l ooked in."
Have we entered in? This is God's wll
for everyone who is trusting H m as
Savior. He wishes us to enter now, and
to abide there forever. The difficulties
of such a life, free fromknown sin,
seem gigantic and insuperable. They are
i ke the peopl e occupyi ng Canaan
"Nations greater and mghtier than
t hysel f" (Deuteronony 9:1).

W believe that God's conmand to us
is, "Go up and possess it: fear not,
nei t her be di scouraged" (Deuteronony
1: 21). Many believers declare the



Victorious Life to <117> be

i npossi ble: to be beyond them "W are
unable to enter in," they cry. Now CGod
calls us to live this life in Hs
STRENGTH, and not in our own. "If the
Lord delight in us then will He bring us
into the land." It means an absol ute
surrender of all we have and are, and a
sinple faith in Christ's ability to do
all He has promi sed. Qur Lord bids us go
in and possess it. For, renmenber that
"God's omi potence is at our disposa

for KEEPING as well as for service."

WHAT THE EXPERI ENCE MEANT

The life of nost Christians is
sinmply a w | derness experience which is
far renoved fromthe rest and joy of the
Prom sed Land.

The wi | der ness experi ence neans:
1. RESTLESSNESS.

No settled home -- no abiding-place
-- no possessions. At any nonent they
had to nove on, should the cloud lift
fromoff the tabernacle. It neans
di scontent and nurmuring agai nst God and
H s providential dealings with us;
mur mur i ngs agai nst the | eaders whom God
has chosen; nurnurings agai nst our | ot
whi ch VIE have chosen (for the w | derness
wanderings are really rebellion against
God, and contrary to H's wishes). It
means, sonetines, a longing to be back
in Egypt -- a life of sin; and sonetines
a goi ng back.

2. | T MEANS FRUI TLESSNESS.

The children of Israel fought in
the wi | derness, but they gained nothing
by their fighting except the right to go
on their way unhi ndered. They gai ned no
possessions. That is the ordinary life
of every Christian who has not clai ned
the Victorious Life. It is a life made
up of "not doing things." He does not
dance, or play cards, or attend
t heatres; he, perhaps, does not even
<118> drink or snoke. But his Christian
life consists of not doing wongful or
harnful things. The FRU T of the
Prom sed Land -- the fruit of the Spirit
-- is not there: love, joy, peace. There



is no growh in grace, and little --if
any-- "fruit" in service. Wiat SEEM NG
results there are do not last. In the
main, it is only of the one living the
Victorious Life in whom Christ's desire
is fulfilled -- that H's "fruit should
abi de" (John 15:16). Many Christians
have renounced the pl easures of sin --
but not sin itself. They have not
entered the Pronmi sed Land where true joy
is found. This alone is |anmentable. But
t he saddest part of their failure is

t hi s:

THEY KEEP OTHERS QUT

Joshua and Caleb had a right to
enter in. So had Mdses. Yet the two were
shut out for forty years because of the
unwi | I i ngness of others to enter in! And
Moses soon forfeited the right to enter
inat all!

Ch, that Joshua and Cal eb had
refused to go with the najority! Had
they but boldly marched in -- they two
only -- we believe that God woul d have
honored their faith, and have conquered
their foes before them Yes, and
t housands woul d have followed in their
steps. GOD CAN DO SUCH THI NGS.

Jonat han and his arnor-bearer knew
that (1_Samuel 14:6). Mreover CGod
offered to do it for Mdses alone. "Let
me alone, that | may destroy them..;
and | will make of THEE a nation
m ghtier and greater than they"

(Deut eronony 9: 14).

FOUR THI NGS TO REMEMBER

We have put before YOU the | and of
prom se -- the Victorious Life which God

can give you. Christian -- are you
willing to enter in? Renmenber four
t hi ngs: <119>

1. God has prom sed sone better
thing for us than a wilderness life of
failure and di scontent and doubt. He
offers victory over known sin, and the
enj oynment of wonderful conmunion wth
H m

2. Qur struggling and striving
CANNOT gi ve us that which God only can



gi ve.

3. W may and shoul d bring our sins
-- the sins of Christian people -- our
doubts, our fears, our anxieties, our
defeats, our weaknesses to Hm and
trust the Lord Jesus to kill them and
then claimby faith Victory through
Chri st.

4. Then we can confidently say, "I
now by faith TAKE the life of Victory,
with all its rest and joy and
fruitful ness.

"I'f ye be WLLING and obedi ent ye
shall eat the good of the land."

* kK

Take anot her good | ook at that
"land" -- that LIFE -- if you still hold
back.

1. ITIS A LIFE OF PERFECT REST.
"COVE unto Me... | will give you rest.
Take My yoke upon you and LEARN OF ME
--be My disciple-- and ye shall find
REST to your soul s" (Matthew 11:28-29).
Al'l unrest dishonors Christ.

2. IT 1S A LIFE OF PERFECT PEACE
"Peace | |leave with you; My peace | give
unto you" (John 14:27). To experience
anyt hi ng but peace -- even under
opposi tion, oppression, |oss,
bereavenent, or perplexity -- is to
di shonor Christ and H's Wrd. <120>

VI CTOCRY FOLLOWS OBEDI ENCE

3. ITIS ALIFE OF PONER  "Ye
shall receive power" (Acts 1:8). If we
do not POSSESS power, we are di shonoring
Christ. W are not waiting for God; GOD
IS WAI TI NG FOR US.

4. ITIS AFRUTFUL LIFE "I can do
all things through Christ Wo
strengt heneth ne" (Philippians 4:13). A
life of failure is dishonoring to
Chri st.

5. ITIS A LIFE LIVED BY THE CHRI ST
DWELLING IN US, and therefore a life of
perfect JOY.



In the wilderness, God led H s

peopl e -- di sobedi ent, rebellious,
mur muri ng people -- by a pillar of cloud
and fire.

No sooner had they entered the | and
of prom se than the Lord Jesus Chri st
H nsel f appeared to Joshua, not as one
fighting for him but as the Victorious
Leader winning Victory so long as the
peopl e obeyed H m

"Art thou for us or for our
adversari es?" asks Joshua.

"Nay, but as captain of the host of
the Lord am | NOWconme" (Joshua
5:13-14). He was unable to conme before.
He could not cone in this manner so |ong
as the people wandered in the
wi | der ness.

So with us. Christ will guide us --
as with a cloud -- even when our |ives
are but a w | derness experience.

But when we are fully surrendered
to Hm He fills our hearts with Hs
presence and takes conplete control, and
wins all our Victories for us -- He, the
captain of the host of the Lord.

Such alife is a Victorious Life --
alife of constant mracle.

[End of CDLF etext, HOWTO LIVE THE
VI CTORI QUS LI FE, by an Unknown
Christian]
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